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Recruitment drive to attract extra ‘home-grown’ staff 

HOSPITAL TAKES 
ON MORE NURSES 


Report by Nigel Slater 


RUSSELLS Hall Hospital is 
recruiting 55 nurses in a mul¬ 
ti-million pound investment. 

Bosses at the Dudley hospital have 
launched a recruitment campaign 
in a bid to attract dozens of ‘home¬ 
grown’ nursing staff. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs the hospital, is holding a recruit¬ 
ment open day on Saturday, July 11. 

The event, to fill a total of 55 positions, fol¬ 
lows a £3.1milion investment made last year 
which aims to boost the hospital’s front line 
staff. 

The day itself will see the Trust recruit in 
specific areas including its emergency assess¬ 
ment unit, emergency department, short stay 
medical ward, surgery, trauma and orthopaedic 
and elderly care and community. 

Visitors to the open day will have the chance 
to spend time with the nursing teams and to 
visit the departments. A similar recruitment 
drive was held in November last year at the 
hospital which attracted more than 40 new 
nursing staff. 

Hospital bosses have previously taken their 
recruitment drive overseas to help fill vacancies 
with more than 50 nurses recruited from coun¬ 
tries including Spain, Portugal and Romania. 

Another main reason for the drive is to help 
plug the national nursing shortage. 

The issue has been clouded in debate over the 
past few days with outgoing chief executive of 
the Royal College of Nursing, RCN, Dr Peter 
Carter warning the NHS faces bankruptcy as 
nurses are ‘ground down’ by working condi¬ 
tions and poor pay. 

Committed 

Chief Nurse at Russells Hall Hospital, Dawn 
Wardell, said: “We need more amazing and tal¬ 
ented nurses to join our committed staff to help 
us build on the success we’ve had, and so we are 
opening our doors to tempt home-grown talent 
to come and join us. 

“We are one of the top performing Trusts 
in the country for consistently exceeding the 
four-hour target, placing us in the top ten na¬ 
tionally. To be a nurse at The Dudley Group is 
to be part of something special. Our patients 
rate us with 4.5 out of 5 stars on NHS Choices 
and our staff survey results are in the top 20 
nationally.” 

Pam Smith, deputy chief nurse, said “We’ve 
had fantastic interest shown already on the 
recruitment day with more than 2,000 hits on 
the NHS Jobs page and more interest shown 
on our Facebook page. We feel there are plenty 
of talented nurses in the UK and we want to 
maximise their potential here.” 


BLACK COUNTRY MOURNS BEACH TERROR VICTIMS 



Three generations of a Black Country family killed in the Tunisia beach massacre — Patrick Evans, Joel Richards and Adrian Evans 


HUNDREDS have paid their respects to the 
three generations of a Black Country family 
murdered in the Tunisia beach massacre. 

The tributes came as the Prime Minister 
announced that a national one minute’s si¬ 
lence would be held to commemorate all of 
the victims tomorrow (Friday) at noon. 

The football community has united to re¬ 
member devoted Saddlers fans Joel Richards, 
his uncle Adrian Evans and grandfather Pat¬ 
rick Evans, who were killed when a gunman 
opened fire on sun bathers in the resort of 
Sousse. 


Sandwell Council worker Mr Evans, of 
Bilston, his father, 78-year-old Patrick, and 
19-year-old football referee and student Joel, 
of Wednesbury, were among 38 people mur¬ 
dered in the horror attack. 

Schoolboy Owen Richards, Joel’s younger 
brother, was the only survivor of the family 
trip. He was injured in the attack. 

A shrine has been set up outside Walsall’s 
Banks’s Stadium and hundreds visited to 
leave an array of shirts, scarves, flowers and 
messages. Tributes have continued to flood 
in from heartbroken friends and colleagues 


after they were named among around 30 Brit¬ 
ons believed to have been killed by Kalash- 
nikov-wielding 23-year-old Tunisian student 
Seifeddine Rezgui on Friday. 

Former Birmingham City player Denis 
Thwaites and his wife Elaine were also con¬ 
firmed as being among the dead. The 70-year- 
old and his wife, 69, who lived in Blackpool, 
were staying at the Imperial Marhaba Hotel. 
Denis joined Birmingham City in 1961 and 
retired from the game in 1972. 

Suspected associates of the gunman were 
arrested on Monday. 


FESTIVAL 

Town prepares for 
revival of carnival 

PREPARATIONS for the first Halesowen 
Carnival in three decades have been final¬ 
ised ahead of the event on Saturday. 

Thousands of people are expected to at¬ 
tend the revived carnival at Highfield Park, 
Halesowen, from noon to 7pm. 

Popular Halesowen comedian Tommy 
Mundon, who died last year, will be re¬ 
membered with a tribute at the event and 
his family are guests of honour 
Music, stalls, displays and fairground at¬ 
tractions are planned for the big day, part 
of the Black Country Festival. 

SPEEDWAY 

Heathens look at 
M5 site for stadium 

CRADLEY Heathens speedway bosses 
are looking at a proposed enterprise 
zone, next to the M5 near Quinton, as 
the potential answer to its long-running 
search for a permanent home. 

Bosses have held talks with Dud¬ 
ley Council about a stadium being 
included in the proposals for the land 
close to Junction 3. 

The club lost its Dudley Wood home 
two decades ago and, after spells at 
Stoke and Wolverhampton, now shares 
Birmingham’s Perry Barr Stadium. 

PLANNING 

New care complex 
given the green light 

A 66-bed care complex will be built in Hale¬ 
sowen, replacing a 1960s nursing home 
on the site and creating 42 jobs. 

The £5 million plan was given the green- 
light this week and includes the demolition 
of Shenstone Care Home in Kent Road. 

All 31 residents were moved and 51 staff 
redeployed within Dudley Council’s care 
service after it was closed by the authority 
three years ago. 

The new three-storey centre provided by 
Black Country Housing Group will include 
a number of rooms specifically adapted for 
people living with dementia, and six bun¬ 
galows for independent living. 


INSIDE 
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SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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Plan to provide 281 homes in quarry 


COUNCILLORS are set to look at 
major restoration plans for a disused 
quarry in the Black Country which 
would include the development of 
more than 280 homes on the site. 

A 30-year masterplan to transform 
the Edwin Richards Quarry in Row- 
ley Regis was revealed in May, with 
environmental experts confident the 
plans offer a viable way forward for 
the site. 

FCC Environment is leading the 
project to overhaul the quarry, which 
has lain dormant since 2004. The 
firm claims it is offering a ‘realistic 


and deliverable restoration’ of the 
land. In a statement, FCC said: “The 
site as it stands presents health and 
safety management issues in terms of 
public access and has limited end-use 
to the wider public.” 

The 281 homes could be built on 
the southern edge of the quarry site 
by the beginning of the next decade, 
but the overall project to fill in the 
land would take up to 30 years. 

It is hoped the gaping hole that is 
the quarry will eventually become 
open green space to be used by res¬ 
idents of the new homes. 


The plans have come before 
Sandwell Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee. 

However, the plans could hit a snag 
after nearby residents and businesses 
lodged objections to the way the work 
to restore the site would be under¬ 
taken. 

Lorries 

A huge waste management facility 
would be built on the site in order 
to manage the tens of thousands of 
tonnes of soil. Some 6,000 tons of ma¬ 
terials would be driven to the site in 


lorries every week. A gas utilisation 
plant and a waste vehicle depot would 
also be built and the scale of the op¬ 
eration, and the prospect of odours 
omitting from the development site, 
has made some people wary. 

Five objections have been lodged, 
relating to environmental issues and 
noise. 

Rowley Regis councillor Chris 
Tranter said he supported the plans 
to develop the quarry, but raised con¬ 
cerns about the impact vehicles trav¬ 
elling to the site during the project 
would have. 


Mother 

shaking 

A LOVING mother, who thought 
her baby was dying when she 
shook him in an ill-advised re¬ 
suscitation bid, has been exon¬ 
erated by a High Court judge. 

Mr Justice Keehan said the Black 
Country mother, in her 20s, who can¬ 
not be named for legal reasons, would 
have to live with the knowledge that 
she may have left her baby boy with 
brain damage. 

She had acted in ‘extreme panic’ when 
her son collapsed. The judge ruled that she 
could not be blamed. 

The baby was removed from his parents’ 
care after he was taken to A&E at Russells 
Hall Hospital on New Year’s Day, 2014. 

The judge’s ruling meant that the boy, now 
aged two, would now be going home to his 
loving parents. 

The boy was not yet aged one when he 
developed a cold and chest infection, the 
High Court in London heard. He was on 
antibiotics and his mother was desperately 
worried about potential cot death. 

When he awoke in the early hours of 
New Year’s Day, the baby turned bright 
red and then went ‘deathly pale’. 

Recovery 

The judge said: “She panicked and at¬ 
tempted to revive him by picking him up 
with both of her hands under his arms and 
shaking him for a few seconds”. 

The couple then swiftly took him to hos¬ 
pital, where tests revealed bleeding on the 
brain and haemorrhages behind his eyes. 

He has suffered seizures but medics now 
believe he will make a good recovery, al¬ 
though he might suffer learning difficulties 
in later life. 

The judge said: “This boy’s injuries re¬ 
sulted from an innocent but ill-advised 
shake by his mother. She did it with no 
malicious intent. Quite the reverse, she did 
it because she thought she was helping her 
son.” 

The judge applauded the local authority 
for withdrawing an accusation in the light 
of the medical evidence. 

A consultant paediatrician said that it 
was ‘understandable’ that the boy’s pan¬ 
ic-stricken mother would try everything 
she could do to resuscitate him. 


cleared over 
her ill baby 



New memorial to Quinton’s war dead 


At the new war memorial are, from left, Peter Lloyd , Paul Cork, Bernard Taylor, Roger Withers and Gordon Duggins 


A PERMANENT memorial to the 
men and women of Quinton killed 
in war has been officially unveiled. 

While specific memorials exist 
for those who died in the First and 
Second World Wars, the monument 
in Quinton Recreation Ground is 
the first to cover all conflicts. 

It was put in place in May to co¬ 
incide with the 70th anniversary of 
VE Day, having been funded by the 
Birmingham City Council Commu¬ 
nity Chest. 

Bernard Taylor, chairman of 


the Quinton Local History Society, 
explained: “During the celebra¬ 
tions last year, commemorating 
the centenary of the First World 
War, I was asked if there was such 
a memorial for Quinton that the 
children could lay down a poppy 
wreath. 

“Then I thought it was about 
time that the people of Quinton had 
their own war memorial, a generic 
one to all those who had given the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. 

“I approached the councillors 


and asked if the society could have 
a grant from the ward community 
chest. The answer was a resound¬ 
ing yes.” 

The unveiling ceremony this 
week included prayers led by the 
rector at Christ Church, Rev Jenny 
Arnold, hymns, the playing of the 
Last Post, a minute silence and the 
laying of a wreath. 

Children from Quinton Church 
Primary School placed crosses and 
standard-bearers represented sev¬ 
eral groups including veterans. 


Board look 
at bid to end 
legal battle 
over mosque 

A DECISION on whether to accept 
an out-of-court settlement to end the 
long-running saga over controversial 
plans to build a new mosque in Dudley is 
hanging in the balance after councillors 
refereed the issue to a scrutiny board. 

Dudley Muslim Association (DMA) 
has offered Dudley Council £325,000 to 
drop court action blocking plans to build 
the mosque off Hall Street. 

If the proposal from the DMA is ac¬ 
cepted, the group would retain owner¬ 
ship of the site and the council would 
end its bid to invoke its buy-back clause. 

But at a Dudley Council cabinet meet¬ 
ing last week councillors referred the 
matter to the council’s overview and 
scrutiny management board for discus¬ 
sion. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, leader of the 
council, said the board would meet next 
month and listen to the facts before 
making recommendations to cabinet. 

He said: “They will call witnesses, 
whoever they wish, to analyse the facts 
in an open and transparent manner be¬ 
fore reaching their conclusions.” 

Councillor Lowe has already ruled out 
staging a local referendum on the issue. 

Dudley Council and the DMA are 
due back in court in October. So far the 
council has spent £213,000 in legal costs. 
The value of the site is around £150,000. 

More than 80,000 people signed peti¬ 
tions against plans for the mosque, re¬ 
placing Dudley Central Mosque at Castle 
Hill. 

Hot air balloon 
lands by homes 

HOUSEHOLDERS in Wollaston were 
amazed when a hot air balloon landed 
near their homes. 

The craft came down off Wentworth 
Road, near the Kingsway shops, in Wol¬ 
laston, near Stourbridge. 

Video footage posted on social media 
website Twitter showed the blue and 
yellow balloon making a landing shortly 
before 9.30pm on Saturday evening. 

It can clearly be seen moving from the 
skies to land behind a row of houses as 
surprised locals look on. 

After the balloon landed safely, people 
nearby took to social media to post pic¬ 
tures and comments. 

To watch the video footage of the bal¬ 
loon’s surprise arrival see the website 
expressandstar.com 

Moscow circus big 
top at Merry Hill 

THE Moscow State Circus is visiting 
Brierley Hill next week to perform a 
show based on a Russian folk story. 

The big top will be at the car park at 
the Merry Hill shopping centre July 8 to 
12. There will be a box office on site from 
July 6, 9am-9pm, tickets from £7. 



ABLE & BROMLEY 

CARPE1S/BEDS 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 


UPTO 
75% OFF 


Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates 




_ Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C : www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 




JUWli 


^ • FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 
l • SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 
| •TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN ± 
THE MIDLANDS Tj 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 -y 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Town now 
grows for 
gold with 
bloom time 

HALESOWEN really is in bloom with 
organisers declaring they are ‘grow¬ 
ing for gold’ as the annual competi¬ 
tion gets into full swing. 

After winning a silver gilt last year, 
Halesowen in Bloom organisers are 
hoping to go one better this year when 
judges visit on July 15. 

The campaign has seen gardens, 
buildings and shop fronts around 
the town completely transformed by 
colourful flowers as the community 
comes together to make a more at¬ 
tractive place to live, work and visit. 

Among the activities that have been 
taking place is a partnership between 
Halesowen CE Primary School and 
the Black Country Bee Society to pro¬ 
vide new hives at a site, which is a 
safe distance from the school. 

Wild flower seeds have been planted 
on Earls Island where five beech trees 
have also been planted by Sandvick to 
commemorate 100 years in the UK. 
The residents of Halas Homes have 
provided bird boxes and bug homes 
on their site. 

Students with learning difficulties 
and disabilities at Halesowen College 
have also designed a large planter out¬ 
side St John’s Church. 

Eve O’Connor, chairman of Hale¬ 
sowen in Bloom, said: “We are cur¬ 
rently growing for gold. We’ve got 
hundreds of volunteers and commu¬ 
nity groups working on a range of 
different projects across the town in¬ 
cluding painting and weeding. 

“Everyone is working to get the 
town in tip-top shape ahead of the 
judges arrival.” 


Aldi want to open 
Lye supermarket 

ALDI has lodged plans for a new store 
in Lye, creating 40 jobs. 

The 13,497 sq ft budget supermar¬ 
ket would be built on a former indus¬ 
trial site off Thorns Road. A car park 
with 119 spaces will also be created. 

The planning application, sub¬ 
mitted to Dudley Council, has been 
welcomed by Councillor Mohammed 
Hanif. 

“I do think Lye is in need of a new 
supermarket and this is an ideal loca¬ 
tion,” he said. 

“Lye also desperately needs new 
jobs, which this development will 
bring. I have no reservations about 
these plans.” 

Aldi also want to build at store at 
the site of the King Arthur Pub on 
Birmingham New Road, Dudley. 

New Black Country 
Festival phone app 

A FREE phone app has been launched 
to keep people up-to-speed with this 
year’s Black Country Festival. 

The app can now be downloaded 
onto smartphones at www.freecom. 
net/blackcountryfestival 


Father's death brings road safety probe 



Family man Dave Hinton 


HIGHWAYS chiefs will investigate 
whether to introduce safety measures on 
a road where a father-of-eight was killed. 

Dave Hinton died after being hit by a 
car as he strapped his child into the back 
seat of the family’s Peugeot in Oakham 
Road on June 20. 

People who live on the busy road say 
changes to improve the safety of the road 
are long overdue and that they have wit¬ 
nessed crashes before in the 30mph zone. 

The 47-year-old from Halesowen had 
visited a house to collect a Wendy house 
which he had bought online. He had just 
fastened his children in his car when he 


and his car were struck by the Volkswa¬ 
gen Polo. 

Dudley Council has now confirmed 
it will carry out an investigation to see 
whether traffic calming is needed. 

Kyra Thomas, aged 42, was among 
those who rushed to help the family in 
the aftermath of the smash. 

She said: “It is not something I want 
to witness again but unfortunately unless 
something is done on this road I will. My 
husband has messaged the council about 
it. We have had cars overturned here.” 

Adele Northall, aged 32, who lives op¬ 
posite the crash site, said: “Definitely 


something needs to be done. People use 
it as a cut through so we get quite a lot of 
traffic down here.” 

Residents have suggested a range of 
traffic measures that could improve the 
situation, including speed cameras and 
humps. 

Hilary Bills, cabinet member for en¬ 
vironmental services at Dudley Council, 
said: “Our thoughts are very much with 
the family at this difficult time. 

“We will be carrying out an investiga¬ 
tion in partnership with the police. We 
cannot comment further until these in¬ 
vestigations are complete.” 


Enterprise zone under 
fire over green belt 

CAMPAIGNERS fear part of the 
green belt could be swallowed up by 
a new enterprise zone earmarked 
for land beside the M5 in Halesow¬ 
en, if plans are given the go-ahead. 

Dudley Council is looking at whether it 
is feasible to develop land near junction 3 
of the motorway in a bid to create around 
6,000 jobs. 

Bosses have confirmed the site, which bor¬ 
ders Manor Way and the motorway, could in¬ 
clude green belt land. 

As the proposals are at an early stage, the 
exact location has not been revealed. 

The plans have come under fire from Hales 
Owen Abbey Trust, which fears it could have a 
devastating impact on the green belt. 

There are also concerns about the impact on 
nearby Halesowen Abbey. 

Mick Freer, acting honorary secretary, said: 

“ It is a very special landscape associated with 
the vista from and to the renowned Clent 
Hills. This is beautiful, historic countryside 
that Dudley Council are seriously threatening 
- make no mistake of that.” 

Concerns 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris says he has reservations about the 
scheme. 

He said: “This proposal raises real concerns 
about the impact on the green belt around 
Halesowen and the proximity of historic sites 
such as the Halesowen Abbey. 

“Also the affects on local infrastructure such 
as the A456 and other local roads would be con¬ 
siderable. 

“We currently do not have any detail on this 
proposal or location of this site. While always 
happy to debate about how to create more jobs 
and get more investment in the Black Coun¬ 
try, I have profound reservations about this 
proposal. We urgently need more detail.” 

Khurshid Ahmed, Dudley Council’s develop¬ 
ment boss, said: “We know already that there 
are significant concerns being expressed by 
people in the immediate area around the pro¬ 
posed study site, which we completely under¬ 
stand. 

“However, I would stress at this time that 
what we are proposing is a study to see whether 
there is scope for such a site near to junction 
three of the M5.” 


Dancing Grannies warm up for run 



Organiser Alan Bowler with Dancing Grannies Fizzog members Jacky Fellows, Sue Hawkins and Deb Nicholls 


MORE than 1,000 runners will be 
donning their trainers to hit the 
streets of Halesowen on Sunday. 

Final preparations are under 
way ahead of the Black Country 
Road Run, which is this year part 
of the Black Country Festival. 

Organised by officials from 
Halesowen & Rowley Regis Ro¬ 
tary Club and Halesowen Cycling 
& Athletics Club, it will see par¬ 
ticipants set off on two routes 
around the town. 


A 10k run will leave Somers 
Square at 9am followed by a 5k 
fun run at 11am. 

Black Country comedy group 
The Fizzogs as the Dancing Gran¬ 
nies will lead a mass warm-up to 
get runners ready for action be¬ 
fore Mayor of Dudley Councillor 
Steve Waltho starts the 10k race. 

Councillor Waltho will then join 
the runners pounding the pave¬ 
ments on the 5k route along with 
Mayoress Jayne Waltho. 


Event director Alan Bowler 
said more than 1,000 runners had 
signed up. “The event is really 
growing, which is fantastic,” he 
added. 

Councillor Waltho, who is run¬ 
ning on behalf of his five chosen 
charities, said: “We hope there 
will be a big turnout on the day.” 

Mercedes-Benz of Stourbridge, 
one of the sponsors, is offering a 
4x4 driving experience to the run¬ 
ner who collects the most money. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

50 workers to be 
axed by college 

AROUND 50 staff at Birmingham 
Metropolitan College will be made re¬ 
dundant. 

The college, which has 1,600 staff 
at sites in Stourbridge, Brierley Hill, 
Great Barr and Kidderminster, re¬ 
vealed in April up to 250 jobs could 
be axed due to a reduction in funding. 

Bosses had hoped to cut the posts 
through voluntary redundancies but 
have now confirmed compulsory job 
losses will be required. Principal An¬ 
drew Cleaves said: “We are consulting 
further with staff to minimise the im¬ 
pact wherever possible.” 

Charity is seeking 
homes for kittens 

CATS and kittens in need of homes 
will be the centre of attention at a pet 
charity’s open day on Saturday. 

Halesowen Cats Protection are urg¬ 
ing people to attend the re-homing 
event taking place at United Church, 
Hagley Road, Halesowen, from 2pm 
until 4pm. Visitors can see some of the 
cats and kittens and get information 
about neutering and animal care. 

Pet fosterer Pat Hughes, of Hale¬ 
sowen, said: “We have a lot of cats and 
kittens in our care that are in need of 
new home.” To find out more, call 
0121 401 1984. 

Coffee morning to 
discuss service 

A LIBRARY is staging a coffee morn¬ 
ing for residents to get more involved. 

The Friends of Long Lane Library 
in Halesowen are inviting residents to 
join them at an informal event at the 
library on July 18 to discuss the ser¬ 
vice. Tea and coffee will be provided 
and there will be a raffle and home- 
baked cakes for a small donation to 
raise funds for the friends group. The 
library service is looking to establish 
friend groups to help at all Dudley 
borough libraries. 

Tennis ace Jordanne 
served up a sponsor 

WHEELCHAIR tennis champion Jor¬ 
danne Whiley has received sponsor¬ 
ship from an insurance firm. 

Halesowen-born Jordanne, who was 
recently awarded an MBE for services 
to sport, has secured backing from 
specialist disabled insurance firm Fish 
Insurance to pursue her international 
career. 

Jordanne, aged 22, has already won 
four international titles this year. She 
will post on The Hub, a disability news 
blog featured on Fish’s website. 

Comics at the library 

POETRY on Loan is funding an 
evening of comic poems at Halesow¬ 
en Library. The Funny Men event in 
the Shenstone Theatre on July 15 
will feature poets Fergus McGonigal 
and Jonny Fluffy punk. Refreshments 
at 6.45pm with poetry from 7.15pm. 
Tickets cost £3, call (01384) 812980. 



Yew Tree Nursing Home 

Summer Garden Party 

zznd August 2015 ham to 4pm 


* Tombola 
G Kiddies Tombola 
G Hoopla 
G Bouncy Castle 
G Barbeque 


© The Hagley Falconry Centre 
G Craft Stalls 

G Sponsored Staff Sports Day 
from 3pm till 4pm 
And Much More 


Wanted Tombola & Raffle Prizes! All Donations Gratefully Received! 

Spaces Available for Stalls £10 per pitch Contact Vicky@yewtreenursinghome.co.uk for more 
details or ring 01562 71 809 Option 2. Donations can also be made at www.justgiving.com/ 
yewtreeh. Additional Raffle with all proceeds going to the Residents Funds. 


In Aid of 


Yew Tree Nursing home, Yew Tree Place, Romsley B62 ONX 
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THE BEST OF Ht 

PETERRHODES^^ 

THE Confederate flag, now regarded as a factor in 
the South Carolina church massacre, is cherished by 
old Southerners as a symbol of what they believe was 
a cultured, romantic and rural society, laid waste by the 
brute forces of Northern industry. Steel and iron trampled 
on cotton. It is a monstrously distorted view of history but 
it will surely be driven underground and reinforced by the 
banning of the flag. 


Centuries-old path is 
in line for restoration 


“PENSIONER fights for right to kiss his wife” is a typical 
headline on the tragic story of Thomas and Joan Middle- 
ton. He is 87, she is 84 and in a care home with dementia. 
He wants to kiss her but staff say she complains about 
his attentions. This is a terrible dilemma, familiar to thou¬ 
sands of families but barely mentioned in the Alzheimer’s 
debate. Joan is Thomas’s wife. He loves her but it seems 
she has no idea who he is. He has become not only a 
stranger to her but an unwelcome stranger. Like so many 
dementia victims, she may have no memory of ever hav¬ 
ing been married. The wicked 
thing about dementia is that it 
steals more than one life. 

BRITAIN’S favourite garden¬ 
er utters the gardening term 
“bastard trenching” and the 
BBC feels it has to apolo¬ 
gise. A viewer emailed: “Alan 
Titchmarsh just swore on TV. I 
think that’s one of the signs of 
the Apocalypse.” We hacks are not particularly 
offended by Titchmarsh’s b-word. When a story is set in 
print not across one or two columns but across one- 
and-a-half columns, it is known as a bastard measure. 

In metalworking, the same word is commonly used. Files 
are gauged by their roughness as follows: rough, middle, 
bastard, second cut, smooth, and dead smooth. Just like 
people, really. 

THE Tim Hunt spat rumbles on. A female correspond¬ 
ent to the Times, supporting the professor’s sacking for 
alleged sexist comments, asks how would men like it if 
they were referred to as boys. Actually, we boys would 
not mind in the slightest. And what a lonely, miserable ex¬ 
istence it must be to be a woman who never, ever enjoys 
a night out with the girls. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


A FRIENDS’ group has announced plans to 
restore a listed heritage footpath in Hale¬ 
sowen, which dates back a thousand years. 

The Friends of Coombeswood Wedge are hoping to 
start the second phase of restoration work on The 
Holloway in the coming months. 

They are aiming to create natural steps and improve the 
drainage along the entire length of the historic path which 


runs through the beauty 
spot near Mucklow Hill. 

The Holloway was orig¬ 
inally a livestock drivers 
round which led from Bir¬ 
mingham towards the Welsh 
Marshes. 

Deep cutting and erosion, 
caused by the animals pass¬ 
ing through, is still evident 
in the path, which is an offi¬ 
cially listed public footpath 
by Dudley Council. 

The original path under¬ 
went an initial restoration 
phase in 1987 by Halesowen 
Abbey Trust, with further 
work being undertaken in 
1993. 

Picturesque 

Sue Yeadon, member of 
Friends of Coombeswood 
Wedge, said: “The restora¬ 
tion will be a lovely addition 
to what already is a pictur¬ 
esque setting.” 

“We hope that the natu¬ 
ral steps that will be created 
will ensure sustainability 
for the future, as well as 
helping the path to become 
more accessible.” 

Councillor Hilary Bills, 
cabinet member for envi¬ 
ronmental services, said: 


by Heather Large 

“Restoring the paths to 
their former glory is an area 
of great importance for the 
friends group. They have 
worked so hard. 

“The area is a key his¬ 
toric part of Halesowen and 
it is great to see members 
of the community wanting 
to maintain and improve it 
for both themselves and the 
borough.” 

The friends group says 
the 120-acre Coombeswood 
Wedge, near Mucklow Hill, 
is home to valuable wildlife 
such as bats, owls, and rare 
butterflies. It is also a desig¬ 
nated Site of Importance for 
Nature Conservation. 

The historic Monarchs 
Way footpath winds its 
way through part of the 
Coombeswood site. 

Improvements were re¬ 
cently made to a Cradley 
park where a £70,000 pro¬ 
ject to create a series of new 
footpaths has been com¬ 
pleted. The work has been 
carried out at Homer Hill 
Park. 


Manager buys centre’s Quest 



Manager Mark Knox pictured at The Quest in Merry Hill 


THE Quest entertainment 
zone at Merry Hill shopping 
centre has been saved from 
closure after being sold for 
a six-figure sum to its man¬ 
ager. 

Mark Knox has bought 
the zone from Paragon En¬ 
tertainment, seven months 
after the firm announced it 
planned to close. 

Mr Knox said he was 
likely to be increasing the 
number employed at the en¬ 
tertainment zone as well as 
preserving the existing jobs. 

The zone, which includes 
an indoor high rope course, 
mini golf and Nerf blaster 
range, was opened in No¬ 
vember 2012 by Paragon 
Entertainment. But Para¬ 
gon announced last Novem¬ 
ber that it planned to shut 
the loss-making attraction 
within six months. 

Paragon’s interim chief 
executive Mark Pyrah has 
now confirmed that Quest, 
which had an asset value of 
£121,000, had been sold to 
Mr Knox, a member of the 
Paragon management team 
and manager of Quest. 

“He has some exciting 
plans for the future of 
Quest,” said Mr Pyrah. 

Mr Knox confirmed the 
sale had gone through but 
was not willing to disclose 
the exact price. 


Council 
blitz on 
housing 
fraudsters 

TENANTS in Dudley are 
flouting rules by sub-letting 
homes and not using them 
as their main dwelling. 

Dudley Council launched 
more than 460 investiga¬ 
tions in 12 months and un¬ 
covered 164 cases of housing 
fraud. The authority also 
seized 60 properties after 
discovering tenants break¬ 
ing the regulations. 

People were caught giv¬ 
ing the wrong information 
on housing applications, 
unlawful sub-letting their 
homes and not using their 
rented properties as their 
main home. 

Housing boss Councillor 
Gaye Partridge said: “Hous¬ 
ing fraud is taken very seri¬ 
ously here in Dudley. Over 
the past 12 months there 
have been 164 incidents of 
fraud which includes any¬ 
thing from giving the wrong 
information on housing ap¬ 
plications, to unlawful sub¬ 
lets, to properties not being 
used as the main home. 

“There have been 460 in¬ 
vestigations in the last year 
and 60 properties recovered. 

“Housing staff work hard 
to ensure that everyone 
knows and understand the 
rules on obtaining and liv¬ 
ing in council properties. 
The vast maj ority of tenants 
adhere to this. 

“Anyone who cheats to 
get a council house or uses 
any of our properties for any 
unlawful purposes will be 
found and prosecuted.” 

Figures show Dudley 
Council was owed £2.5 mil¬ 
lion in unpaid council tax. 


inspirational Re Inspired 

FIRES FIREPLACES lUZ/yil O IA • • • 

JT 


Official stockists of 



Showro om: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EXTel: 0121 429 3186 

iW^FlI II Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm ^Mastercard. 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


AbleiCare 


Home Care Service 


• * * Able2Care believes 

that ‘There’s no place 
like home’ - This is 
T ' our philosophy, that’s 
I 4 why we’re right behind 

anyone who wishes to 
remain at home and 
v - f m remain independent 

' for as long as is 

possible. 

Our Domiciliary Care Team specialises in providing dependable, 
high quality home care for individuals with flexible packages 
that are carefully tailored to meet the specific needs of each 
individual, Able2care is a name that provides a guarantee that 
it will always be a consistent and rewarding experience for the 
Service User. 


Our Range of Services include: 

Support with Personal Care, Medication, Social Care, Shopping, 
Domestic Care / Housekeeping, Provision of Meals / Dietary Care 


For an informal, no obligation chat please contact: 

Tracy Jackson - Service Development Manager 


Tel: 0121 559 0099 / 0121 559 7975 
Mobile: 07462582268 
E- mail: tracy@steppingstoneliving.co.uk 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


fSAJLl^ 

l iQw 

i On 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



■0T 

■99- 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 



NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


NEW TO 


HALESOWEN 


Tel: 07837 746808 


Fabrics only Service 
available includes bottom 

Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics 
Free Measure & Quote 
Fast Reliable Service 
Competitive Pricing 


Average conservatory £300 supplied and fitted 
Average Semi House £350 supplied and fitted 



Showrooms at: 

iBearwood Indoor Market 
10 Wassel Rd, Hasbury, 
Halesowen B63*4liF 
WMW.designa-blinds.com 

Factories Howroomr 
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Isn’t it time 


e do<k? kfi-Zcc Fix" 

rtniTRi 17 nr \rr_ tmctat t attumc nr dpdatdc 




NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT A FREE FITTING 



h ka Indudne 



«haki 




CALL 01245.396910 

•• mr> "9 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 
❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 




White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 













































































£5.2111 is spent on agency 
staff by schools in borough 


SCHOOLS in Sandwell have spent more than £5.2 million em¬ 
ploying agency staff during 12 months, new figures reveal. 
Casual workers are brought in to cover sickness absences 
and maternity leave to ensure pupils do not miss lessons. 

Money can also been spent on bringing in additional teaching spe¬ 
cialists and coaches for some subjects or year groups. While agency 


staff are commonly also drafted ir 

Wright way 
for fashion 
at Gas Hall 

TV presenter Mark Wright has been 
announced as the host for this year’s 
Style Birmingham Live 

The city’s fashion and shopping 
event will take place on September 
26 and 27. It will see Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery’s Gas Hall 
transformed to showcase the latest 
autumn/winter styles and collections 
from a host of high street retailers 
and shopping centres. 

The event will feature eight catwalk 
shows across the weekend, all hosted 
by Wright. The presenter said: “I’m a 
big fan of Birmingham and the people 
have always been so welcoming.” 

Steve Hewlett, from organisers Re¬ 
tail Birmingham said: “We’re very ex¬ 
cited to be bringing Style Birmingham 
Live back with Mark Wright as host 
plus with an exciting mix of retailers 
and stunning catwalk models, this 
year’s event will be the best yet.” 

Tickets are available from www. 
theticketfactory.com 


to help with exams, such as super¬ 
visors, and recruitment. 

The total bill for the 2014/15 finan¬ 
cial year was £5,212,275,which was up 
from £4,827,259 in 2013/14. The fig¬ 
ures, revealed under the Freedom of 
Information Act, do not include acad¬ 
emies, which run independently, but 
relate to primary schools, secondary 
schools and special schools. 

Sandwell Council does not get in¬ 
volved in school finances as each 
school controls their own budget and 
decides on any additional staff they 
need to bring in. A total of £3,957,236 
was spent by the borough’s primaries, 
£771,550 by secondaries and £483,489 
by special schools. 

Encourage 

The amount spent per school be¬ 
tween April 2014 - March 2015 ranged 
from £338 to £331,179.64. Around 80 
primary, five secondary, and four spe¬ 
cial schools paid to use agency staff 
during the 12 months. The borough’s 
education chief Councillor Simon 
Hackett said: “We do encourage 
schools to appoint full-time, perma¬ 
nent staff members where possible.” 

Among the biggest spending primary 
schools were Uplands Manor in Smeth¬ 
wick where the bill was £240,087.81 
and Galton Valley, also in Smethwick, 
which paid out £157,760.86, Yew Tree 
spent £141,790.70 and Guns Village in 
West Bromwich spent £123,941.74. 



Oldbury Royal British legion unveil a plaque to commemorate Sikh and other Asian soldiers’ efforts. From left, Harcharan 
Singh Bahra, Ranvir Singh Virdi, Dal Singh Dhesi, S Sgt Sachin Handa, Nigel Avery, David Williams and Nobby Clarke 


A PLAQUE honouring the dedication 
and achievements of the Indian Army 
during both world wars has been un¬ 
veiled in the Black Country. 

Six Victoria Cross recipients are in¬ 
cluded in the commemorative display 
which is now hanging proudly on the 
wall at the Royal British Legion club 
in Oldbury. 

Members had been asked by the 
Sikh Community and Youth Service 
(SCYS), based in Hands worth, Bir¬ 
mingham, to consider installing a 


memorial plaque. Branch chairman 
and Army Cadet Force instructor Sgt 
Adrian Dunn said they were only too 
happy to oblige. 

Indian soldiers fought alongside 
British troops in both the First and 
Second World Wars but their efforts 
have only been fully recognised in re¬ 
cent years. Eighteen soldiers received 
The Victoria Cross - the highest award 
for gallantry - for action in the First 
World War and 30 following the Sec¬ 
ond World War. Of those, six were cho¬ 


sen to be featured with photographs 
on the plaque unveiled at the club in 
Windsor Road. 

They include Captain Ishar Singh, 
who was the first Sikh to be awarded 
the honour for his ‘most conspicuous 
bravery and devotion’ following the 
First World War and Parkash Singh, 
whose VC recognising his ‘selfless 
devotion’ is displayed at the Imperial 
War Museum. The club had received 
support from B J T Fencing & Sheds 
to fund the plaque. 


Libraries to 5 
swing away 
the summer 

WITH free live Jazz and Blues music 
and opportunities to showcase local 
talent, Sandwell’s libraries are look¬ 
ing to create a cool and relaxed vibe 
this summer. 

Local and international musicians 
will be performing at a series of shows 
as part of the 31st Birmingham In¬ 
ternational Jazz and Blues Festival, 
Sandwell Libraries’ charity talent 
contests and Sandwell Arts Festival. 

The renowned Birmingham In¬ 
ternational Jazz and Blues Festival 
which runs from Friday 3 July until 
Sunday 12 July is organised by Big 
Bear Records and is bringing a fan¬ 
tastic array of performers to events in 
Birmingham and the Black Country. 

To complement the festival, 
Sandwell Libraries are organising a 
series of other Jazz and Blues-themed 
events during the festival and beyond. 
These include the All That Jazz talent 
contest for adults and the WOW Fac¬ 
tor talent contest for young people in 
aid of BUDS (Better Understanding 
of Dementia in Sandwell), the library 
service’s nominated charity for 2015. 

Age categories for the WOW Factor 
are 7-12 years and 13-19 years. 

The Grand Final of the All That 
Jazz heats takes place at Central Li¬ 
brary, West Bromwich on Saturday 
July 11 at 7.30pm with the WOW 
Factor Grand Final on Saturday Oc¬ 
tober 3. 

Sandwell Arts Festival gets under 
way on Wednesday August 12 and 
is celebrating the life of West Brom¬ 
wich-born internationally acclaimed 
actress Madeleine Carroll. 

Continuing until Sunday 23 August, 
there’ll be a fun-packed programme 
of activities including making large 
street puppets, live music, film screen¬ 
ings, arts clubs and more in libraries 
and other venues. 

All events are free and there’s 
something for all ages. 

For more information please con¬ 
tact: 0121 569 4904 or visit the 
Sandwell Libraries website. 




REPAIR 

SERVICE 

AVAILABLE 


Supplied & 
Fitted... 
Across the 
Midlands 


V No deposits 'v 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been J. 
completed J* 


Visit one > 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
s. in the UK^ 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 


met Sensation ... 

RYDALE 




ULTIMATE SECURITY 
GUARANTEE 


Rydale take security 
very seriously Guaranteed 
high se curit y} 
on ALL products 


details on request 


Windows & Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias & Soffit Boards 

Every window and conservatory is 
custom made to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the industry. 
^Np other company in the area has 
experience and know how 
lan Rydale, and that’s w] 

?e have been in businesi 
for more than 30 years. 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS Open Weekdays 


FREEPHONE 


\ 1 >A I ‘A ■. 


9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 
9am to 4pm 
Sunday Closed 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give Rydnle a ring, 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Bringing 
ID cards 
in through 
back door 

AS night follows day, when the DVLA 
suddenly announced it was going to 
scrap paper driving licences, it was inevi¬ 
table the computers were going to crash. 
Our government agencies don’t lead the 
world in many areas, but when it comes 
to developing duff computer systems, 
they truly are in a league of their own. 

But there is another, slightly disturbing 
aspect. 

To get a security code which will en¬ 
able, say, hire car companies to check 
your driving licence, you need to enter 
not just your driving licence number, but 
your National Insurance number as well. 

Just when did this data become the 
property of the DVLA? 

For the past 25 years or so govern¬ 
ments of all colours have been slavering 
at the idea of introducing some form of 
ID card. But the plans have always been 
stymied by public resistance to anything 
so authoritarian. 

Now, anyone who drives a car must 
apply for a photo card, which has to be 
updated every 10 years, and that for 
some unexplained reason is tied to your 
National Insurance file. 

Don’t be surprised if, some time dur¬ 
ing the next 10 years, the powers-that- 
be introduce something called a ‘smart 
licence’, perhaps on a voluntary basis to 
begin with. 

It will no doubt contain a microchip, 
which will progressively be updated in the 
years that follow, and before you know it, 
the ID card has come in by the back door. 
Smart ID cards, of course. 

■ ■■ 

GOING in for what is fashionably 
known as ‘rebranding’, Wolverhampton 
City Council has decided it no longer 
wants to be known as Wolverhampton 
City Council, but the City of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. That should improve public services 
no end. 

The council says it won’t cost the tax¬ 
payer a penny. But aside from the fact I 
can no longer hear the word ‘branding’ 
without thinking of the awful driving in¬ 
structor in the Vistaprint ads, why does 
any council need to worry about that sort 
of thing? It’s not as if people can take 
their custom elsewhere, and defect to a 
council with a more forward-thinking, go- 
ahead logo. Whatever the emblem, we 
are stuck with the council we have got. 

What is really wrong, though, is the way 
that the council has commandeered the 
identity of the city itself. Wolverhampton 
council is not the same as the City of Wol¬ 
verhampton. The city can trace its roots 
back 1,030 years, to the days of Lady 
Wulfruna, and is viewed with great pride 
and affection by most of its inhabitants. 

Wolverhampton council, in its present 
form, dates back to 1974, and is a public 
sector body responsible for maintaining 
the street lights and emptying the bins. 
Not the same at all. 




Vulnerable runaways are targeted while living on the streets Serious issues - police and crime commissioner David Jamieson Cultural change - Assistant Chief Constable Carl Foulkes 


Shocking scale of 
grooming revealed 


PETE MADELEY looks at how 
child sexual exploitation is 
being addressed in the light of 
the latest police reports 

THE shocking scale of trafficking 
and grooming gangs across the 
West Midlands has been revealed 
in a series of police reports. 

Official documents dating back to 2009 
show West Midlands Police was not fully 
aware of the extent of the region’s high 
level of vulnerable youngsters and how 
to deal with the problem. 

One report says that although the majority 
of suspects were from an Asian background, 
police were concerned about the dangers of ra¬ 
cial stereotyping when dealing with incidents 
of abuse. Another details the lack of trust be¬ 
tween police and social workers. Reports also 
show how children living at home were tar¬ 
geted with more frequency than those in care. 

Escalating 

It has also emerged that the force’s failure 
to cope with the rising problem was so acute, 
the identities of many of those engaged in the 
abuse was either not known or outdated. 

Police difficulties in dealing with the wide¬ 
spread and escalating scale of the abuse has 
not been made public until now. 

In Sandwell in 2010, two vulnerable young 
women were noted as being ‘at high risk’ of 
sexual exploitation. Police believe they were 
being groomed - or were already being sexu¬ 
ally exploited - at the time of the report. 

Two other young women were identified as 
being at high risk in Dudley, along with six 
girls in Walsall during the same period. 

Officers in Wolverhampton, where two 
groups of young women had been identified, 
said alcohol, drugs and acts of physical vio¬ 
lence were ‘key leverages’ used by offenders to 
groom victims into prostitution. The reports 
also reveal the largest proportion of victims, at 
44 per cent, did not reside in children’s homes 
and lived with their parents or other family 




Files show police were not fully aware of the extent of the problem 


members. “The force has very limited insight 
into the threat, and the intelligence profile re¬ 
lated to children who are not in care is non-ex¬ 
istent,” a document said. 

“The current situation poses significant 
challenges for West Midlands Police in pro¬ 
tecting children.” Victims were also said to 
frequently abscond from their family homes, 
leading to calls for the force to improve the 
way it deals with such situations. The most 
common offenders were said to be Pakistani 
males aged between 16 and 26, and the major¬ 
ity of the victims were white. 

But the report showed senior officers had 
warned of the dangers of racial stereotyping 
amid claims of a ‘widespread problem of Brit¬ 
ish Pakistani men exploiting under-age white 
girls’. Police said ‘convenience and accessibil¬ 
ity’ may be the prime drivers for those looking 
for victims, rather than race. 


But another report, entitled Internal 
Human Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 
Within the West Midlands, revealed that of 
139 female victims, 78 per cent were white. A 
‘significant proportion’ of the suspects were 
said to be of Muslim background. 

The report also raised concerns about ‘in¬ 
adequate identification and management of 
threat to life issue facing victims’. 

The oldest document dates from October 
2009 and highlights a lack of trust between 
police and social workers said to be prevalent 
at the time. “For a number of years children in 
care, or residing in children’s homes have re¬ 
peatedly run away,” it states. “Unfortunately 
they are often perceived to be streetwise and 
police officers consider them to be a nuisance 
and permanent drain on resources. 

“Children’s services, home managers and 
social workers are frustrated by what they per¬ 


ceive to be a lack of interest and action from 
police officers. Officers are equally frustrated 
by their perception the workers are not pro¬ 
tecting the children and let them run away.” 

The report adds children in care who reg¬ 
ularly go missing ‘receive very little police 
attention’, despite police intelligence show¬ 
ing young girls were being groomed by older 
men who were often involved in drug traffick¬ 
ing and other criminality.“The safe and well 
check is mostly carried out by uniformed re¬ 
sponse officers and is often in an atmosphere 
of conflict, the girl not wanting to speak and 
the officer under pressure to move onto next 
incident. There is a need for a more formalised 
corporate approach.” 

In response, West Midlands Police says the 
force has undergone ‘a significant cultural 
change’ in how it investigates and tackles child 
sexual exploitation (CSE). 

Assistant Chief Constable Carl Foulkes said: 
“These reports, spanning six years, give a real 
insight into the journey we have undertaken 
along with our partners into investigating and 
tackling child sexual exploitation. It is now 
very clear that the responsibility of tackling 
CSE lies with every police officer, staff mem¬ 
ber, PCSO and special constable. 

“The force has carried out extensive work to 
train officers across the force in how to iden¬ 
tify and deal with CSE so we can gain as much 
intelligence as possible and thereby improving 
the outcomes for victims. 

“We continue to take great steps and as a 
result of our efforts and without doubt the cov¬ 
erage within local and national media, we are 
seeing more victims coming forward, knowing 
we will take their allegations seriously and 
treat them sensitively and respectfully. Tack¬ 
ling child sexual exploitation is at the heart 
of everything we do, working closely with our 
local authorities across the area and the re¬ 
spective Children’s Safeguarding Boards.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson said ‘serious issues’ re¬ 
mained that police and partner agencies were 
working on together to tackle. 

“I believe that a more consistent approach 
of joint working would help,” he said. “We 
need a concerted effort and a joined-up ap¬ 
proach to tackle child sexual exploitation in 
the West Midlands.” 







































Race relations put back 40 years 


I AM sure we are all struggling to under¬ 
stand why the saga concerning the building 
of a mosque and community centre in Dud¬ 
ley, is still ongoing. 

Many people must wonder why the Mus¬ 
lim community is so adamant about devel¬ 
oping this particular site. On the face of it, 
the site seems to have no real significance, 
in fact, there are reasons why the site is not 
suitable. There are many redundant indus¬ 
trial sites in the borough which could be 
made available. 

We learnt as children that we simply can¬ 


not have our own way all the time and we 
must have respect and adhere to the law. 
The council’s decision must not be treated 
as a racial issue but a decision to be re¬ 
spected. 

However this turns out, and it seems the 
council may acquiesce, there will be bad feel¬ 
ing on both sides of the argument. It could 
be argued that race relations have been put 
back 40 years because of the intransigence 
demonstrated over this issue. 

P LAWSON 
Kingswinford 


Mosque 
site better 
for homes 

I READ, with disbelief, your 
report on the £325,000 of¬ 
fered to Dudley Council 
to drop the court case sur¬ 
rounding the building of the 
controversial mosque. 

What is more astound¬ 
ing is that, even after the 
initial declining of plan¬ 
ning consent, the proposers 
have kept plugging away 
obviously in the knowledge 
that Dudley Council could 
be ‘persuaded’ one way or 
another. 

I travel through the town 
on a regular basis. It is nice 
to see the Dudley Castle 
dominating the skyline. 
This, of course, will be lost 
when this mosque is built to 
overlook the town and the 
castle. It does appear to be 
a symbol of dominance, as 
was the castle when it was 
originally built. 

Given the size of the land 
and the housing shortage, 
would it not have been bet¬ 
ter to sell to a developer for 
new housing? Let’s face it, 
Dudley Council are happy to 
allow housing to be built on 
green-belt land, so why not 
this brownfield land? 

I DAVENPORT 
Sedgley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Put controversial 
plan to the vote 

IN response to Fatima’s the mosque building saga 
letter regarding Dudley and I must say the major- 
mosque, I agree, I do not ity are against it. People 
think people from outside want something built that 
Dudley should be getting represents all the people 
involved in the town’s af- of Dudley borough, some- 


fairs, disrupting trade and 
inflicting policing costs on 
the Dudley tax payer. 

However, people have the 
democratic right to march 
and contrary to Fatima’s 
remarks there were people 
from Dudley present, ev¬ 
ident from the number of 
local football team shirts 
and Black Country flags I 
witnessed while carrying 
out my shopping that after¬ 
noon. 

Dudley is my home town 
too and I have talked to 
many people from all back¬ 
grounds and political beliefs 
over the years reference 


thing everybody can enjoy 
and use. We must remem¬ 
ber Muslims only represent 
three percent of our great 
borough. 

My solution is simple, let 
the democratically elected 
councillors who represent 
the entire 313,000 people 
of our borough vote ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ to the building of the 
mosque. 

I emphasise the entire 
council of 72 as the result 
needs to represent the en¬ 
tire borough and not the po¬ 
litical persuasion of an elite. 

P PATEL 
Dudley 


A&E entrance 
‘disgusting’ 

I felt I had to let you know 
about my recent visit to 
Russells Hall Hospital. In 
the early hours of Sunday 
June 14 we had to visit A&E 
after my mother-in-law fell. 
We have no grievance with 
the treatment she received 
but the state of the main 
entrance to both the main 
hospital and A&E was ab¬ 
solutely disgusting. Both ar¬ 
eas were littered with ciga¬ 
rette ends Yet only 50 yards 
away are smoking shelters. 

I am a health care pro¬ 
fessional and was utterly 
ashamed at the state of the 
entrance to a building that 
should be a beacon of good 
health and a healthy envi¬ 
ronment. I know it is not 
the hospital’s fault but that 
of the people, who selfishly 
ignore signs to use the shel¬ 
ters provided, but surely the 
hospital have a duty of care 
to provide a clean environ¬ 
ment. 

K DYAS 
Shifnal 

Appointment 
deposit idea 

A RELATIVELY easy way 
to deter missed appoint¬ 
ments would be to take a 
deposit when the appoint¬ 
ment is booked. This would 
be refunded when the pa¬ 
tient turns up on time and 
kept when an appointment 
is missed 

This would have to apply 
to everyone, adults in work 
or receiving benefits, chil¬ 
dren and OAPs. 

Everyone should take re¬ 
sponsibility and realise that 
the doctor’s time should not 
be wasted and only make 
appointments when other 
options have been tried. 

C GWILLI AMS 

Brierley Hill 



Midlands Manufacture 


Conservatories 


Veranda/ Al Fresco Dining/ Carport 


& Garage 




Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 




FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


Windows & Conservatories 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 8 M a ° m n 6p F : 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com sat&sun 

*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 1 Oam - 4pm 
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Replace Your Tired, Kitchen , 
Bathroom or Bedroom with a 




lid you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 

31st July 2015 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

01384 232413 

Offers cannot be combined 




:-RE 


vSJSlEN! 


.Replace Only What’s iVeeded 


m 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




Homeowners, . • 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ancf allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pktures and we will bring them to ijfa 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement marketer &r 

THE GUILD ‘ 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No Al 20074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 




Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEES 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU OOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel 01384 232413 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 
Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom, 33 High Street, 

Oak Lodge Buiini""- ■■ DR .*uMENT Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

—closedforREFU«bishm om 01299 877718 


HALESOWEN ?]5?« E |HERT0N SHOWROOM Qpen Tue Wed & Sat 10 00am . 5-3 op m 
PLEASE CONTAOi n* a again - 5.00pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 


Sat Closed 


Stourport closed Monday and Friday 
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Jacob Taylor, 9, and John Taylor of Lower Gornal enjoy the Himley Hall event 


Don Higham of Aldridge with war veteran Arthur Machin, aged 92, of Wolverhampton Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment lead by Drum Major Dave Cox 



Second World War veteran Arthur 
Machin, aged 92, of Wolverhampton 


Salute to the Forces 4 


THOUSANDS of people across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire 
showed support of serving troops, 
veterans, cadets and their families at 
the annual Armed Forces Day com¬ 
memorations. 

Since its inception in 2006, then named 
Veterans’ Day, the annual event has re¬ 
ceived widespread support from the public 
and this year was no different as people 
gathered to mark a special day of unity 


Among the biggest celebrations of the week¬ 
end was Sunday’s event at Himley Hall and 
Park. The event, which ran from 11am to 5pm, 
included a presentation of the HM Armed Forces 
Veterans’ Badge by the Mayor of Dudley Coun¬ 
cillor Steve Waltho to veterans living in the bor¬ 
ough. 

Other activities included a youth marching 
band competition, a display of historic military 
vehicles and children’s entertainment including 
a zip line. 

There was also a big event in Oldbury with a 
parade and medal ceremony with the Mayor of 


Sandwell Councillor Barbara Price carrying out 
the presentation. 

At RAF Cosford there was a flypast by the Bat¬ 
tle of Britain Memorial Flight Dakota to mark 
the celebrations. 

And at the RAF Museum, Cosford veterans en¬ 
joyed a day of activities, including a lunch where 
they will have the rare opportunity of dining 
amongst the aircraft and artefacts in Hangar 1. 

In Wolverhampton a parade was held through 
the city centre of regular, reserve, veteran and 
cadet forces led by the Pipe Band of the West 
Midlands Fire Service. 



Jonathan Vaughan of Pendeford from 4th 
Battalion Mercian with his son Johnnylee, 5 


Hawthorn 

\X/\ r~i d o\/\/s 



Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Jordans Solicitors 

FRIENDLY AND PRICE COMPETITIVE 


Here at Jordans Solicitors 

you will find experienced 
specialists in the following 
aspects of law, conveyancing 
both residential and 
commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of 
Attorney & Family Law 
If the regular office hours 
9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to 
Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer 
Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 

/ a 




1 Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU 
Tel: 0121 585 3900 


35 Payne Street, Blackheath, 
West Midlands B65 ODH 


Tel: 0121 559 2922 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 
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Dying teenager Omar's 
wedding wish came true 


THE dying wish of 16-year- 
old Omar Al Shaikh was to 
marry his teenage girlfriend. 

The youngster, who was diag¬ 
nosed with leukaemia just over 
a year ago, did just that when 
he tied the knot with sweetheart 
Amie Cresswell during an emo¬ 
tional ceremony at Birmingham’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

Just three days after he slipping a 
wedding ring made of flowers onto her 
finger, he lost his battle against the 
disease and his young wife was wid¬ 
owed. The pair had been together for 
eight months before Amie said ‘I do’. 

Amie said: “I’m still absolutely 
heartbroken. Omar wanted to get 
married before he died. We had talked 
about getting married but never im¬ 
agined we would be 16 and we thought 
we would grow old together. The cer¬ 
emony was so sad but really lovely.” 

Match 

Former air cadet Omar, from Brier- 
ley Hill, was diagnosed with leukaemia 
after fainting during a football match 
in Easter 2014. 

Because of his mixed Arabic and 
Romanian heritage, finding a donor 
match proved extremely difficult and 
by the time stem cells could be found 
he was too ill to have a transplant. 

After his last round of chemother¬ 
apy, on June 14 doctors told him the 
cancer had got into his bone marrow 
and he had less than one week to live. 

Amie, who met Omar while they 
were studying at Four Dwellings 
Academy in Quinton, said: “We met 
while Omar was in remission. I knew I 
wanted to stand by him through it all. 
He is such a lovely soul.” 

A fundraising page has been set 
up to support for Omar’s family. 
See crowdfunding.justgiving.com/jo- 
khalaf-1 



Amie and Omar on their wedding day in hospital, just three days before Omar died 



The teenage couple embrace moments after they became man and wife 



Fed up with 
old tatty 
windows? 


A Window for 
All Homes 


Our superior uPVC windows will work in almost every type of 
property - from traditional family homes through to chic urban 
apartments, especially if you're looking for a low maintenance option. 




DOORS CONSERVATORIES PORCHES ROOFS 
ROOFLINE PATIOS BUILDING WORK 


We offer a wide range of home 
improvements services that you may 
need, from fitting complete 
extensions, bathrooms and kitchens, 
to garage and loft conversions. 




West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


FREEPHONE 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandsglazing.com 

Quality workmanship with Service you can Trust 




Home improvements 
for older people 

Make the most of your home with no hassle, no worry, home improvements for older people 

Dudley Home Improvement Service offers a trusted package of 
support for older people seeking to improve or adapt their home 

• Free technical advice on your project 

• Advice on financing your works - tailored loans for older people 

• Reputable, approved tradespeople and contractors 

• All work arranged by the council for you 

• No worry, no hassle, no stress 

Make your home work for you ^ 

Give us a call on 01384 817086 Dudley 




AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the 
most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, 
gutters, fascias & soffits. 



www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 0 , -j 
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A view of the old-fashioned, black and white movie showing the penguins enclosure 


An old photo of the zoo, and more related material 


The artist and film lecturer seen with his film showing the iconic zoo entrance 



Adam Kossoff with the stuffed owl at the exhibition 



Lubetkin and Tecton’s bear ravine in all its glory 


Film teacher brings 
magic of zoo to life 


A MULTIMEDIA exhibi¬ 
tion organised by a Wol¬ 
verhampton lecturer tells 
the story of Dudley Zoo 
and the restoration of its 
unique animal enclosures. 

Renowned artist and writ¬ 
er Adam Kossoff, who also 
teaches film and video studies 
at Wolverhampton Universi¬ 
ty, made a 1950s-style movie 
called Animal Architecture, af¬ 
ter spending three days with a 
camera inside Dudley Zoo. 

The film, narrated by Lenny 
Henry, focuses on the restoration 
of its unique animal enclosures, 
which were designed in 1937 by 
Modernist architect Berthold Lub¬ 
etkin, while giving a unique insight 
into the daily routines at the zoo. 

It forms the centre of an ex¬ 
hibition which will run at Wol¬ 
verhampton Art Gallery until 


MEMORY LANE 


By Jordan Harris 


September 19. Mr Kossoff said: 
“The film is inspired by the free 
cinema movement and I think that 
style suits the atmosphere of a zoo 
quite nicely. 

“I wanted to focus on the archi¬ 
tecture, because Berthold Lubetkin 
was quite an avant garde designer 
and his work is amazing. 

Onesie 

“The film also looks at the re¬ 
lationship between humans and 
animals and emphasises the zoo’s 
atmosphere and its importance as 
a leisure and cultural attraction for 
local people. 

“It feels like an old film be¬ 
cause of the way it is shot and the 
old-fashioned architecture but the 
people are wearing modern clothes. 


“On one of the days I was shoot¬ 
ing, everyone who came to the zoo 
was wearing a onesie.” 

“The loss of history that occurs 
when we knock buildings down 
fascinates me and I think it is a 
great subject for a film maker to 
focus on. 

“The restoration of Lubetkin’s 
work means history is being pre¬ 
served in this instance. 

“It was great to get Lenny Henry 
to narrate the film too, it is nice 
that he has a bit of an accent and 
of course he knows all about Dud¬ 
ley and the zoo.” 

As well as the film, people can 
look at original design plans for 
Dudley Zoo, alongside artistic 
photographs of its enclosures and 
a fascinating 3D sculptural piece 
based around a revolving stuffed 
owl, which has been christened 
Minerva, in honour of a famous 
quote from philosopher Georg Wil¬ 
helm Fredrick Hegel. 



Some of the documents gathered which are part of the exhibition 



































































































































What's in a name 
over devolution? 


DANIEL 

WAJNWRIGffl 


JUST when we thought 
Greater Birmingham was 
deader than disco, it rears its 
head all over again. 

If the West Midlands cannot 
even agree on what to call itself, 
talk of devolution is pointless. 

To most people, the argument itself 
is the most mind numbingly dull and 
uninspiring of all. 

It is, at its most basic, a question of 
Whitehall relinquishing its iron grip 
over funding and powers and letting 
local communities make the decision. 

But it matters. It’s about how much 
we get compared with the emerging 
Northern Powerhouse and the ev¬ 
er-expanding south east. 

Once we’ve settled on a name we 
can get into all sorts of arguments over 
what those powers should be, whether 
or not the looming combined author¬ 
ity will replace or supercede any func¬ 
tions of local councils and lance the 
ever-present boil of a directly elected 
metro mayor. 

Billing 

Council leaders tried to do that with 
the dull as ditch water ‘does-what-it- 
says-on-the-tin’ name of West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority. 

No-one takes top billing and none 
of the cities involved - Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Birmingham, Coventry and even, 
potentially, Lichfield - can claim they 
are being sidelined over someone else, 
while the metropolitan boroughs of 
Walsall, Sandwell, Dudley, Solihull 


Andy Street, chairman of the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP 


and various other districts don’t feel 
hard-done-by either. 

The problem is businesses, who will 
have seats at the table, don’t seem 
to like it. It was no surprise to hear 
Andy Street, chairman of the Greater 
Birmingham and Solihull Local En¬ 
terprise Partnership say that Bir¬ 
mingham should be in the title. 

That LEP, by the way, proves that 
whatever anyone in the Black Coun¬ 
try thinks, the title of Greater Bir¬ 
mingham will not go away. But when 
it comes from businessman Mike 
Dell, who is leading the Black Coun¬ 
try Chamber of Commerce Devolution 
Group, alarm bells start to ring. 

He says: “The name ‘Birmingham’ 
is recognised on the world stage, West 
Midlands is not, and we do not want to 
be trying to explain where we are. It is 
important that we put aside parochial 


perspectives and work together.” But 
people don’t like it. Not around here 
anyway. 

For the Greater Brum LEP, busi¬ 
ness leaders can argue that what’s 
good for the city is good for the dis¬ 
tricts as many people work in one and 
live in the other. But that argument 
doesn’t wash in the Black Country. 

Mike Dell is absolutely right that 
people need to work together. 

What no-one can really answer is 
how much, exactly, is in it for each 
individual area. Nor can they really 
say what it will eventually turn into 
or who is going to run it. 

They can’t because they’re still 
defending their decision to not call it 
Greater Birmingham. 

And until we get past that, the devil 
will stay hidden amid the real detail 
no-one’s talking about. 


ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COUNTRY 
SALE NOW ON 

Over 200 Part Rolls Normal sale 

Price sq yd Price sq yd 

Contract Quality 

Axminster 80/20 £79.95 £29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 £59.95 £17.95 
100% Wool Naturals £19.95 £7.95 

Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist £35.00 £9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 £35.00 £12.95 
j Heavy Duty Saxonys £19.95 £9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist £18.95 £6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet £12.95 £3.95 


ALL LESS 50% 

At STD we have the best 
Jitters and we are NEVER 
undercut on price 


BRIERLEY HILL 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 


Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too SOLD in 
winter? 


Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your ^ 4 

conservatory roof 25 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

SupaLHil 

■ mmM4m ltd 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution 


ONLY MIDLANDS MANUFAC iR 


JVfo Planning PeJiM/uSSiou n.e.e.d-e.d-1 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 
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A Great Night Out for 


Eat Inor Takeaway Service 

Award Winning Chef 


ON ANY 6 NIGHT PACKAGE 
BOOKED THROUGHOUT JULY. 




COME AND BRING THE CHILDREN TO OUR BRAND NEW PLAY AREA 


Sandwell MBC 5 Band 
Food Hygiene Rating 


Family Atmosphere 
and Dining Area 

Sport's Channels on 
Multi Flat Screen TV's 


FOOD HVrw*Nfc RATlMCa 


0 


0O0O© 


KITCHEN OPENING HOURS: 

Mon to Fri 4.00pm -11,00pm 
Sat to Sun 12.00pm -11,00pm 


the Fourways Bar 

& Bar Be Que Nation a weelr 

Portway Hill, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9DD 

Tel: 0121 559 4394 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.8 DIESEL 

2001, dark blue metallic, 
MoT, CL, EW, EM, 
good condition. 
£4,300 ono. 

Example Ad 
Normally £47.50. 


PLUS 6 NIGHTS 


=1 =1 


FITTED KITCHEN 

Light Oak, 10 base units, 8 wall 
units, built in dishwasher and 
fridge, good condition, 
£400.00 ono. 

01902 123456 
Example Ad 
Normally £29.50. 


IF YOU DO 
NOT SELL! 


chairs, mahogany, good < 

£ 150 . 00 . 01902 123456 . 

Example Ad - Normally £19.50. | 


£ 31 “ £19 ” £12 


.50 


1.50 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
^01902 317878 _ 


ClassfiedAds 

Private Advertisers only, offer ends July 31,2015. 


Heaven is a place 
on earth for Mika 



There is a gentle theme of empowerment and Mika even takes a pop at the church 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


Iby Leon Burakowski 


FLAMBOYANT pop star Mika, 
who topped the charts across 
Europe in 2006 with the Fred¬ 
die Mercury-like Grace Kelly, 
is back with his fourth album, 
No Place In Heaven. 

Though he hasn’t been so high pro¬ 
file in the UK in recent years, he has 
continued to have hits on the conti¬ 
nent where he has been a judge on the 
Italian version of The X Factor and the 
French version of The Voice. 

And if No Place In Heaven fails to 
capture the joi de vivre of his irrepress¬ 
ible debut Life in Cartoon Motion, it 
comes close in places and is seldom 
short of enjoyable. 

There is a gentle theme of empower¬ 
ment and Mika even takes a well-man¬ 
nered pop at the church on the title 
track. ‘There’s no place in heaven for 
someone like me,’ he sings. 

Talk About You is pure big chorus 
pop, All She Wants sees the falsetto 
return, and a more melancholy side is 
shown on Hurts and Ordinary Man, the 
piano-led latter track reminiscent of 
She’s The One by Robbie Williams. 

Sarah Cracknell, the former voice of 
cult ‘60s-inspired stylists Saint Etienne, 
returns with her first solo project in over 
15 years on Red Kite. Her light-as-a- 
feather vocals are breathy almost to 
a whisper and a couple of the songs 
here are so gossamer delicate that they 
could float between your ears without 
making much impression, at first. 

But there are some lovely melo¬ 
dies here including a quite gorgeous 
lilting motif for On The Swings (think 
Dusty Springfield, Sandie Shaw and 
French’60s pop) and the pure pop that 
masks a broken heart on Nothing Left 
To Talk About,a duet with Nicky Wire 


of The Manic Street Preachers. Else¬ 
where there are elements of pastoral 
folk for In The Dark, Sgt Peppered soul 
on Ragdoll, a Nancy Sinatra-like rock¬ 
er Hearts Are For Breaking, the 60s 
influenced Underneath The Stars and 
country-pop flavoured Take The Silver, 
featuring The Rails. 

It ends with a lovely Beach Boys-in- 
fluenced lullaby, Favourite Chair... 
don’t leave it so long for next time 
please Sarah. 

Named I suspect after an Echo and 
the Bunnymen album, San Diego’s 
Crocodiles hark back to the 1960s 
on Boys, a highly enjoyable blast of 
psychedelic pop drawing on such in¬ 
fluences as The Velvet Underground, 
Black Rebel Motorcycle Club and Phil 
Spector’s classic wall of sound. 

Highlights include Foolin’ Around, 
which twists the Billie Jean riff into 
a garage rock context as Brandon 
Welchez deploys his best sneer, and 
the Boots Are Made For Walkin’ stomp 
of Do The Void. The reverb-drenched 
The Boy Is A Tramp shows they can 
handle a change of pace to dramatical¬ 
ly good effect. 


Much-missed American band The 
Cramps were one of rock’s wilder 
outfits, lurching out of Hollywood like 
gold-lame clad zombies, poisoned by a 
diet of rockabilly and horror B-movies. 
The Incredibly Strange Music Box: 
60 Songs rom The Cramps’ Cra¬ 
zy Collection is the second album to 
mine Poison Ivy and the late Lux Interi¬ 
or’s record collection of raw rock, boo¬ 
gie, blues and novelties from the 1950s 
and early ‘60s, and its a two-CD feast 
of the ridiculous, odd and frantic. 

Highlights include Charlie Feathers’ 
Stutterin’ Cindy and Wild Wild Party 
(you can see where Lux got his vo¬ 
cal style from), haunted house rocker 
Shock Treatment by The Invaders, and 
The Ventures’ fuzzed-up proto-psych 
version of Green Onions. 

Glen Reeves does theTarzan call 
rockabilly style, honking wildman sax 
from Spot Barnett on Sweetmeats and 
expletive-toting doo wop Don’t **** 
Around With Love by The Blenders. 

Amusing sleevenotes are provided 
by Mojo Magazine’s Dave Henderson. 


Morton’s magic is 
captured on album 



The distinctive artwork of Eddy Morton’s new album Rainbow Man 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


by Danny Farragher 


Eddy Morton 
Rainbow Man 

IT’S worth buying this album 
from prolific Midlands artist 
Eddy Morton for the fantastic 
artwork from the wonderfully 
named Tawdry Piffle. 

When you have finished admiring the 
cover then it’s time enjoy the great mu¬ 
sic inside. 

Morton is an unassuming performer 
who runs Katie Fitzgerald’s pub, Stour¬ 
bridge, a hot bed of folk and traditional 
music, and co-organises The Stour¬ 
bridge Folk Festival. 

Rainbow Man is a wonderfully gen¬ 
tle album where Morton’s easy style, 
experience and polished musicianship 
comes through on every track. Morton 
is a singer very much in the mould of 
Dylan. 

Morton knows how to put a song 
together and doesn’t mind crossing 
boundaries between Americana, Celt¬ 
ic, blues and folk. 

With The Battle for Stourbridge Mor¬ 
ton takes on the feel of Dick Gaughan 
with a more nasal/throaty grit which 
gives his singing a real edge. There is 
an impressive range of songs on this 
album which shows Morton’s versatili¬ 
ty. There is an emotional strength to his 
ballad When I’m Gone. There is also 
some great blues guitar on this com¬ 
plementing Morton’s gritty voice. 

Morton is one of the Black Country’s 
hidden treasures. Many people know 
him as the founder of The Bushbury 
Mountain Daredevils, now contract¬ 
ed to The Bushburys, but he is much 
more than that. He is one of those 
people who never goes for the flashy 
eye-catching approach but when you 
hear him, he can stop you in your 
tracks. Rainbow Man is available now 
through New Mountain Music. 


Robyn Stapleton 
Fickle Fortune 

The first thing which strikes you 
about Robyn Stapleton’s debut album 
is how exquisitely pure her voice is. 

Kicking off with a wonderfully tradi¬ 
tional murder ballad Two Sisters, which 
has been covered many times, Staple- 
ton’s voice bringing a freshness to it. 

There is a lovely jumping beat to the 
song provided by the accordion of Ste¬ 
phen Heffernan. 

Stapleton executes a lovely lan¬ 
guid style to her singing with the Irish 
song Bruach Na Carraige Baine, which 
means The Edge of the White Rock, 
and is a song of doomed love. 

The Shuttle Rins, from the 19th cen¬ 
tury, tells of social change. Stapleton’s 
light voice, during the refrain, mirrors 
the forward and backwards movement 
of the loom’s shuttle. 

Stapleton, from Stranraer, keeps her 
voice undulating with a beautiful lilt. 

She won BBC Radio Scotland’s 
Young Traditional Musician award in 
2014 and when you listen to Fickle For¬ 
tune you can hear why. The album is 
out now on Laverock Records. 


Pete Shirley 

Sunset Katy and Other Stories 

There is something reassuringly 
and wonderfully organic about Pete 
Shirley’s new album. Like so many 
original folk singers Shirley is one man 
and his guitar. 

He comes from Audley, Stoke on 
Trent and works full time carrying out 
his passion for singing and songwriting 
whenever he can. 

Shirley has an honest voice, it’s gen¬ 
tle and easy on the ear and you enjoy 
the words and the music as a combi¬ 
nation like strawberries and cream or 
fish and chips. 

He opens with Silver Like A Star 
and Shirley has this quality about his 
singing which is just so enjoyable. His 
style, although very different, brings 
to mind singers such as Burl Ives and 
Pete Seeger with songs which appear 
simple but you can feel there is a lot of 
feeling in what he sings. 

His observations about nature and 
about the changing world around him 
are very poignant. 

Shirley, in some ways, is a throw¬ 
back to the days of Woody Guthrie. 
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Age UK Dudley 
opening shop 

AGE UK Dudley will open its first charity 
shop in the borough next month. 

It will be welcoming shoppers to the store 
in Maple Row, Mill Street, Brierley Hill 
from mid-July. 

It will raise funds to support the work of 
Age UK Dudley and the services it runs for 
older people in the borough. 

Chief executive Jim Cameron said: “We 
are delighted to be opening our first shop 
and I hope it will be one of a number of suc¬ 
cessful shops which will raise funds to make 
a real difference to older people living in the 
borough. 

“We now need donated stock for the shop 
and volunteers to join our small shop team 
to help run the shop. 

“We will gratefully receive any unwanted 
clothing, hand bags, shoes, books and bric- 
a-brac at the shop.” 

Anyone interested in volunteering can 
contact Rene Evans on (01384) 356150 or 
email volunteer@ageukdudley.org.uk 


Ex-Merry Hill security guard 
pens another crime thriller 


AN author, whose debut 
crime novel was a bestseller, 
is hoping for another suc¬ 
cess story with her second 
book. 

Angela Marsons penned thrill¬ 
er Silent Scream about the grue¬ 
some murder of a Black Country 
headmistress that puts her police 
detective Kim Stone on the trail 
of a serial killer. 

It shot to the top of the bestseller 
chart on Amazon and stayed there for 
a month. It was also top a five hit in 
the USA, Canada and Australia, and 


has gone on to sell more than 370,000 
copies worldwide. 

Now the former Merry Hill security 
guard is hoping to repeat its success 
with her second book Evil Games. It 
follows Detective Inspector Stone e as 
she investigates the brutal stabbing 
of a rapist and, as further disturbing 
events come to light, discovers there 
is someone even more sinister at work. 

Miss Marsons, who lives in Brierley 
Hill, said: “I’ve done a lot of research 
on psychopaths and I was interested 
in how they operate without any em¬ 
pathy or connection to other people. 
The book took me about six months to 
research and write.” 


The 47-year-old, now a full-time 
writer, has a contract to pen eight 
books in the DI Stone series. 

Following the success, Miss Mar¬ 
sons is keen to track down her former 
English teacher to thank her for the 
support she gave her at Heathfield 
High School in Cradley Heath. 

Miss Othen taught her at the school, 
now called Ormiston Forge Academy, 
in the late 1970s and early 80s. 

“I would love to be able to find her 
and say thank you,” said Miss Mar¬ 
sons, who can be contacted via her 
publisher Bookouture. 

Evil Games is available via Amazon 
in paperback and as an e-book. 



Crime writer Angela Marsons 


Afternoon tea 
to help hospice 

A CHARITY champion is preparing to 
host a tea party to help a Stourbridge hos¬ 
pice this afternoon (Thursday) after the 
success of a recent event. 

Sue Williams is hosting a tea party in 
aid of Mary Stevens Hospice, after she has 
already helped raise £2,700 after organis¬ 
ing an evening with Edwina Currie, the 
former Conservative politician. 

Today’s tea party will be held at the 
Park Hall estate, off the A456 Birming¬ 
ham Road, in Blakedown. The event runs 
from 2pm to 5pm and costs £12 per per¬ 
son which includes tea, coffee, cake, sand¬ 
wiches and entertainment. 

Sue said: “Mary Stevens is very close 
to my heart particularly since losing two 
very close friends who spent their last 
days there.” 

Call Sue Williams on 01562 883834 or 
07536 111637 for details. 



Camra’s Steve Thompson and Tony Hitchmough 

DRINKERS will be able to raise a glass to the Black Coun¬ 
try during a special pub and brewery tour. 

A celebration of Black Country beers is being brewed up 
as part of this summer’s Black Country Festival. 

The event, which will involve a trip around Dudley bor¬ 
ough by bus, and will take in famous Black Country pubs 
associated with local breweries. 

The Black Country Beer Day will be led by the Dudley 
and South Staffordshire branch of the Campaign for Real 
Ale on Saturday, July 11. It is part of a series of events 
taking place throughout July in Dudley to celebrate Black 
Country Day on July 14. 

The trip will start at 11am at the new Sadler’s Bre- 
whouse and Bar adjacent to Lye Railway Station and go 
via Craddock’s brewery at the Duke William in Stourbridge 
and the Bathams’ Bull and Bladder in Brierley Hill before 
heading to the Olde Swan Brewery at Ma Pardoes in Neth- 
erton. Visit www.blackcountryfestival.co.uk for further 
details. 

Motorcyclist survives 
crash due to helmet 

A MOTORCYCLIST had his helmet to thank for when he 
escaped with minor injuries in a crash with a van, say par¬ 
amedics. 

The rider, who was in his 40s was taken to hospital with 
a shoulder injury but medics say his injuries could have 
been a lot worse had he not been wearing a helmet. His 
helmet had a two to three inch dent. 

The smash happened at about 2.30pm on June 23 on the 
A458 Stourbridge to Bridgnorth road near Enville. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service spokesman Murray 
MacGregor said: “The motorcycle had suffered significant 
damage. The motorcyclist’s helmet had a two to three inch 
dent in it but he’d managed to get it off himself. He was 
immobilised using a neck collar and spinal board and un¬ 
derwent a full trauma assessment. He was given pain relief 
before being taken to Russells Hall Hospital. The man driv¬ 
ing the van was unhurt.” 


SUMMER SALE 
EXTRA 
DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


T/ua Saturday & Sunday, 


Cousins" Summer Sale starts this weekend. 

Be early to take advantage of extra discounts off all 
sale prices for the start of the sale only. 

With huge reductions on every single item, there's 
never been a better time to save on furniture, carpets, 
beds, homewares and much more, including all the 
famous brand names. 

Buy now and pay nothing until next year - 
not even a deposit - interest free. 



LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


(busins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 



* Free parking 

* Instore restaurant 

* Large stocks 

* Immediate delivery 


kO/ ADD D C DD CC C K|TATI\/F Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store 
' /o Arlx KLr KLJLIN I r\ I I V L concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 19.07.15. See website for Price Promise details. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 2, 2015 

































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 2, 2015 


14 


MP visits 
homes to 
thank staff 

AN MP has presented care 
home staff with awards 
and joined in residents’ 
keep fit classes. 

Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis MP James Morris, 
visited three care homes 
as part of National Care 
Home Open Day. 

He presented long ser¬ 
vice awards to staff at Trin¬ 
ity House, Cradley Heath, 
and joined residents for 
their fitness class at Halas 
Homes. 

Thousands of care 
homes across the UK took 
part last week, welcoming 
the public and arranging 
events and activities that 
help to create lasting links 
between care home resi¬ 
dents and their local com¬ 
munities. 

Conservative MP Mr 
Morris said: “All three 
homes I visited demon¬ 
strated a community spirit 
and showed how they set a 
high standard.” 

A first for 
firefighters 

OFFICERS from Old Hill 
and Cradley Heath Neigh¬ 
bourhood policing team 
joined specialist fire crews 
to rescue a dog that fell 15 
feet down a drain in Row- 
ley Regis. 

The three-year-old ter¬ 
rier became an internet 
hit after emergency crews 
streamed the rescue live on 
the internet - a first for the 
service. Crews were called 
around 7.30pm on Sunday 
and it took over two hours 
to rescue the animal from 
the drain in Powke Lane. 


FOCUS ON CRADLEY AND CRADLEY HEATH 


Bid to mark chainmakers' 
festival with hostin' picnic 


A bostin’ picnic will be offering visitors to this 
year’s Women Chainmakers’ Festival plenty 
to ‘ate’. 

Cradley Heath Creative is calling for people to 
bring along a favourite dish to share with others as 
part of the community event on Sunday, July 12. 

The group will be in their newly purchased Oss Box, a 


70’s horse trailer that they 
bile arts venue. This year’s 
Women Chainmakers’ Fes¬ 
tival is the Oss Box’s first 
outing and it will be used 
for creative activities. 

Vicki Smith of Cradley 
Heath Creative said: “Our 
idea is that people share 
food that is memorable or 
means a lot to them. I’ll be 
bringing tinned peaches 
and evaporated milk, a real 
strong memory of family 
Sunday afternoons.” 

Moved 

“Although this is a festival 
celebrating women’s work, 
there are plenty of men who 
get into the kitchen nowa¬ 
days, and there’s lots of in¬ 
ternational food that people 
love. There’ll be cutlery and 
plates available, just dish up 
your dishes.” 

She added: “Its really 
good to be part of the 
Women Chainmakers’ Fes¬ 
tival again, especially now 
it’s moved to Cradley Heath 
High Street this year. 

“On the day there is 
music, theatre, comedy, 


ire transforming into a mo- 

by Heather Large 


headlined by Black Country 
comedy group, The Fizzogs, 
and plenty of family fun.” 

The event used to be held 
at the Black Country Living 
Museum. 

The night before the pic¬ 
nic, there will be a perfor¬ 
mance as part of the festival 
at the Hollybush Ale House 
on New Town Lane. 

It will be the second time 
that Cradley Heath Crea¬ 
tive, which works to bring 
arts to the area, has taken 
part in the Women Chain- 
makers Festival. 

The event marks the 1910 
strike when the women 
chainmakers of Cradley 
Heath, led by trade unionist 
Mary MacArthur, held out 
for ten weeks to secure bet¬ 
ter wages for women. Their 
struggle paved the way for 
the minimum wage. 

The event is from 11am 
until 6pm, involving music, 
street theatre and speeches. 



Vicki Smith, left, with Tim Tolkien and Fran Wilde, ready for the Women Chainmakers’ Festival at Cradley Heath 


Library bid 
to boost 
shop parade 

CRADLEY Library could 
move to a revamped shop¬ 
ping parade under plans 
which include a supermar¬ 
ket, new shops and flats. 

Campaigners are looking 
at ideas to have rundown 
shops in Colley Gate trans¬ 
formed, after claiming 
that boarded-up shops are 
blighting the area. 

Councillors say that re¬ 
locating the town’s library, 
currently around the cor¬ 
ner in Colley Lane, forms 
part of the proposals. They 
claim Cradley Library is 
one of the least used in the 
borough and a move could 
boost numbers using it. 

Developers Hortons’ 
Estates and Antringham 
showcased their ideas to 
around 100 people who at¬ 
tended the Cradley Action 
Group meeting last month. 

Dudley Council own two 
of the properties and the 
developers are entering 
talks with landlords over 
the four remaining stores. 

Paths project 
perks up park 

IMPROVEMENTS have 
been made to a Cradley 
park where a £70,000 
project to create new foot¬ 
paths has been completed. 

The work has been car¬ 
ried out at Homer Hill 
Park to improve access 
for visitors. The five paths 
have been made in and 
around the perimeter of 
the park and now join up 
with the existing network 
of walks. Some cash for the 
project came from the sale 
of the crematorium lodge 
in Lower Gornal. 



CENTRAL 

market 

HALL u 

SS3 

OPEN 


Wediwsday^FridayajJ^ Saturday 

Tuesd i y a r <1 * u ' sdav 

07850 742961 







Swimming Lessons 

from baby to adult 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 

Award winning services supporting Sandwell’s scorecard ' C 


Spaces available 
Haden Hill 
Leisure Centre 

Barrs Road, 

Cradley Heath, B64 7H 


How well 

can you . _ 

swim? 


Flexible payment plans 
Check progress online 
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FOR THE START OF THE WILLIAM & SONS 



wl 


ersale 



discount 


Off our already low SALE PRICES 

this Saturday & Sunday! 






• • 


Buy this opening weekend of our summer sale for EXTRA discount throughout the whole store... 


plus pay nothing until next year, no deposit and no interest ever! 



L L 1 A M&S 0 N S www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 

DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

Saturday 10-6pm 

Sunday 11-5pm 

Backed up by our Price Match Promise! 


Aktenfl flbanj >>«W«K ajlam Mvers rauch WMl ^ W* 1 *! HS WADE 


0% APR *Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0.00. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
REPRESENTATIVE Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Subject to status. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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Bowie’s Black Country Rock revival 


Tony Visconti & Woody 
Woodmansey’s Holy Holy, 

02 Academy, Birmingham 

TONY Visconti produced some of 
David Bowie’s best known albums, 
and as one of the Spiders from Mars, 
Woody Woodmansey drummed on 
them. Though the main man remains 
in semi-retirement in New York, they 
have earned the right to perform 
these songs. 

The Man Who Sold The World is an 


odd choice to perform in full, as one of 
the Thin White Duke’s lesser known 
albums. Its title song was covered so 
superbly by Nirvana that many think 
it’s a Kurt Cobain original. 

Given the hard rock treatment by a 
seasoned band and with Heaven 17’s 
capable Glenn Gregory providing the 
lion’s share of the vocals, it was inter¬ 
esting to hear Bowie’s prog rock opus 
from 1970. There were storming ver¬ 
sions of All the Madmen, Black Coun¬ 


try Rock and After All, the latter with 
suitably theatrical vocals from guest 
Marc Almond. Visconti played bass 
and Yorkshire rocker Woodmansey 
remains a formidable drummer. 

Things took off in the second half 
with favourites from Hunky Dory, 
Ziggy Stardust and Aladdin Sane, 
Gregory excelling with Life On Mars 
and duetting with Almond for All 
The Young Dudes and Oh You Pretty 
Things. Leon Burakowski 


Mousetrap 
has secret 
of success 

The Mousetrap, 

Wolverhampton Grand 

FOR more than six decades 
now, Agatha Christie’s play 
The Mousetrap has been 
at fixture in London’s West 
End, while this national 
tour delights audiences fur¬ 
ther afield. 

The longevity of The 
Mousetrap may fool first 
timers into thinking that it 
is her best work; in fact, it is 
not. That said, it is a light¬ 
hearted, quirky piece of 
theatre with an essentially 
English vibe, an easy-to- 
follow storyline and likea¬ 
ble characters. The perfect 
recipe for an entertaining 
evening. 

The plot centres around a 
group of unusual characters 
who are brought together in 
a small country guest house. 
Then, exactly as you would 
expect, when a murder hap¬ 
pens everyone begins to sus¬ 
pect everyone else. 

The twists and turns in 
Act Two ensure that the re¬ 
veal is completely unpredict¬ 
able. All that is left to say is 
please don’t spoil it. Half the 
fun of seeing The Mousetrap 
is keeping the secret. It runs 
until Saturday. 

Alison Norton 


REVIEWS 



Stafford Festival Shakespeare performing Much Ado About Nothing at Stafford Castle 

Much Ado is worthy of Stafford 
Festival's 25 year anniversary 


Much Ado About Nothing, Stafford Castle 

IN some corner of a Stafford field, that is 
forever England, in the shadow of the cas¬ 
tle, we were treated to a sparkling perfor¬ 
mance of Much Ado About Nothing. 

Set just after the end of the First World 
War, the cast, admirably led by Phylip Har¬ 
ris - who would later be tickling our ribs 
as the incompetent policeman Dogberry 
- got the audience into the mood with a 
sing-along. It certainly set the tone for 
what would be a very musical production 
with excellent voices and instrumentation 
throughout, to intersperse the comedic and 
highly dramatic moments of Much Ado. 


Union Flag bunting surrounds the stage, 
the facade of a town square of the period 
is the backdrop, as our brave boys are wel¬ 
comed home from the trenches. Quickly 
their thoughts turn from war to the pursuit 
of the fairer sex as Benedick and Beatrice 
engage in their own war of wits. The leads, 
a couple of 25 years themselves, Philip 
Bretherton as Benedick and Sherry Baines 
as Beatrice, acquitted themselves well as 
the sparring partners who come to realise 
they have feelings for one another. 

The Stafford Festival Shakespeare pro¬ 
duction continues until July 11. 

Graeme Andrew 


Home Selections 


MBS IT, MISS OUT! 

LOUNGE FURNITURE AND 
GARDEN FURNITURE 


HUGE STOCK 
CLEARANCE 
EVERYTHING 
MUST GO 


CALL NOW 

Britannia Street, Tividale, 

£1 

Oldbury B69 2PG 

U 

□ 121 557 7222 

*Picture for 

www. ubhikitchens. co. uk 

illustration 
purposes only 


We require single carers and couples 
Excellent fees and allowances: 

up to £750 per week! 

We will provide you with training, support and 
guidance from our team of child care professionals 

For further information or just an informal chat - 
contact Helen Winchester on: 03301 239355 (Local Rate) 
or email info@fusionfostering.com 
Midlands Contact - 07823 342397 - Ivan Davis 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


\ijL; . 7 ,. 

upwtw 

c m 1 

Stockist of 
chairs to make 
sitting and 
rising easier 





Recliner 

Chairs 


Ortho 

Chairs 


•Divan Beds *Bed Frames •Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 
Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 




Barking Glad Salon 

Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, 
h Halesowen 

B63 4JU 

* f 0121 550 7446 

4| barkingglad@gmail.com 

www.barkinggiatlcloggrooming.QO.uk 


Hie Chronicle 

We require agent to control 
distribution of your 

FREE newspaper. 


Call us on 
01902 319990 



Or email 


marie.darling@expnessandstar.co.uk 


This is an ideal position for someone 
with a little spare time, a car and a 
telephone. This is an interesting job 
with flexible working hours and a good 
rate of pay controlling your own team of 
distributors in your local area. 

























































£3m Portal canal 
centre being built 


WORK has begun on a £3 million 
education centre at Dudley Canal 
Tunnel - the latest stage of a mul¬ 
ti-million pound tourism project 
transforming the town. 

Builders have moved in to create 
the attraction - to be known as The 
Portal - which it is hoped will draw 
tourists from across the country. 

It coincides with the £10m revamp 
of Castle Hill helping to link the tun¬ 
nels, Dudley Zoo and Castle and the 
Black Country Living Museum. 

Officials from Dudley Canal Trust, 
which manage the historic tunnel 
and limestone mines, are delighted 
that the works are under way to 
bring their vision to reality. 

Visitors will be able to get a 
glimpse of the future of the Todd’s 
End site, off Birmingham New Road, 
as the building work progresses. 

The Portal, at Todd’s End, off the 
Birmingham New Road, will outline 
the Black Country’s industrial past 
with exhibits inside a two-storey 
building. The top floor will provide 
direct access from the boat trips car 
park. 

Dudley Canal Trust Trips Chief 
Executive, Nick Morris, said: “We 
are delighted to see such progress on 
our new facility. Our underground 
experience is a unique attraction, 


and we are looking forward to hav¬ 
ing a building that does it justice.” 

The building is due to open in the 
autumn. There will be an interac¬ 
tive exhibition in the Biffa Award 
gallery, and a new restaurant is 
planned. People will be able to have 
a drink on the balcony overlooking 
the canal, take part in workshops in 
the learning space or hold functions 
at the centre. 

Mr Morris added: “The new build¬ 
ing will be a huge step forward for 
us in terms of what we can offer 
visitors. Whether you’re booking a 
wedding reception with us or bring¬ 
ing the family for a day out, we can’t 
wait to show you everything we have 
planned.” 

Plans for The Portal were first 
announced by Dudley Canal Trust 
around three years ago. It has been 
supported by grants from organi¬ 
sations including Heritage Lottery 
Fund, European Regional Develop¬ 
ment Fund, Black Country Local 
Area Partnership and a Biffa Award 

Building work continues through¬ 
out the summer, and boat trips into 
the limestone mines continue as nor¬ 
mal whilst the work is going on. 

Visitors are encouraged to view 
the work from ta viewing platform 
at car park level and the canalside. 



Sports sessions for 
youngsters during 
summer holidays 

A ‘SUMMER activezone’ kicks off in Dudley next month 
giving children six weeks of sporting holiday fun. 

Activities will run from July 20 until August 29 and 
are a mixture of free and paid-for sessions for children 
aged five to 18. Coaching for sports including basketball, 
cricket, football, golf, gymnastics, multi-sports and ten¬ 
nis is available throughout the holidays in the borough. 

Summer activities include gymnastics, multi-skills, 
junior intensive swim lessons, arts and crafts, soft play 
which are all taking place at Crystal, Dudley and Hale¬ 
sowen leisure centres. There are free group activities in¬ 
cluding games, fencing, sports and fitness activities and 
adapted games such as kwik cricket at Mary Stevens 
Park, Stourbridge; Huntingtree Park, Halesowen; Silver 
Jubilee Park, Coseley; and Netherton Park. 

Parachute 

Free activities including fencing, parachute games, tag 
games, relays, Frisbee, rounder’s, orienteering, fitness 
activities and adapted games are also on offer as part of 
the activezone summer. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet member responsible 
for health, said: “Summer activezone is a fantastic guide 
to activities, coaching and sports across the borough 
throughout the summer holidays.” 

Coaching and leisure centre activity prices vary and 
are subject to availability. For more information visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/sport call (01384) 815594 or email 
activezone@dudley.gov.uk 
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College's 
principal 
speaks out 
over cuts 


PRINCIPAL Lowell Williams has spoken of 
his ‘desperate disappointment’ that more 
jobs are set to go at Dudley College. 

A dozen full-time posts are at risk with more re¬ 
dundancies expected to follow in the wake of £1.4m 
Government cuts to the college’s adult learning 
budget. 

Twelve roles in management, teaching and support will 


go, while 39 posts will be 
reduced from full-time to 
term-time only. 

The cuts mean around 
1,000 fewer places available 
for adult learners from Sep¬ 
tember. 

A total of 22 posts have al¬ 
ready gone since the college 
launched its targeted redun¬ 
dancy programme in April. 

It followed the removal 
of funding from the Gov¬ 
ernment’s Skills Funding 
Agency. 

Health and social care 
courses as well as early 
years training in nurseries 
and care homes are among 
the courses hit by the move. 

Seven workers originally 
marked for redundancy 
have been found alternative 
positions in the college. 

Wages 

The reduction in posts 
from full-time to term-time 
is expected to hit hard with 
those staff possibly losing 
up to 30 per cent of their 
wages. 

Principal Lowell Wil¬ 
liams, said: “We are des¬ 
perately disappointed to be 
forced into this position. 
The college is a high-per¬ 
forming, extremely effi¬ 
cient organisation but we 


By Peter Madeley 

cannot sustain the current 
workforce in this climate of 
austerity, where wave after 
wave of budget reductions 
are being imposed on adult 
learning provision.” 

Despite cuts, the college’s 
financial health remains 
‘strong’ following the mul¬ 
ti-million pound investment 
in Dudley’s Learning Quar¬ 
ter. 

Meanwhile, a Govern¬ 
ment minister has prom¬ 
ised to meet with bosses at 
Dudley College to discuss 
concerns over the cuts in 
funding. 

Business, Innovation and 
Skills minister Nick Boles 
said he would hold talks 
with college representatives 
after they revealed that 
jobs and courses are under 
threat. 

The pledge came after 
Dudley North MP Ian Aus¬ 
tin requested that ministers 
address proposed cuts put¬ 
ting jobs and student places 
under threat. 

Among the training places 
facing the axe are health 
and social care courses, as 
well as early years training 
in the workplace. 


Flowers for Floozie 

BIRMINGHAM’S landmark Floozie in the Jacuzzi is to be 
filled with flowers and plants this summer. 

The famous fountain in Victoria Square, which has not 
been fully operational since 2013, will be filled with blooms 
from mid-July. The city council is looking to fully repair 
the fountain next year after initial work failed to fix a leak. 
Until then, the landmark will be filled with flowers. 


Advertisement 



Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

AH reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 



3 Seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 

from £395 



Odd Bases & 
Mattresses to 
Clear from 

£69 



Double 

Divans 

from 

£195 





r*—* «• 


♦ * 


safe*; 

Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 

Your chair, designed to fit you 

1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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Children at a Sunday School anniversary at the Welsey Bible Institute during the 1940s 


Always independent - the Wesley Bible Institute in Darby End 


Wesley Bible Institute Church Juniors FC, Handsworth division IV champions 1918-19 


The Wesley 'State goes on despite 
changing times over its 100 years 


THE changing face of the 20th 
century is recorded in this small 
chapel near Dudley. 

Once people were filing in for one of 
five services held on Sundays at the 
busy chapel packed to the rafters. But 
now declining numbers reflect the has¬ 
tening pace of life. 

Wesley Bible Institute Church, in Darby 
End, Netherton, is celebrated its centenary 
with an open day and service recently. 

Around 30 people still regularly attend 
the church, in Cole Street, each week. 

Organisers say people would be travelling 
from as far afield as Essex and Yorkshire to 
mark the milestone. 

Church member Dave Walker, aged 72, 
was first taken to the church by his mother 
Nellie, who was a Sunday school superin¬ 
tendent. 

“It will be nice to see everyone down 
there,” said Mr Walker, a retired newspaper 
sub editor who has two children and four 
grandchildren. 


MEMORY LANE 


by Andrew Turton 


Also involved are lay preacher Norman 
Jeavons, church elders John Nash and 
Geoff Harris, church members Carol Priest, 
and Paul and Kim Hill, who were married 
at the Wesley Bible Institute Church, and 
church council chairman Brian Adams. 

“It is a humble church and it has a good 
atmosphere with a good heart,” said Mr 
Hill, a father-of-three, from Dudley Wood. 

The Stute, as it is known locally, evolved 
from the Darby End Institute Youth Club 
which used to meet in a wooden hut where 
the present church stands today. 

The chapel was built in 1915. 

Founder members Daniel Morby, choir¬ 
master John Wycherley and David Downer 
were the driving force in forming the 
church. They were joined by organist Billy 
Smart, Irene Smart who was the Sunday 
School pianist and the Sunday School su¬ 
perintendent Fred Shaw. 


At one time, there were five Sunday 
meeting - three for adults and two for Sun¬ 
day School children - together with mid¬ 
week activities. 

One of the church’s sporting highlights 
was winning the old Dudley Guest Hospi¬ 
tal cup, beating Cradley Heath St Luke’s, 
in the early 1930s on a pitch in the Dudley 
Wood stadium, home to Cradley Heathens 
speedway team. 

There was some controversy in 1932 
when some elders and members left to join 
Cole Street Methodist Church following the 
chapel’s decision not to join the local Meth¬ 
odist circuit. 

The end of the Second World War marked 
a cause for celebration as church mem¬ 
bers who had been serving in the forces 
were welcomed home, including Japanese 
prisoner of war Harold Smith. Charitable 
causes were central to life at the chapel 
which was an active member of Netherton 
Free Church Federal Council and Sunday 
School Union. They raised money for or¬ 
phaned children. 


There were choir trips to the seaside 
every Whit Monday, annual Sunday School 
outings and Bonfire Night events. After the 
demise of the chapels’ football and cricket 
teams following the war the youth club 
formed a table tennis team which played in 
the old Dudley Temperance League. 

With the Sunday School’s ongoing popu¬ 
larity, a £2,800 school room was opened on 
March 2, 1963, by Mr Walker’s mother Nel¬ 
lie and church council chairman Sid Foley. 
Nellie passed away in 1968 aged 65. 

Around this time youth members held a 
protest about rules imposed by church offi¬ 
cials saying there should not be any smok¬ 
ing or playing of pop music on the premises. 

In the 1970s there was another vote on 
joining the local Methodist circuit and again 
the motion was defeated and the chapel 
stayed independent. 

Now the chapel has just one service each 
week with no midweek meetings. 

Mr Walker said: “There is a good spirit 
among members and they intend to keep 
going for quite a while yet.” 



Nellie Walker opens the Sunday School watched by Sid Foley 



Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


Saturday Night Theatre from £159." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 


Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 





mm 




For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 



























WINNER OF THE 2015 CURRY LIFE 
BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 


BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWAR 

RRJ SPIC 



British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - 

Winner of the top restaurant 'UK' British Fusion - Chef of the year 2007/2008 

"Your award winning restaurant" Curry Chef of the Year 2010-2011 

Restaurant of Distinction • Fully Refurbished 
Fully Licensed • Bring Your Own Wine • Fully Air Conditioned 

HOME delivery 0121 559 5537 / 561 3556 

^“/niSCOUNfoN 7 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, Warley, West Midlands B6 5 OHGj 

jgfALL c ollection www.therajspice^co?^ 


tV RE-LAUNCH PARTY ■ THIS FRIDAY 3RD JULY-fa 

-mm i|B EDcD PSullJB&v $ 

_n/Arvnrar=^ B6' . 


ru 

iTrTTm =5^3^ W 

...Fresh Out of Retirement! Hc»v’ i # v. 

iBSSt BSffSJS* 'm 

Banqueting Suites 9pm - 11pm HEN PARTI 

EfcD DOMK©K]£W7- mLC0Mi 

11 pm - 3am 

★ NEW SOUND SYSTEM ★ NEW LIGHTS ★ NEW COCKTAILS ★ 

★ FREE ADMISSION UNTIL 11pm ★ 

Birmingham Street, Halesowen 0121 602 0202 
www.benjaminsbanquet.co.uk 




HENPARTIES 

WELCOME 


2, 2015 
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Listings July 3-9 


GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 

• Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 

• Free excursion programme 


1MIDEAI1 


mm 

l / New bookit^only. No further ^counts ai 



15 DAY TOURS depart MON 20 JUL 

□ 

Folkestone & Ostend 

£ 199.95 

Alnwick Castle b Holy Island 

£ 269.95 

Pontins Pakefield ‘FAMILY SPECIAL* 

£ 179.95 

Bournemouth b Weymouth 

£ 199.95 

Aberfoyle, Edinburgh b Oban 

£ 219.95 

Sandown, Isle of Wight 

£ 189.95 

Holy Island b Northumberland 

£ 199.95 

Torquay & Exeter 

£ 189.95 

Isle of Arran b Clatteringshaw Loch 

£ 199.95 

Royal Deeside & Cairngorms 

£ 179.95 

Ostend b Bruges 

£ 259.95 

Valkenburg b Monshau 

£ 269.95 

Scarborough & Whitby 

£ 189.95 

York, Wensleydale & Whitby 

£ 199.95 

15 DAY TOURS depart MON 27 JUL 

L 


Cumbrae Island b Isle of Bute £ 219 . 9 $ 

Erdigg, Bodnant Gardens b Llangollen Cruise £ 229.95 
Llandudno b Snowdonia £ 189.95 

Blackpool b Southern Lakes £ 179.95 

Weston-S-Mare b Bath £ 199.95 

Folkestone b Ostend £ 189.95 

Sandown, Isle of Wight £ 189.95 

Torquay b Brixham £ 189.95 

Brighton & Worthing £ 229.95 

Eastbourne b Brixham £ 199.95 

Bournemouth b Weymouth £ 199.95 

Liverpool Adelphi b Mersey Cruise £ 199.95 

Babbacombe, Devon Steam b Cruise £ 199.95 


WARNER STUDIOS Harry Potter $ London 


-l].ilT} '| ( 


★ ADMISSION INCLUDED ★ 


8,22 Aug, 19 Sep, 
14,21,28 Nov, 

12 Dec 


2 DAYS 


£99.95 



• Les Miserables • Miss Saigon • Mamma Mia’ _ 

• Beautiful • Bend It like Beckham • Phantom • Lion King 

■ Memphis • War Horse • Elf • Billy Elliot • Mrs Browns Boys 

■ Lord of the Dance • Charlie & the Chocolate Factory • Shrek 
»Matilda • Wicked • Jersey Boys • Sinatra • Cats • Ken Dodd 

• Abba/Tom Jones/Elton/Elvis/Rod Stewart/Buble Tribute 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk 


Camper 

Jam 



Fri - Sun 

Weston Park, Shifnal 
Camper Jam is a family friendly, fun 
filled show with a chilled out, take 
it easy vibe. Highlights include live 
bands, children’s activities and the 
“cooking in a camper” competition. 
Visit www.camperjam.com 


Moscow State 
Circus 



Wed-July 12 
Merry Hill Centre, Dudley 
The Moscow State Circus returns to the 
UK with its latest and greatest produc¬ 
tion to date. Zhelaniy is based on the 
Russian folklore story of the flower with 
seven colours. 

Visit www.moscowstatecircus.com 


Jimmy 

Carr 



Saturday, 8pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
By popular demand Carr has added 
this extra date to his current tour, 
Funny Business. Come for the witty 
and incisive musings on the human 
condition; stay for the cheap gags. 
Visit www.thsh.co.uk 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Global superstar and undisputed 
queen of contemporary soul Mary J 
Blige follows her show-stealing per¬ 
formance alongside Sam Smith at the 
2015 Grammy Awards with a new tour. 
Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


ROCK & POP 

Mary J. Blige 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£40.08 - £56.95 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Fleetwood Mac 

Sat at 8pm, £56.70 - £135.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Wall Of Floyd 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£16.75-£18.75 

Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

The Billy Fury Years 

Fri at 7.30pm, £18 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Paul Carrack - Rain or Shine 

Fri at 7.30pm, £25 - £27.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Respublica 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Biohazard 

Wed at 7pm, £16.50 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552106 

COUNTRY & FOLK 

Nothing to Prove 

Fri at 8.30pm, £4 - £5 
Ashwood Marina Ltd, 
Kingswinford, DY6 OAQ. 

Call 01384 27996 

Andrew & Lynn 

Fri at 8.30pm, £6 
The Five Ways Inn, 

Cannock, WS12 3HU. 

Call 01543 279022 

Common Folk Double Bill 

Thu at 8.30pm, 

Pelsall Cricket & Sports Club, 
Walsall Road, Walsall, WS3 4BR 
Call 01922 682018 

Country Music Nights 

Sun at 8.15pm, £2 
Swan With Two Necks, 

Longdon, WS15 4PN. 

Call 01543 491570 

Simon & Garfunkel 

Thu at 7.30pm, £1 -£12.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Irish Session 

Wed at 8pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 


Sandpiper Folk Club Night 

Wed at 7.45pm, 

Pigot Arms, 11 High Street, 
Pattingham, 

Wolverhampton, WV6 7BQ. 

Call 01902 700207 

Brewood Acoustic Club 

Thu at 8pm, 

Brewood Cricket Club, Four 
Ashes Road, Brewood, 

ST19 9HX. 

Call 01902 850422 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Bette Midler 

Thu at 8pm, £56.95 - £110.70 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Graduates Summer Concert 

Sun at 4pm - 5pm, 

Selly Manor Museum, 

Bournville, Birmingham, 

B30 1UB. 

Call 0121 472 0199 

Royal Opera: Guillaume Tell 

Sun at 2.45pm, £10-£18 
Light House, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Redditch Orchestra 

Sat at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Harp & A Monkey - The Great 
War: New Songs and Stories 

Mon at 8pm 
Stafford Gatehouse, 

ST16 2LT 

Call 01785 619080 

Carducci Quartet 

Sat at 10.30am 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 345 0600 

2015 Brant International Piano 
Competition, Birmingham: The 
Final 

Sat at 3pm 

Town Hall, Birmingham, B1 2EA. 
Call 0121 345 0600 

Wagner’s The Flying 
Dutchman 

Sun at 4pm 
£9.50 - £50 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 345 0600 

JAZZ & BLUES 

The Beat Brothers 

Sat, 7/30pm 

The Jam House, 3-5 St Pauls 
Square, Birmingham, B31QU. 
Call 0121 200 3030 

Karyn White 

Tue, 7.30pm 

The Jam House, 3-5 St Pauls 
Square, Birmingham, B31QU. 
Call 0121 200 3030 


King Pleasure & the Biscuit 
Boys 

Thu, 7.30pm 

The Jam House, 3-5 St Pauls 
Square, Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

The Pasadena Roof Orchestra 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

£18.25-£19.75 

Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Lee Jones Quintent 

Fri at 5pm, Free 
Symphony Hall Cafe Bar 
Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 345 0600 

Ella Fitzgerald Songbook 

Fri, 7.30pm 
£12.50-£44 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 345 0600 

MFY National Festival 

Tue - July 10 
Venues and times vary 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 345 0600 

THEATRE 

Barnum 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, Wed at 
2pm, £19.50-£48.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Meet the Gruffalo! 

Sat at 10.30am, £3 

Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, 

Redditch, B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Oklahoma! 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
£18-£40 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Dead Simple 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
£11.25-£38.90 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Cyrano de Bergerac 

Sat at 7.45pm, Sun at 2.45pm, 
Tue, Wed, Thu at 7.45pm, 

£6-£12.50 

The Crescent Theatre, 

Sheepcote Street, Birmingham, 
B16 8AE. Call 0121 643 5858 

The Mousetrap 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
£11.50-£29.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Vocalize Variety Show 

Sat at 2pm, 7pm, 

£10.75-£12.75 

Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 


Honk! The Musical 

Wed, Thu at 2.30pm/7.30pm 
Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT 
Call 01785 619080 

NT Live: Man & Superman 

Sun at 2pm, £11 -£19.50 
mac, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

NT Live: Man & Superman 

Fri at 7pm 

Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT 
Call 01785 619080 

DANCE 

Worcestershire Schools’ Dance 

Tue at 4pm, £5.75-£10.75 
Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

COMEDY 

Jimmy Carr 

Sat at 8pm, £25 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 345 0600 

The Best in Live Stand-Up 
Comedy 

Fri, Sat at 7pm, £5-£18.50 
The Glee Club, 70 Hurst Street, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

CRAFT & 
WORKSHOPS 

Children’s Weekend Activities 

Sat at 10.30am - 4.30pm, 

£2 - £4.50 

The Museum Of Carpet, 
Kidderminster, DY10 1AZ. 

Call 01562 69028 

You Crafty Thing! 

Thu at 10.30am - 12.30pm, 

£3 

The Museum Of Cannock Chase, 
Hednesford, 

Cannock, WS12 1TD. 

Call 01543 877666 

Nifty Knitters 

Fri at 11am - 1pm, £1 

The Oak House Museum, Oak 

Road, West Bromwich, 

B70 8HJ. 

Call 0121 553 0759 

OPEN MICS & 

OTHER EVENTS 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Quiz 

Tue at 7.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 


Irish Session 

Wed at 8pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Rebel Rebel Weekends 

Fri, Sat at 8pm, Free 
The Flapper, Kingston Row, 
Birmingham, B1 2NU. 

Call 0121 236 2421 

Sunday Shenanigans - Open 
Mic night 

Sun at 8pm - 12pm, Free 
Moochers, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 PH. 

Call 01384 671141 

TALKS & LECTURES 

An Introduction to Beekeeping 

Sat at 12pm - 2pm, £15 
Selly Manor Museum, 

Bournville, Birmingham, 

B30 1 UB. 

Call 0121 472 0199 

FAMILY/DAYS OUT 

Camper Jam 

Fri, Sat, Sun, £15 on the gate 
Weston Park, nr Shifnal, 

TF11 8LE. 

Call 01244 881 895 

Cadbury World Summer Fun 

Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu at 10am 
- 3pm, Sat, Sun at 9.30am - 4pm, 
£11.95-£15.95 
Cadbury World, Linden Road, 
Bournville, Birmingham, B30 2LU. 
Call 0844 880 7667 

Contemporary Craft Markets 

Sun at 11am - 5pm, Free 
mac, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Power Loom Demonstration 

Sat, Tue at 12pm -1 pm, £2 - 
£4.50 

The Museum Of Carpet, 
Kidderminster, DY10 1AZ. 

Call 01562 69028 

Master Gilder at Work 

Fri, Tue at 10am - 3pm, 

£5-£6 

Museum Of Royal Worcester, 

WR1 2ND. 

Call 01905 21247 

Family History Buddy 

Wed at 9.30am -1 pm, 1.45pm - 
5pm, Free 

Walsall Local History Centre, 

WS2 7AS. Call 01922 721305 

1600s Gardening Group 

Tue at 10am - 1pm, Free 
The Oak House Museum, West 
Bromwich, B70 8HJ. 

Call 0121 553 0759 

Coffee Mornings 

Fri, Sat, Thu at 2pm - 5pm, 

£2 

Wednesbury Museum & Art 
Gallery, WS10 7DF. 

Call 0121 556 0683 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Swing into action 
with world of jazz 



Florence Joelle, seen performing at Brindleyplace, is singing at this year’s jazz festival Picture by Merlin Daleman 


THE 31st annual Birmingham Jazz 
and Blues Festival swings into action 
tomorrow (Friday) for ten days of 
world-class music with 177 live per¬ 
formances in 78 venues across the 
city — most of them free admission. 

Musicians from the UK and France, 
Luxembourg, Lithuania, the Czech 
Republic, Sweden, Australia and the 
USA will be descending on Brum with 
events also taking place in Sandwell, 
Sutton Coldfield and Solihull. 


Festival director Jim Simpson said: 
“This year promises to be one our our 
most exciting festivals to date with a 
daily average of 36 hours of free jazz 
and blues.” 

The international acts include 
France’s Florence Joelle (pictured 
above) and Les Zauto Stompers de 
Paris (pictured front), Italy’s Pep¬ 
per & The Jellies, the Stockholm 
Stompers, UK regulars like Digby 
Fair weather and Val Wiseman plus 


domestic newcomers Harpers Ferry, 
Blues Engine and Ella Squirrell. 

There will also be talks, a movie 
season including the first Midlands 
screening for Amy Winehouse doc¬ 
umentary Amy, and a pop-up dance 
hall at Regency Wharf, plus a drum 
masterclass with Peter York from 
the Spencer Davis Group and per¬ 
formances by the Chinese Jitterbug 
Squad. For programme details see 
www .birminghamj az zfestival .com 



The ultimate 
entertainer 

WHEN you think of natural entertainers, Brian Conley 
quickly springs to mind, the star is currently in his element 
playing the role of America’s greatest showman Phineas T 
Barnum in the exhilarating musical, Barnum, which opens at 
Birmingham Hippodrome on Tuesday for a month-long run. 

The musical follows the dreams of Barnum and his mar¬ 
riage to Chairy, the woman who made his wishes come true. 
“Everything about Barnum is wonderful and I’m honoured to 
be a part of it with such a great cast,” said Conley. 

The production even calls upon Conley to use his magic 
skills and walk a tightrope and the entertainer is full of praise 
for the original showman. 

“He was a wonderful showman, it was his idea to have the 
three ring circus; he went into politics; he had an affair; lost 
millions; got millions. It’s a fantastic story with a circus back¬ 
ground, lots of colour, lots of high comedy, and some of the 
best songs, I think, in musical theatre. 

Barnum’s wife on stage is Linzi Hateley who was in the 
revivals of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, 
Oliver and Les Miserables. Linzi said: “I’m originally from 
Tamworth, so it’s very nice to hear accents that are recog¬ 
nisable.” 

Cy Coleman’s exuberant score includes the songs Come 
Follow The Band, The Colours Of My Life and There Is A 
Sucker Born Ev’ry Minute. 

For tickets see www.birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
0844 338 5000. 


Young Rep premiere 
social media satire 

BIRMINGHAM Repertory The¬ 
atre’s youth theatre, The Young 
Rep, is to stage the premiere of 
the debut play by Bournville’s 
Grace Barrington, a former 
member of Young Rep. 

Innovative comedy Me At The 
Zoo is a timely look at how some 
people project themselves via 
social media. The former Kings 
Norton Girls’ School student 
says: “I hope that Me At The 
Zoo highlights a lot of problems 
that are manifesting within the 
Internet.” 

Meet At The Zoo, directed by 
Tom Mansfield, is at The Door 
venue on Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day Tickets are £6, concessions 
available, see birmingham-rep. 
co.uk or call 0121 236 4455. 


Wonder Stuff and 
Twang join forces 

TWO of the West Midlands’ top 
indie rock bands are joining 
forces for a double headliner gig 
at the Wulfrun Hall on Sunday. 

The Wonder Stuff and The 
Twang will appear at the Wol¬ 
verhampton venue after they 
were originally due to feature 
at a proposed weekend rock 
festival at Dudley Castle which 
didn’t reach fruition. 

Promoted by popular indie 
club night Blast Off, tickets 
are £25 plus booking free. The 
Wonder Stuff had hits with Size 
Of A Cow and Caught in My 
Shadow in 1991 and The Twang 
went top ten with Either Way 
in 2007. See www.wolvescivic. 
co.uk or call 0870 320 7000. 


Swim Deep dive 
in to the summer 

BIRMINGHAM rising stars 
Swim Deep nod to ‘Madchester’ 
and psychedelic pop with their 
summer single One Great Song 
And I Could Change The World. 

Released through Chess Club/ 
RCA, the new track further re¬ 
veals the band’s fresh sound 
for forthcoming second album, 
Mothers, being released on 
September 19. That will be the 
follow up to 2013’s debut Where 
The Heaven Are We. 

Including last single To My 
Brother, the new album is the 
first as a five-piece after James 
Balmont joined. Singer Austin 
Williams said: “We’ve called it 
‘Mothers’ as a nod to the true 
creators of the universe.” 
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THE 


GLASS 


Friday Nights 

70, 80, 90’S AND 
NORTHERN SOUL WITH RADIO DJ 
A SAUNDERS UNTIL 2AM 
KARAOKE / DISCO UNTIL 2AM 
Monday to Thursday 

4 PINTS FOR £10 

Carling/Strongbow/Guinness 

CIDER HOUSE SPECIAlf 
CIDER SOLD HERE 
FREE POOL TUESDAYS 

up to 7pm 

Dart Board 

FREE BOUNCY CASTLE 

Sat and Sun (Weather Permitting) 
Freshly made Bar Food prepared to order 
Function room available jjTTj 
Choice of 3 buffet style menu’s for Parties 

Sunday All Day Carling/Strongbow 

JUST £2 A PINT 


The Wizard and Glass 

52 Cradley Road • Cradley Heath • B64 7AY 

01384 560493 


DAZZLER FOLLOWED BY 
SHANES DISCO 
SATURDAY 4TH JULY - 
THE MARIO BROTHERS 


SUNDAY 5TH JULY 

THE BEST KARAOKE SHOW 
^■■IN TOWN JiM 
MONDAY 6TH JULY 
FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 
^ ON MONDAY NIGHT 
TUESDAY 7TH JULY 
\PREDATORS KARAOKE 
“AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 
WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 
ADRIAN MICHAELS 
THURSDAY 9TH JULY 
THURSDAY WITH 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


DALY 


m 


GARVERY 


@W 


We also serve 


GREAT 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3:45 






mm 


It's all kfibbmim 

* * BIRMINGHAM V 

jl\> bardaycard 
arena 

# GENTING ARENA 


• barclaycardarena.co.uk 

• gentingarena.co.uk 


theticketfactory.com • 18,19,25 & 26 Sep 2015 


DIONNE flAIWICK 






^MKIHfUkCl 

!* DRFIttt 




DYNAMO 


4 Oct 2015 
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eating out 


Quality with lot of choice 



A taste of the Mediterranean - Giorgio’s can cater for more than 120 diners and is tastefully decorated The restaurant is ideally placed next to the landmark Ramada Hotel 


After opening earlier this year, 
Giorgios restaurant in Bridg- 
town, Cannock, is filling a gap 
- in more ways than one 

I’M on a seafood diet - I see food 
and I eat it. Or so the saying goes. 

That could be no more evident than 
during my recent visit to Giorgio’s Greek 
and Mediterranean restaurant in Can¬ 
nock. 

And, while the economy in Greece may not 
be in the best of shape, the same could not be 
said for Giorgio’s, the likes of which Cannock 
has been crying out for for a number of years. 

Situated in Bridge Street,Bridgtown, it is 
ideally placed, right next door to the landmark 
Ramada Hotel. Staff say hotel guests are reg¬ 
ular customers, while passing trade comes 
from motorists driving along the A5, and work 
parties from other nearby business estates are 
often seen on nights out there, as on our visit. 

But on particular busy nights, when diners 
may have to wait for a seat, there’s a twist - 
there’s a bar next door which also allows for 
private functions. 

Plentiful 

Catering for more than 120 diners, Giorgio’s 
has an open-plan kitchen, while the walls are 
tastefully decorated with a scene from a Greek 
island that could make one think they were 
actually there. There’s no smashing plates at 
the end, though. 

Yet the restaurant is still in its infancy, hav¬ 
ing only opened in the new year. 

Vinny Singh, a partner in the business, says 
patience is needed when trying to get a busi¬ 
ness off the ground, attracting the right clien¬ 
tele and finding the right ingredients. 

Patience was certainly needed when my 
partner and I dropped in. The helpings were 
so plentiful that a lot of time was required to 
finish them off. And even when it proved too 


much, six extra people can vouch for its excel¬ 
lence, having been treated to a mini-feast at 
the office the next day. 

In manager Dimitri Constaninedes, custom¬ 
ers could not wish for a more genial host. 

He is readily on hand to explain what is of¬ 
fered on the menu and what the dishes con¬ 
tain, although the menu itself does describe 
the fare, and vegetarian dishes are clearly 
marked. 

Sadly, there was no humus or taramasalata 


because of a ‘double dip’ recession. I joke, of 
course - there was tzatziki, too, served among 
our starters, which included many things I 
couldn’t even spell, never mind pronounce, 
After all, it’s all Greek to me. 

Prices start at £3.50 for the appetisers, 
which all come with pitta bread and olives. 
A bargain deal is the Greek/Cypriot special, a 
meze, which comprises a mix of starters and 
main for £16.95 for a minimum of two people. 

And, it’s fair too say, we tried our hand at 


most of what was on offer. Mains, including 
the traditional moussaka, are served with sa¬ 
voury potatoes, savoury rice and salad. 

The pick for me was the souviaka, the ten¬ 
der beef stifado the kleftiko - described as the 
restaurant’s signature dish - and the grilled 
halloumi cheese. Just the smell has the senses 
working overtime. 

Helping these to go down was the Greek 
beer Mythnos. After all, when in Rome ... or 
Athens. Or in this case Bridgtown. 


But that wasn’t all. Puddings were deliv¬ 
ered, and followed by the piece de resistance 
or whatever the Greek equivalent is - a glass of 
the fortified mavrodaphne wine, which simply 
hit the spot. 

All in all, a smashing time was had by all - 
without any broken crockery. 

Giorgio’s is open seven days a week, from 
6pm Monday to Saturday and 3pm on Sunday. 
To book, call 01543 573861. 

Mark Shipp 
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Back by 

Popular Demand 


Fat F&c Leu 

<>2 for 1 (eat in only) 

on all main meals* - 

a-la-carte menu also available 5pm - 10pm Sunday - Thursday Terms & conditions apply 




: 


ISIS 


3 ER PERS0l\ 

(£5.95 CHILDREN 
UNDER10fc 


BUFFET 

STARTS AT 
5PM EVERYDAY 

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU CAN 
CHOOSE FROM OVER 
25 DELICIOUS ITEMS 


Book On Line 

info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 


Free Home Delivery within a 3 mile radius 
minimum 2 meals for delivery 


M HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3BC 

lounge^/r e s t a u r a n t jnfo@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk Tel:0121 5857020/501 3816 


GREAT VALUE COACHTOURy Caltours of 


Birmingham Ltd 





Trawelstyle 

miles more smiles 





I 


Serving 8 Real Ales Every Day 
Good Food Served Wednesday - Sunday 


Sunday Lunch 12.00pm - 4.00pm 
£5.95pp 

Booking Advisable 


Fresh Cobs Made Daily 
Opening Times 

Monday - Sunday : 12.00pm - 12am 
Ray and Barbara Welcome 
Customers Old And New 

Telephone 0121 602 2537 
88 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3UP 


Arley Hall 
and Gardens 


Tuesday 11th August 

£26.25 including entry 


0121 





DISNEYLAND PADIS 


4 DAYS /2 NIGHTS - B&B 
JULY 31 st -AUG 28 th -OCT23 rd 
4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS-B&B 
AUG 23 rd • NOV 1 st 8 th 1 5 th 22 nd 29 th 
Disney Hotels, Includes Coach Travel & Two Day Park Pass 


RING NOW 

FREE 

BROCHURE! 


ADULT 

%189 


CHILDREN 

i119 

3-11 YEARS 


PICK-UP POINTS NATIONWIDE! 


■ TEL: 01443 844222 

www.ferriscoachholiiays.co.uk 
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SATURDAY’S TV JULY 4 23 


CHOICE 



Amanda Henderson 


Casualty 
(BBC1,8.50pm) 

A mother on the run from the 
police sacrifices her life for her 
pregnant daughter, while 
Dylan learns the power of 
belief through a patient who 
has a holistic therapist, and 
decides that the number four 
is unlucky for him. Charlie's 
continuing battle with Louis 
takes a dramatic turn when he 
finds his son in a drug den, 
and his threat to inject himself 
if Louis does finally leads to 
his offer of help being 
accepted. Meanwhile, Cal 
reveals he is taking exams 
with Ethan, Robyn breaks up 
with Zach, and Lily is on the 
hunt for a partner. Hospital 
drama, starring William Beck, 
Derek Thompson, Gregory 
Foreman, George Rainsford, 
Amanda Henderson, Aleksy 
Komorowski and Crystal Yu. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Box. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Wimbledon 2015. 
Sue Barker introduces the latest live 
coverage on the sixth day of the Grand 
Slam tournament at the All England Club, 
where the third-round singles matches 
continue. Coverage continues on BBC2. 
6.40 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Prized Apart. The six remaining 
adventurers in Morocco are split 
into three teams of two and must 
build a boat from scratch and race 
across a huge reservoir in the 
foothills of the Atlas Mountains. 
Only the winners are exempt from 
the survival challenge - an abseil 
down a 300-foot waterfall in a race 
against the clock. The lowest- 
ranked three contestants are then 
flown back to their studio partners 
in the UK, who have to answer quiz 
questions to make it through to 
the next round. Presented by 
Emma Willis and Reggie Yates. 
8.00 The National Lottery: Who Dares 
Wins. Nick Knowles presents the 
game show in which two pairs of 
complete strangers team up, each 
battling to outdo the other by 
listing as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

8.50 Casualty. A mother on the run 
from the police sacrifices her life 
for her pregnant daughter, and 
Charlie has a dramatic showdown 
with Louis after finding him in a 
drug den. 

9.45 The John Bishop Show. The 

comedian introduces an evening 
of stand-up with Nina Conti, Glenn 
Wool, Nish Kumar and Myra 
Dubois, and music by Rita Ora and 
James Bay. 

10.30 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.50 Not Going Out. Daisy wins a place 
on Pointless and Lee convinces 
her of his intellectual prowess so 
she will have him as her partner. 
The only problem is, he is really 
just as stupid as her. (R) 

11.20 Room 101 - Extra Storage. 

Frank Skinner invites Vernon Kay, 
Kelly Hoppen and Miles Jupp to 
discuss their pet hates, which 
include litter louts, toilet-roll 
covers and loud noises. (R) 

12.00 Film: The Hot Chick. (2002) 
Body-swap comedy, starring Rob 
Schneider. 1.40 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 1.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Animal Park. (R) 6.35 Formula 1: 
British Grand Prix- Practice One. 8.15 
Formula 1: British Grand Prix - Practice 
Two. 9.55 Live Formula 1: British Grand 
Prix - Practice Three. Lee McKenzie 
presents coverage from the ninth round of 
the season at Silverstone, where the 
drivers conclude their preparations. 11.05 
Wimbledon 2015. The opening matches 
on the sixth day of the tournament. 12.10 
Live Formula 1: British Grand Prix— 
Qualifying. Suzi Perry presents coverage 
of the session at Silverstone (Start-time 

I. 00pm), where the drivers battle for pole 
position ahead of tomorrow’s race. 2.30 
Wimbledon 2015. Sue Barker presents 
continued coverage of day six at the All 
England Club, as the men’s and ladies’ 
third-round singles matches take place on 
the famous grass courts. 

8.30 Wimbledon 2Day. Clare Balding 
presents a look back at the sixth 
day at the All England Club, as 
former players and celebrity 
guests answer questions from a 
studio audience to delve in detail 
into the day’s play. Featuring 
third-round highlights from the 
show courts, interviews with the 
leading players and a preview of 
the second week of the Grand 
Slam tournament. 

9.30 Top Gear. Compilation of two 
features from the most recent 
series. The presenters immerse 
themselves in the world of classic 
cars, with Jeremy Clarkson in a 
Fiat 124 Spider, Richard 
Hammond in an MGB GT and 
James May in a Peugeot 304 
Cabriolet. They also enter the 
realm of the sports utility vehicle 
as they find out what sort of SUV 
can be bought for just a few 
hundred pounds before putting 
them through a series of 
challenges. (R) 

10.45 Hunt v Lauda: FI's Greatest 
Racing Rivals. Documentary 
using archive footage and 
interviews with key players to 
chart the battle between Britain’s 
James Hunt and Austria’s Niki 
Lauda for the 1976 world drivers’ 
championship. (R) 

II. 45 Film: Grand Prix. (1966) A 

Formula One driver trying to make 
a comeback has an affair with the 
wife of a rival racer who is 
recuperating after an accident. 
Drama, starring James Garner and 
Eva Marie Saint. 

2.25 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 
Super 4. (R) 7.45 Fish Hooks. 8.00 
Young Justice: Invasion. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

11.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 
ITV News; Weather. 12.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 Surprise Surprise. 
(R) 2.30 1000 Heartbeats. (R) 3.25 All 
Star Family Fortunes. (R) 4.10 This Is 
Lionel Richie. (R) 5.15 Catchphrase. (R) 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
including a dog that steals a 
smartphone to film his own video, 
and trouble at church with the 
Language Barrier Bride. (R) 

7.00 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince. (2009) The 
young wizard is given the task of 
uncovering the secrets of Lord 
Voldemort’s past as the evil 
sorcerer’s henchmen cause havoc 
in both the magical and Muggle 
worlds. With the help of 
headmaster Dumbledore, Harry 
ventures into the memories of 
those who knew the Dark Lord 
during his early years, hoping to 
gain an insight into the secret 
behind his apparent immortality. 
However, Voldemort’s influence 
extends closer to home than 
expected, as Harry’s rival Malfoy is 
chosen to carry out a sinister 
mission. Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Daniel Radcliffe, 
Michael Gambon, Emma Watson, 
Rupert Grint, Tom Felton and Alan 
Rickman. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Black Work. A suspect is taken 
into custody for Ryan’s murder, 
but Jo remains unconvinced and 
continues investigating her 
husband’s undercover work, 
leading to a disturbing revelation. 
(R) 

11.15 Film: Burn After Reading. (2008) 
Two gym employees get hold of 
the manuscript for a CIA analyst’s 
tell-all memoir and try to sell it to 
the Russians. The Coen brothers’ 
comedy, with Brad Pitt and George 
Clooney. 

12.55 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ejector Seat. (R) 
3.45 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.30 The Grid. 

8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 
9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 
12.55 Rude(ish) Tube. 1.25 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Sandown 
Park and Haydock Park. 4.10 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.45 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.15 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.50 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. It is the final 
day of the competition in Llanelli 
and teaching assistant Ainsley 
wants to educate her guests, while 
serving up an authentic Russian- 
themed dinner party. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Walking Through History. Tony 
Robinson embarks on an 
expedition along Dorset’s Jurassic 
coast to explore the county’s 
hidden Second World War story. 
Starting beside the defences on 
Chesil Beach, he heads east to 
finish in Swanage and Studland 
Bay. On his five-day walk he 
encounters stunning scenery and 
uncovers wartime acts of 
ingenuity and bravery. (R) 

8.00 Penelope Keith’s Hidden 

Villages. Penelope concludes her 
trip with visits to Dorset, Somerset 
and Wiltshire, where she sees 
villages that have been used on 
film and TV. Last in the series. 

9.00 Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation. (2013) 
Premiere. An elite military team is 
nearly wiped out after a terrorist 
organisation replaces the US 
resident with an imposter and 
as them declared enemies of the 
state. The handful of survivors 
seek the help of their original 
leader in avenging their fallen 
comrades. Action adventure 
sequel, starring Dwayne Johnson, 
Ray Park and Bruce Willis. 

11.10 Film: Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day. (1991) A cyborg is sent back 
in time to protect the future 
saviour of the human race from a 
shape-changing assassin. Sci-fi 
adventure sequel, with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Linda 
Hamilton. 

1.45 The Last Leg. (R) 2.40 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 4.45 Obsessive Compulsive 
Cleaners. (R) 5.40 River Cottage Bites. 
(R) 5.55 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 11.40 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 12.40 Cowboy Builders. (R) 

I. 35 Film: Carry On Cabby. (1963) 
Comedy, starring Sid James and Hattie 
Jacques. 3.25 Film: Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. (1968) Children’s musical 
adventure, starring Dick Van Dyke. 

6.10 5 News Weekend. 

6.15 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords. More alarming tales 
from the buy-to-let system, 
including a woman’s prolonged 
battle with her negligent landlord, 
and a landlady who was threatened 
by her rent-skipping tenant. (R) 

7.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Mike Allonby and Terry Jones 
repossess debtors’ cars in 
Cheshire and Liverpool, while Paul 
Bohill and Steve Pinner evict a 
couple with young children a few 
days before Christmas. (R) 

8.05 Benefits: 37 Years on the Dole. 
The stories of three long-term 
unemployed people who between 
them have not worked in 37 years, 
including one who has sent more 
than 2,000 unsuccessful job 
applications in 12 years. (R) 

9.00 Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. 
The documentary examining the 
lives of individuals on the dole in 
the UK follows the stories of Roma 
people who moved to the UK and 
are now surviving on payments 
from the welfare state. Ion is from 
Romania and wants to make 
£40,000 from benefits to help him 
build a new house for his family 
back in his home village, while 
Katarina arrived from Slovakia 
seven years ago and has 11 
children and 11 grandchildren 
living in and around an estate in 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire. (R) 

10.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary-room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. Narrated by Marcus 
Bentley. 

II. 00 He Left Me for My Mother and 

Other Betrayals. Stories of 
infidelity, with the first edition 
looking at the experiences of 
people betrayed by their partners 
and a family member, including 
Ryan Giggs’ brother Rhodri. (R) 
12.00 Access. 12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Big Brother. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 9.00 Film: 

Shanghai Noon (2000) 10.45 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 11.15 Family Guy 
1.00 Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents 2.00 
Uncle 3.30 Russell Howard’s Good News 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Fossil Wonderlands: Nature’s Hidden 
Treasures 8.00 Natural World 9.00 Cordon 

10.40 Arena: Amy Winehouse-The Day 
She Came to Dingle 11.40 When Albums 
Ruled the World 1.10 Top of the Pops: 1980 

1.40 Natural World 2.40 Fossil 
Wonderlands: Nature’s Hidden Treasures 

3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium (2007) 1.00 Film: Along Came 
Polly (2004) 2.40 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 3.45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway 5.05 Film: Despicable Me 
(2010) 7.00 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 
9.00 Love Island 10.00 Film: The Break-Up 
(2006) 12.15 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 
12.45 Love Island 1.45 Crazy Beaches 2.35 
Teleshopping 5.35 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

2.40 A Touch of Frost 4.50 Film: Columbo: 
Swan Song (1974) 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 
Foyle’s War 10.00 ATouch of Frost 12.00 
Wire in the Blood 1.30 Wycliffe 2.25 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 Storage Wars 1.00 Tour de France 
Live. Coverage of the opening stage of this 
year’s race. 5.00 British Touring Car 
Championship Highlights 6.30 Storage 
Wars: Texas 7.00 Tour de France Highlights 
8.00 Film: Diamonds Are Forever (1971) 
10.30 Film: First Blood (1982) 12.25 The 
Cycle Show 1.25 Tour de France Highlights 
2.15 Nitro Circus 2.35 Movies Now 2.45 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Melissa & Joey 1.00 Baby Daddy 2.00 
The Goldbergs 3.00 How I Met Your Mother 
4.00 Film: Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the 
World (2011) 5.50 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
6.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Attack 
the Block (2011) 10.45 Gogglebox 12.55 
The IT Crowd 2.00 Virtually Famous 2.45 
How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Rules of 
Engagement 4.20 Make It or Break It 
Film4 

11.00 Night Passage (1957) 1.00 St 
Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold 
(2009) 3.05 The Princess Diaries (2001) 
5.20 The Spiderwick Chronicles (2008) 7.10 
The Three Stooges (2012) 9.00 Patriot 
Games (1992) 11.15 Don’t Be Afraid of the 
Dark (2010) 1.15 Inferno (1980) 3.30 Close 



miciTYmm 


OPEN Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-5pm 


10121 5595093 


Want to join our Team 

Due to continued expansion we are 

currently looking for 

staff with good knowledge of all 


aspects of Tyres and Autowork. 


45 Long Lane 

WWW.tyrecity.CO.uk Halesowen B62 9LS 


TYRECITY 


j 


LOW PRICES • FAST FITTING 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE AT TYRECITY.. 


.95 


£28 


Tyres always in stock at 


FREE 


FITTING 


ON 


V 7 V' 


CITY 


'BRfs 


YOU CAN FIND 

PRODUCTS S SERIES 


SERVICE & MOT : SUPERTRACKER 


SERVICE AVAILABLE : o 


FROM 


ONLY 


CALL 


FOR 


BEST 


INC 


FREE 


TEST 


LASER 
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SUNDAY’S TV JULY 5 


CHOICE 



Emily Watson 


A Song for Jenny 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Drama, based on Julie 
Nicholson's book of the same 
name, which explores her 
response to her daughter's 
death at Edgware Road tube 
station in the July 7 bombings. 
The rollercoaster of emotions 
experienced by Julie and her 
family after the attack is 
explored; from hope, denial 
and acceptance, to grief and 
the desire to honour Jenny. 
The programme coincides 
with the forthcoming 10th 
anniversary of the 7/7 
bombings in London and is a 
tribute to those who lost their 
lives in the attack. Emily 
Watson, Gwilym Lee, Steven 
Mackintosh, Nicola Wren, 
Martha Mackintosh, Laurence 
Belcher, Alan Rothwell, June 
Watson, Anne Stallybrass and 
John Woodvine star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 
Sunday Politics. 12.15 Live Formula 1: 
British Grand Prix. Suzi Perry presents 
coverage of the race at Silverstone 
(Start-time 1.00pm). 3.30 Prized Apart. 
(R) 4.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 5.00 
Songs of Praise. Claire McCollum hears 
stories of faith in an episode marking the 
10th anniversary of the July 7th London 
bombings, while Pam Rhodes meets 
Christians from Korea touring the UK. 

5.35 Nature’s Greatest Dancers. Steve 
Backshall examines dances that are 
necessary for animals' survival, featuring 
footage of lemurs, shrews, toads and 
whales, with music including Oily Murs 
and the Bee Gees. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker looks for 
basking sharks off the Cornish 
coast and scours the shoreline for 
shark egg cases. Ellie Harrison 
visits a project to map the entire 
UK coastline and learns about 
stinging nettles. John Craven 
reports on links between Cornish 
food producers and the Eden 
project, Tom Heap explores the 
county’s underground resources, 
and Adam Henson meets some 
African agricultural experts visiting 
the UK. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Fake or Fortune? New series. 

Fiona Bruce and art experts Philip 
Mould and Bendor Grosvenor 
come to the aid of a man who has 
inherited three paintings and 
needs to prove they are by LS 
Lowry. 

9.00 A Song for Jenny. An exploration 
of Julie Nicholson's reaction to her 
daughter's death during the July 7 
bombings in London. Adapted 
from Nicholson's book, and 
starring Emily Watson. 

10.20 BBC News. 

10.40 Regional Programme. 

10.50 Live at the Apollo. Alan Carr hosts 
the stand-up show at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, introducing 
routines by comedians Andi Osho 
and Patrick Kielty. (R) 

11 .35 Don’t Tell the Bride. A hard- 
rocking groom-to-be plans a Guns 
N’ Roses-themed wedding, 
unaware that his wife-to-be is not 
quite the metal-head he believes 
her to be. (R) 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

7.15 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 8.15 

Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 FI Rewind-Great Britain; 

Weather for the Week Ahead. 12.20 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.20 Athletics. 2.20 

Live Athletics. The British 

Championships. 

6.00 Film: John Carter. (2012) An 
American Civil War soldier is 
transported to an alien planet, 
which is also being torn apart by 
conflict. He intercedes in this 
struggle after rescuing a princess 
from captivity, and must win the 
trust of a fierce primitive tribe to 
save the world. Fantasy adventure 
based on Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 
series of novels, starring Taylor 
Kitsch and Lynn Collins. Edited for 
daytime broadcast. 

8.00 Best of Top Gear. Motoring 

magazine, featuring test drives of 
the latest models. 

9.00 Odyssey. Now captive in Bamako, 
Odelle has to prove her value to an 
Ansar Dine interrogator, while 
Harrison turns to his father for 
help when he learns he has a 
connection to Colonel Glen. 

9.45 Family Guy. New series. The 
Griffin family find themselves 
stuck in Springfield, home to The 
Simpsons, after fleeing Quahog 
when Peter faces a backlash over a 
misogynistic comic strip. 

10.25 Family Guy. The residents of 
Quahog turn against one another 
as they become embroiled in a 
treasure hunt based on Peter’s 
interpretation of a restaurant 
placemat. 

10.50 Family Guy. Peter discovers that 
he has a vestigial twin growing out 
of his neck and names him Chip. 
However, he soon becomes 
jealous of the attention the new 
arrival is receiving. 

11.10 Family Guy. Quagmire finally 
meets a woman with a sexual 
appetite as insatiable as his, but 
things take a turn for the worse 
when she makes him her sex 
slave. 

11.30 Match of the Day Live: Women’s 
World Cup. The final (Kick-off 
12.00am). Coverage of the match 
held at BC Place in Vancouver, 
Canada, as the teams battle it out 
for the title won by Japan in 2011. 

2.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.30 

Holby City. (R) 4.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 
Super 4. (R) 7.45 Fish Hooks. 8.00 
Young Justice: Invasion. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Love Your Garden. (R) 1.40 Long Lost 
Family. (R) 2.40 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang. (2010) Fantasy 
comedy, starring Emma Thompson. 4.45 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.55 ITV News; Weather. 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

8.00 Surprise Surprise. Holly 

Willoughby makes dreams come 
true. Featuring a performance by 
Little Mix, two sisters meeting for 
the first time, and a detection dog 
with a surprise for an audience 
member. 

9.00 Black Work. Jo is left reeling as 
the secrets she has uncovered 
prove devastating for her family. 
She decides to abandon her 
investigation into Ryan’s death out 
of fear she is endangering her 
children. However, when another 
body is discovered, she realises 
that her husband’s murderer is still 
at large, and it is up to her to see 
that he is brought to justice. But as 
she takes up the case again, she 
does not realise that the killer 
could be terrifyingly close to 
home. Conclusion of the three-part 
crime drama, starring Sheridan 
Smith. Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Bear Grylls: Mission Survive. 
Tensions reach boiling point as the 
celebrities face their toughest 
challenge yet, navigating down a 
powerful river, building shelters, 
catching food and enduring a 
tropical storm. (R) 

11.20 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: 

Bruno Tonioli. The flamboyant 
Strictly judge lifts the lid on his life 
and career as a dancer and 
choreographer. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 Ginetta 
GT5 Challenge. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.25 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 
(R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 3.00 The Simpsons. 

(R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 4.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Kevin McCloud’s Escape to the 
Wild. Kevin heads toward the 
Arctic Circle to meet Richard and 
Claire Rees, an Welsh couple who 
have given up their jobs and 
former lives to reside in a basic 
wooden cabin in the snow-covered 
forests of northern Sweden. Living 
off-grid, with no electricity or 
running water, and facing 
temperatures that can go as low as 
minus 30C, simply surviving is a 
challenge. Kevin helps with the 
arduous daily tasks of chopping 
wood and collecting water from 
under the ice, learning that a cup 
of coffee can take an hour to make. 
Last in the series. (R) 

8.00 Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year 
2015. George Clarke introduces 
the nominees in the Pub Sheds 
category, including a pirate- 
themed structure, a gin distillery, a 
biker pub that once housed a 
helicopter and a nightclub with a 
collection of shrunken heads. He 
also looks at budget sheds, 
featuring a hillbilly hut on wheels, 
a garden pavilion made of 
firewood, a Nepalese mountain hut 
and a shed made from the ruins of 
beach huts. 

9.00 Humans. Anita is taken for testing, 
which yields a surprising 
revelation, Pete’s selfish behaviour 
drives Jill from the house, Hobb 
closes in on Niska, and Mattie gets 
in touch with Leo. 

10.00 Film: The Grey. (2011) Eight 
stranded oil rig workers must 
make a gruelling journey across 
the Alaskan tundra, stalked by a 
pack of ferocious wolves. 
Adventure, starring Liam Neeson 
and Frank Grillo. 

12.15 Rude Tube. (R) 1.10 Film: The 
Talented Mr Ripley. (1999) 3.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.45 River Cottage 
Bites. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 The 
Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s Closet. 

(R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 

7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 Paw 
Patrol. 7.40 Mio Mao. (R) 7.45 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.00 Wanda and the Alien. 
(R) 8.10 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

8.15 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 8.55 LazyTown. (R) 9.25 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 9.30 Dora and 
Friends. 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. 10.35 Access. 10.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.35 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Film: Kate & 
Leopold. (2001) Time travel romantic 
comedy, with Hugh Jackman. 2.50 Film: 
Entrapment. (1999) Crime thriller, starring 
Sean Connery. 5.05 Film: Hercules. 

(1997) Disney animated adventure, with 
the voice of Tate Donovan. 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: You, Me and Dupree. 

(2006) Thirtysomething slacker 
Dupree finds himself out of a job 
with nowhere to live, and turns to 
his newly married best friend Carl 
for a place to stay. But Carl comes 
to regret his act of hospitality as 
the layabout shows no sign of ever 
moving out - not to mention his 
annoyance when his new wife 
takes a liking to their laid-back 
guest. Comedy, starring Owen 
Wilson, Matt Dillon, Kate Hudson 
and Michael Douglas. Edited for 
language and sexual content. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary-room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Film: A Deadly Adoption. (2015) 
Premiere. A successful couple take 
in a pregnant woman, hoping to 
adopt her baby, but the 
arrangement has perilous 
consequences. Thriller spoof, 
starring Will Ferrell. 

11.45 Film: Assumed Killer. (2013) An 
amnesiac news reporter begins to 
suspect her husband is the serial 
killer she was investigating when 
she lost her memory. Thriller, 
starring Barbie Castro and Casper 
Van Dien. Edited for content. 

1.30 SuperCasino. 3.10 Big Brother. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1: British Grand Prix-Highlights 
8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 9.00 Film: Shanghai 
Knights (2003) 10.45 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 11.45 Family Guy 12.10 American Dad! 

12.30 Family Guy 12.55 Sun, Sex and 
Suspicious Parents 1.55 Uncle 3.25 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 3.55 Great Movie 
Mistakes V: Revenge of the Fifth 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Dalai Lama at 80 7.30 Schonbrunn 
Summer Night Concert From Vienna 9.00 
Pappano’s Classic Voices 10.00 Film: Far 
from the Madding Crowd (1967) 12.40 Dalai 
Lama at 801. 10 Rock’n’ Roll America 2.10 
Schonbrunn Summer Night Concert From 
Vienna 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.40 Take Me Out -The 
Gossip 1.25 Love Island 2.30 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 4.15 Film: The Princess 
Diaries 2: Royal Engagement (2004) 6.30 
Film: Jurassic Park (1993) 9.00 Love Island 
10.00 Film: Scary Movie V (2013) 11.50 Fake 
Reaction 12.30 Love Island 1.30 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 1.55 Life’s 
Funniest Moments 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.05 Film: Columbo: Swan Song (1974) 

I. 20 Goodbye Mr Chips 3.20 Wycliffe 4.35 
Film: The Railway Children (1970) 6.50 
Inspector Morse 9.00 Joanna Lumley: The 
Search for Noah’s Ark 10.30 Film: The 
American President (1995) 12.50 Blue 
Murder 2.05 Cornwall with Caroline Quentin 
2.50 Man About the House 3.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

II. 00 The Cycle Show 12.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 1.00 Tour de France Live. 5.00 
Pawn Stars 6.30 Storage Wars: Texas 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 Greg LeMond: 
Slaying the Badger 9.50 Movies Now 10.00 
Film: The Assassination of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert Ford (2007) 1.10 Hell on 
Wheels 2.05 Tour de France Highlights 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 Film: 
Penelope (2006) 3.50 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
4.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

5.30 Film: The Net (1995) 7.45 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 8.00 The Big Bang Theory 10.00 
Gogglebox 12.05 The IT Crowd 1.15 Tattoo 
Fixers 2.15 Tattoos After Dark 3.00 My Mad 
Fat Diary 3.55 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Bend of the River (1952) 1.00 The 
Parent Trap (1998) 3.40 Earthquake (1974) 
6.15 Clear and Present Danger (1994) 9.00 
Colombiana (2011) 11.10 The Client (1994) 

1.30 Holy Motors (2012)3.50 Close 


star * extra travel 



THE SHARD 

Saturday 5 September 2015 


Take an exhilarating ride to the top in the high speed lifts 
and gaze in awe as the capital is revealed below, with 
breathtaking 360 (degree) views over London and the 
surrounding counties extending for up to 40 miles on a 
clear day. 

✓ Admission to the Shard on Saturday afternoon 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall & Wolverhampton 



Great Value Excursions by coach 
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LORD OF THE DANCE 

DANGEROUS GAMES 

Saturday 5 September 2015 
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✓ A ticket with face value of £65 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ FREE Return coach travel from 
Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


THRILLER LIVE 

Saturday 5 September 2015 

✓ A ticket with face value of £67.50 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ FREE Return coach travel from 
Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


MEMPHIS THE MUSICAL 

Saturday 5 September 2015 


✓ A ticket with face value of £69.50 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ FREE Return coach travel from 
Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 



To book call 


01524 37500 


quote WOL1 or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.30-17.30 SUN 10.00-16.30 



STAR WARS 

at c ^f{A\\<UAtL / V 

Saturday 5 September 2015 



May the Force be with you as you snap a selfie with a 
Skywalker or a pose for a pic with Princess Leia. Wax 
lyrical at the life-size walk-in sets from the Star Wars 
movies featuring 16 of the iconic inter-galactic characters. 

✓ Admission to Star Wars at Madame Tussauds 

(includes entry to the Marvel Super Heroes 4D 
movie experience) 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


4 OmegaHols 


@0megaHols lEIOmeqaHols 



Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 25 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Trail to Hope Rose, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A former outlaw trying to make a fresh start in a 
mining town is tempted by an old friend to carry out a 
payroll robbery. Western, starring Lou Diamond 
Phillips and Ernest Borgnine. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. (2004) 

TUESDAY 

Imagine: Beware of Mr Baker, BBC1,10.35pm 

In this award-winning documentary, Cream drummer 
Ginger Baker reflects on his 60-year career, which 
began in the jazz clubs of Soho and led to sell-out 
stadium concerts, via the back streets of Lagos, 
Nigeria. Director Jay Bulger catches up with the 
musician at his South African ranch to talk drums, 
drugs and everything in-between. However, it remains 
to be seen whether the young film-maker has bitten 
off more than he can chew. (2012) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Negotiator, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A desperate mother takes the patients and staff of an 
entire hospital hostage, demanding a rare 
experimental drug for her daughter, who is dying of 
cancer. An FBI agent is assigned to resolve the crisis, 
but faces a conflict of loyalties when she realises the 
girl in question is a friend of her own child. Thriller, 
starring Elisabeth Rohm and Chandra West. (2005) 



THURSDAY 

Lone Rider, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A veteran of the American Civil War returns to his 
home town to discover a former friend, who has 
become a ruthless land baron, is intent on seizing his 
father’s ranch, forcing the hardened soldier to take up 
arms once more to protect his family and property. 
Western, starring Lou Diamond Phillips. (2008) 

FRIDAY 

Hard Target, ITV, 11.10pm 

A woman searching for her missing father hires an 
out-of-work merchant sailor to guide her through the 
streets of New Orleans, where his martial arts skills 
are greatly tested in a series of encounters with 
sadistic hunters of human prey. John Woo’s action 
thrier, steplng Jean-Ciaude Van Damme. (1993) HI 


Horticultural enthusiasts 
put their skills to the test 


C elebrity gardeners have been 
around almost since TV was 
invented - after all, Britons do 
tend to take great pride in their 
horticultural havens. 

Percy Thrower was perhaps the first 
green-fingered small-screen superstar, 
and he inspired several generations of 
youngsters thanks to his appearances 
on Blue Peter from 1974 to 1987 - 
some may remember that Percy was 
behind the creation of the 
programme’s garden at Television 
Centre. 

Other famous faces have come and 
gone over the years, and during the 
past couple of decades, a few have 
tended to have very apt names indeed 
- think of Alan Titchmarsh, Bob 
Flowerdew and Pippa Greenwood, 
and you’ll see what we mean; it’s 
almost as if they were born to do a 
specific job. 

Now there’s a new name to add to 
that list, and his moniker is even more 
fitting than those mentioned above. 
Anthony Gardner is a garden designer 
by trade, and he’s much in demand, 
having won numerous awards for his 
work. 


He was also recently diagnosed as 
having Asperger’s syndrome. He 
believes the condition has helped him 
get to the top of his profession, and 
now he wants to find out if others with 
conditions that, like Asperger’s, fall 
within the autistic syndrome, can excel 
as horticulturists too. 

“What makes us autists such great 
gardeners is what goes on in our 
weirdly wired minds,” says Alan. “I 
want to prove that we’re not mad...we 
just see things in a different way. 

“Not a lot of people know that 
mathematical formulas occur in 
flowers, stamens, petals, leaves, and 
from these mathematical sequences 
you can create patterns to actually 
construct brilliant gardens.” 

During this new, four-part 
programme, he will chart the progress 
of five people as they join forces to 
transform neglected plots into 
something of which even Capability 
Brown himself would have been 
proud. 

They have just a week to carry out 
each task, and must stick to a strict 
budget - but as time and finance are 


alien concepts to the participants, that 
may prove trickier than anybody else 
could imagine. 

Among the team is Thomas, who is 
19 and struggles to communicate, but 
loves the order and precision of 
horticulture. Charles, meanwhile, is a 
decade older, has a passion for 
vegetables and dreams of living 
entirely off the land. 

Philip is 30 and is the group’s exotic 
plant expert; he has more than 60 
species of cacti in his collection, while 
James, 25, is a walking plant 
encyclopaedia, but can’t make eye 
contact with those around him. 

Finally, there’s Victoria, who is a 
27-year-old with a flair for colour. 

The group’s first task sees them 
travel to Ashbourne in Derbyshire, 
where homeowners Ben and Rebecca 
have an overgrown wilderness where 
their back garden should be. What 
they want in exchange for that is a 
low-maintenance and fun garden that 
their entire family can enjoy. 

With a budget of £3,000, Alan and 
the gang set to work - here’s hoping 
their efforts live up to expectations. 



Alan Gardener features, The Autistic Gardener, Wednesday, Channel 4,8pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Vicious 
ITV, 9pm 

Freddie and Stuart prepare for their big day, but 
things run far from smoothly with the appearance of 
an unexpected guest at the wedding, and it’s not 
long before the blissful event becomes a potential 
disaster. Violet announces that her husband Jasper 
has returned and warns Ash not to flirt with her in 
front of him as he is insanely jealous, while 
Penelope and Mason hit a series of snags when 
they are sent to collect the wedding cake. Comedy, 
starring Ian McKellen, Derek Jacobi, Frances de la 
Tour and Iwan Rheon. Last in the series. 

TUESDAY 

Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners 
Channel 4,8pm 

Cleaning obsessives Hayley and Dann head for Plas 
Teg, a 17th-century Jacobean manor in the heart of 
Flintshire, north Wales. This 10-bedroom Italian- 
inspired residence is home to Cornelia and her 12 
cats, and is also said to be one of the most haunted 
houses in Wales. Cornelia is desperate to generate 
income to restore the Grade I listed building to its 
former glory, so Hayley and Dann have agreed to 
spend five days cleaning alongside her, pushing their 
boundaries and challenging their germ phobia. 


Virgin Atlantic 
ITV, 9pm 

Founded back in June 1984, Virgin Atlantic has just 
celebrated it’s 30th year as one of the world’s 
leading airlines. This documentary series goes 
behind the scenes of the business, following 
staff at all levels, from founder Richard Branson, 
and the Chief Exec to new cabin crew recruits 
and the boys in the warehouse, as the company 
rolls out a new plane, new uniforms and new 
people - and tries to get back in the black. In 
episode one, we meet the team at the Virgin 
Atlantic base in Crawley, preparing for the airline’s 
birthday event, as Branson, who founded the 
airline when he was just 34, makes a rare 
appearance. Cameras also follow 
58-year-old grandmother Katrine, 
who is hoping to fulfill her lifelong 
dream of becoming a ‘trolley dolly! 

WEDNESDAY 
Children of the Gaza War 
BBC2, 9pm 

During the past six years, 
children growing up on both 
sides of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict have experienced three 
wars. One of these conflicts, 


which took place in 2014 and last 51 days, resulted 
in the deaths of more than 500 youngsters, all but 
of them Palestinian. Almost every child in Gaza has 
lost a family member to the ongoing unrest, while 
those on the Israeli side of the border live in 

constant fear of rocket attacks and raids 
from gunmen using underground 
tunnels. ’It’s no not fair,’ says 
10-year-old Michal, who lives in a 
kibbutz less than a mile from the 
Gaza border. ’Your home is 
supposed to be the safest place in 
the world for you, but it’s just not true.’ 
He and others like him talks to 
resenter Lyse Dourcet about their 
often terrifying experiences. 

M THURSDAY 

Grand Designs: Living 
I in the City 
Channel 4,8pm 

■ New series. Kevin 

McCloud presents the 
first of four special 
I programmes inspired by 
■ 15 years of 

Grand Designs. 
He begins with 




a look at the challenges of self-building in the 
city, where space is at a premium and architects 
have to be at their most ingenious. Kevin uses 
footage from the best urban builds from the 
show over the years, meets pioneers at the 
forefront of the latest architectural thinking and 
looks at clever innovations that continue to 
transform people’s lives to reveal which designs 
work best and why. 

FRIDAY 

Frank Skinner: Man in a Suit 
BBC1,10.35pm 

For a while, it looked like Frank Skinner was 
mellowing. On panel shows in particular, he’s 
positively genial, willing to take a back seat and let 
the guests hog the spotlight on Room 101. But don’t 
let that fool you into thinking that Skinner isn’t as 
sharp as ever, especially when it comes to stand- 
up. This show was filmed during his 2014 tour, his 
first in seven years, and finds that while he may 
have grown up a bit since the laddish days of 
Fantasy Football, he’s still capable of brilliantly 
funny and occasionally filthy one-liners. The set also 
finds him musing on the nature of fame, and his 
own spot in the celebrity pecking order - and if this 
is show is anything to go by, he’ll be at the top of 
the comedy tree for quite some time. 


Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


PLUMBMASTER 


Complete Bathroom 
FROM £ 1 89.99 

I including 1700 x 700 bath, basin, toil 


Wide selection Of • Complete central heating and parts available 
walk-in showers • Taps • Towel rails • Showers 
available • Fascias & guttering 


urn 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL #% |R| g| j 

(next to Newman University College) 11 ^ M 1 #1 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm i I i 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


0121 4751112 


What’s Your Story? 



Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
I nstal lation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower* High Street;, 
Wednesbury 

0-121 505 3334 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

tT Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


MM (MM?® 

REPLACEMENT 
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 


ENERGY SAVING GLASS 
TRIPLE GLAZING - STAINED GLASS 


mis 
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thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM N 0.332 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


K 

2 

T 

3 

W 

S 

Y 

B 

A 

8 

Q 

9 

J 

10 

N 

12 

R 

13 

H 

14 e 

15 

D 

16 

O 


18 

P 

19 

U 

20 

F 

21 

G 

22 

V 

23 

X 

24 

L 

25 

Z 

26 

C 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Reduced to the 
lowest level (5) 

4. Fruit is when rain’s 
about (7) 

8. You might find merit 
in the meantime (7) 

9. He lives an ordered 
existence (5) 

10. A minor drawback 

(4) 

11. Not very bright but 
in charge of the 
players (8) 

13. Regrets the ways of 
the French (4) 

14. Fifty-one and single 

(4) 

16. It’s always torn out 
with great respect 
(8) 

17. Heavenly arts 
review (4) 

20. Letter comes from „ ... 

a number unusually 13 ‘ Certamly given no 
late (5) 

21. Country where men 
burst into song (7) 

22. Objects about the 


Down 

1. It takes over lines of 
communication (7,6) 

2. Wood spirit (5) 

3. Read as a chal¬ 
lenge (4) 

4. Take out a form (6) 

5. It’s not so good, 
being a subordinate 
(8) 

6. Flatter most sin¬ 
cerely (7) 

7. He may get carried 
away without know¬ 
ing it (9,4) 

12. Shrink - and iron? 

(8) 


encouragement to 
save up! (7) 

15. Inserts in songs (6) 


23. Make fun of one’s 
peers (5) 



French not finishing ig_ singer put right after 
the wrong note (5) 


19. A doctor’s name (4) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Protect (5) 

4. Take prisoner (7) 

8. Umpire (7) 

9. Deign (5) 

10. Moist (4) 

11. Gift (8) 

13. Lash (4) 

14. Dash (4) 

16. Amount (8) 

17. Dreadful (4) 

20. Ethics of a community (5) 

21. Train (7) 

22. Torture (7) 

23. Clothing (5) 


Down 

1. Bombastic (13) 

2. Set of records (5) 

3. Function (4) 

4. Box (6) 

5. Fairly good (8) 

6. Ideal (7) 

7. High cost (13) 

12. Aversion (8) 

13. Climate (7) 

15. Road (6) 

18. Angry (5) 

19. Store (4) 


Sudoku 



3 



5 

7 




9 



3 




2 




2 



4 


3 

6 



3 

4 

7 


6 


1 


8 






9 


4 


1 


8 

9 

3 



5 



8 



1 




2 



3 



4 

8 




5 

4 



7 



Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


8 2 


9 5 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Protester; 8 Poor; 9 Palat¬ 
able; 10 Reefer; 11 Harem; 14 Skier; 15 Warm; 
16 Sedan; 18 Land; 20 Olive; 21 Souls; 24 Slight; 
25 Took place; 26 Shoe; 27 Gradients. Down: 1 
Sparks fly; 2 Comedians; 4 Rear; 5 Tiara; 6 Sea- 
mew; 7 Eels; 9 Peers; 11 Hides; 12 Making the; 
13 Amnesties; 17 Noble; 19 Docked; 22 Lille; 23 
Moor; 24 Scot. QUICK - Across: 3 Slumbered; 

8 Loop; 9 Fabricate; 10 Origin; 11 Chasm; 14 
Amiss; 15 Save; 16 Tibia; 18 Cite; 20 Range; 

21 Exude; 24 Mentor; 25 Ingenious; 26 Edit; 27 
Fertility. Down: 1 Allowance; 2 Novitiate; 4 Lean; 
5 March; 6 Excess; 7 Eats; 9 First; 11 Cable; 12 
Magnitude; 13 Desecrate; 17 Aries; 19 Expect; 

22 Drill; 23 Once; 24 Must. 


Which poet wrote Paradise Lost? 

Who was the eldest son of Queen 
Victoria? 

Which Welsh actor was born Richard 
Jenkins in 1925? 

How did bank robber Ned Kelly die? 
When was the first London to Brighton 
veteran car rally? 


6. With which item of clothing would you 
associate Mary Phelps Jacob? 

7. Which Apollo 12 astronauts made the 
second moon landing? 

8. On what date was the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement signed? 

9. What is the Sooner state of the U.S.A.? 

10. Where is the Sea of Rains? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Martin Luther King; 2 Andy Warhol; 
3 Potomac; 4 Capricorn; 5 Herbert George; 
6 Mars; 7 Sweden; 8 Austria; 9 Murder; 10 
1941. 

Niner: SIGNATURE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


4569 

83258 


gives an insect, 
gives an animal, 
gives a fish. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 



54 LEES TERRACE, 
BILSTON 



5 POTTERS LANE, 
WEDNESBURY 



Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A ft T • It ■ O SURVIYOIIS 


Tuesday 14th July 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


59 Lots 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



247 SPIES LANE, 
HALESOWEN 



47 THE BROADWAY. 
WEST BROMWICH 



21 TOWER ROAD, 
TIVIDALE 



FLAT 34 BRANDHALL COURT. 
WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY 



44 CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, 
TIPTON 



27 OAKESWELL STREET, 
WEDNESBURY 



















































































































































PROPERTY 27 


Barn conversion has an 
idyllic setting near hills 



SHUT Mill Barn in Shut Mill Lane, 
Romsley, is an attached barn conver¬ 
sion ideally placed for commuting. 

It is for sale through Allan Morris estate 
agents at £449,950. Close to the Clent Hills this 
splendid barn conversion lies back from a scenic 
country lane. It has a sweeping gravelled drive¬ 
way bordered by a brook fed from the millpond 
which stands behind a neighbouring cottage. 

The house has a splendid dining hall with 
a galleried landing and timbered ceiling, an 
inner hallway with a WC, a lounge with an 
inglenook fireplace and log burner, a ground 
floor fourth bedroom/study, breakfast kitchen, 
electric oven, hob and hood, utility, first floor 
master bedroom with a dressing room and en 
suite, two further double bedrooms and a bath¬ 
room, gardens and double garage. Contact Allan 
Morris Estate Agents on 01562 747755 or visit 
www.allan-morris.co.uk 




A traditional family 
home with gardens 


A LOVELY traditional three-bedroomed 
family home, 31 Lord Street, Bilston, is for 
sale through Your Move at £110,000. 

Well-presented throughout it has an 
entrance hall, a semi open-plan lounge 
and dining room and a fitted kitchen with 
cream coloured units with wooden trims 
and splash-back tiling. 

On the first floor there are three good- 
sized bedrooms and a bathroom and a sepa¬ 
rate WC. The property has majority double 
glazing and also an high efficiency electric 
heating system. 

There are attractive gardens to the front 
and rear plus a summerhouse. 

Contact Your Move on 01902 771511 or 
visit www.your-move.co.uk 


/ 


I . 



Scriv en & Co. 

B ^BB53 


Advising on 
Buying and Selling 
property for over 
75 years 


Oldbury 



Edward Road 

* Spacious three bedroom semi¬ 
detached house 

* Living room and dining room 

* Kitchen and utility 


Halesowen 



Gower Road 

* Spacious detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lounge * Dining room 

* Breakfast kitchen & Re-fitted 


Halesowen 



Chantry Drive 

* Two bedroom bungalow 

* Side garage 

* Living room 

* Kitchen 


Halesowen Hurst Green 



Lansdowne Road 

* Semi-detached house 

* Through living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 


Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 

www.scriven.co.uk 0121 422 4011 


* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Garage 

* Beautiful rear garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


bathroom 

* Utility/WC 

* Delightful garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £264,950 


* Bathroom 

* Side garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £205,000 


* Side garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £154,950 


Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 



Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Close to Blackheath town centre 

* Reception hall, lounge, kitchen 

* Bedroom, bedroom 2/dining room, 
bathroom 

* Pleasant gardens, off road 
parking, gas boiler radiators 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Blakedown Road 

* Semi Detached 

* Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

* Re-fitted Kitchen and Re-fitted 
Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Garage 

* Lovely Rear Garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


New John Street 

* Semi-detached house 

* Re-fitted kitchen 

* Full width rear living room 

* Three bedrooms & bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

£129,500 


Halesowen 


Romsley 


Halesowen 


Kent Road 

* Detached house 

* Corner position 

* Four bedrooms (one on the ground 
floor) 

* Wet room/wc 

* House bathroom with shower cubicle 
and en-suite shower 

* Detached garage (access via Highland 
Ridge) 

EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £329,950 


Trevanie Avenue 

* Link-detached house 

* Extended living room and extended re¬ 
fitted kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Ground floor and first floor shower 
rooms 

* Low maintenance rear garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £220,000 


Newlands Drive 

* Extended semi detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Through living room 

* Lovely rear garden 

* Small side garage 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £185,000 


Swan Crescent 

* Semi-detached house 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Off road parking 
EPC=D 

Offers in excess of £130,000 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 



The Rosegardens 

* Spacious house planned on three 
floors * Fitted kitchen/breakfast room/ 
fitted cloakroom * Lounge leading to 
conservatory/dining room 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Two further bedrooms 

* House bathroom 

* Enclosed gardens, carport and parking 
space * Double glazed windows, gas 
boiler heating radiators EPC=C 

£179,950 


Romsley Hill Grange 

Farley Lane 

* A secluded position with aspect onto 
the landscaped grounds and woodland 

* The ground floor apartment in a 
unique building (of just two apartments) 

* Three bedrooms (Principal en-suite) 

* Bathroom * Spacious kitchen/ 
breakfast room and utility area 

* Open plan lounge and inner dining 
area * Double garage *EPC=D 
Offers in the region of £285,000 


Hardwick Drive 

* Attractive semi-detached house with 
open aspect * 3 Bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Small garage/store 

* Fitted Kitchen with appliances/Dining 
Room 

* Store/Utility Area * Lounge opening to 
garden * Gas Boiler Heating Radiators 

* Double Glazed Windows 

* Pleasant Garden with Summerhouse 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


Pound Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Recently re-planned and modernised 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Kitchen with breakfast area 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £185,000 


Middlefield Avenue 

* Semi detached house 

* Through living room and dining room 
and extended kitchen 

* Utility and wc 

* Four bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Good sized rear garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £224,950 


Broadway Court 

Pottery Road 

* Second floor flat 

* Kitchen/living room 

* Bedroom 

* Bathroom 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £89,950 


Chester Rise 

* Mid Terraced house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Modern Kitchen 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £124,950 
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"humberstones 


Quinton: 0121 422 1188 
Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



UNIQUE detached bungalow with 23ft lounge having original features. 22ft kitchen diner to rear 
& bedroom with en-suite & further bedroom/reception room to rear. SUPERB 1st floor conversion 
with 16ft master bedroom, study/dressing area & REFITTED bathroom. Driveway & garage to 
front. Extensive lawn gardens to rear. EPC rating: E Ref: HHB12 


STUNNING semi with GARAGE & driveway. REFITTED 14ft kitchen & separate utility & WC. 21ft 
lounge to rear with 14ft dining room. 4 bedrooms & REFITTED luxury bath & shower room. Lawn 
gardens to rear. GCH & majority UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: D Ref: D1642 


IMMACULATE semi-detached home with potential to extend to the side. REFURBISHED throughout 
including REFITTED 17ft kitchen diner & 15ft lounge to front. Benefits from d/s WC. 3 bedrooms 
& LUXURY REFITTED bathroom. GCH & UPVC DG fitted. DRIVEWAY to front, lawn garden to rear. 
EPC rating: D Ref: D1645 


BEARWOOD 


£ 325,000 


£ 239,950 


£ 189,950 



SPACIOUS & EXTENDED home close to Bearwood High Street & parks. Reception room to front 
& OPEN PLAN kitchen diner to rear leading to lean-to utility room. REFITTED family bathroom & 3 
bedrooms on first floor. Low maintenance gardens. Gas central heating & majority UPVC DG. EPC 
rating: Ref: D1568 



WELL PRESENTED & EXTENDED home in cul-de-sac location. 25ft lounge diner & REFITTED 
kitchen. Utility area & office with store room. REFITTED bathroom & 3 bedrooms. DRIVEWAY & 
southerly facing rear garden. GCH & majority UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: D 



Well presented, traditional style semi detached, CONVENIENTLY SITUATED within this POPULAR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, having gas radiator heating, double glazing with 2 reception rooms, 3 
bedrooms, GARAGE and pleasant Garden. EPC E. 


QUINTON 


BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 



Well presented, THOUGHTFULLY IMPROVED end terraced property, convenient position, having 
double glazing, gas radiator heating, delightful lounge, FITTED BREAKFAST KITCHEN, 3 bedrooms, 
RE-FITTED SHOWER ROOM, pleasant rear garden. EPC tbc. BEARWOOD OFFICE. 


£ 124,950 



NOW op EN 

our NEW N 

BEARWOOD 

OFFICE! 

The same great service 
and attention to detail 
you have come to expect 
from Humberstones 
Homes is now available in 
Bearwood 

CALL OR VISIT US- 

0121 434 4345 

129 Poplar Road, Bearwood, B66 4AP 



MODERNISED home with NO UPWARD CHAIN. 2 large reception rooms & SUPERB 18ft FITTED 
breakfast kitchen with appliances. REFITTED d/s bathroom & REFITTED WC. Having 2 DOUBLE 
bedrooms on 1st floor. UPVC DG & GCH. Lawn rear garden. EPC rating: D Ref: D1641 


£ 117,500 



m 


« 


mi 


CLIFTON ROAD, SMETHWICK 


WELL PRESENTED home. Having gas radiator heating and double glazing. Requiring internal 
inspection and comprising of 2 reception rooms & FITTED kitchen. SUPERB d/s bathroom. 3 
GOOD SIZE bedrooms. Pleasant low maintenance rear garden .EPC E 


BEARWOOD 


£ 109,950 


FIND OUR PROPERTIES 


(S)nTheAAarketL 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 



































































PROPERTY 


Family home in Upton 
has had major extension 



AN imposing residence, 49 
Woodcroft Avenue, Tipton, 
has been significantly ex¬ 
tended and well maintained. 

It is for sale through Taylors Estate 
Agents at £250,000 with no chain. 

In a cul-de-sac, it was built in the 
late 1940s and has had a substantial 
kitchen extension and garage. It in¬ 
cludes a reception hall, through lounge 
with an Adam-style fireplace, a dining 
room, cellerage, shower/wet room, 
breakfast kitchen with fridge/freezer, 
electric oven, breakfast bar and dish¬ 
washer, utility, three bedrooms and a 
shower room. Contact Taylors estate 
agents on 01902 880888 or visit www. 
taylors-estateagents.co.uk 



Detached house has an 
impressive diner kitchen 



A SUBSTANTIAL detached 
family residence with a stun¬ 
ning dining kitchen, 94 Ivy- 
house Lane, Coseley, is for 
sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at £235,000. 

With central heating and double 
glazing it has an entrance hall with 
parquet flooring, WC, living room with 
a cast iron gas burner, dining room 
with a briquette fireplace with a tim¬ 
ber beam and a coal-effect gas fire, 
parquet flooring and a bay window, 
kitchen with granite worktops, oven 
with cooker hood, fridge, freezer and 
dishwasher, laundry room, pantry, WC, 
three bedrooms (two with fitted ward¬ 
robes), bathroom with a white suite, 
a rear garden with patio, decking and 
lawn, and a garage. 

For further information contact 
Skitts Estate Agents on 01902 686868 
or visit www.skitts.net website. 



Hicks Hadley 

Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



STOURBRIDGE, Trinity Road£695 pcm+Fees 

••FULLY REFURBISHED** A lovely detached house in a very 
popular location in a quiet cul-de-sac position comprising of: 
brand new kitchen leading to a very spacious lounge overlooking 
a full width conservatory, 3 spacious bedrooms & a fabulous 
appointed bathroom with shower, integrated garage, driveway 
for 2 car^OTMTiaintenanc^ai^ei^vailabl^iov^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Hill Top Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 


A lovely detached family home having been newly decorated & carpeted in 
this very popular location close to bus links/shops. A welcoming hallway 
leads to the lounge with patio doors to conservatory. A large modern 
kitchen with integrated appliances and separate dining area. Stairs off 
lounge leading to 3 good size bedrooms, bathroom suite with shower. 
Beautiful reai^aj^ernrvjtf^eckin^jnvevva^aij<in^oi^^ehicle^^PC^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Norwood Avenue£625 pcm+Fees 
Located on a sought after Timbertree Estate. Having been fully 
renovated throughout, this house is not to be missed. Featuring 
a welcoming porch and entrance hallway, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen with some appliances, utility area, modern bathroom with 
shower, 3 good size bedrooms with a further room off bedroom 
3 for a stud^tc^nvewa^addn^n^eaijardei^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Beecher Road£625 pcm+Fees 

Newly decorated & new carpets throughout is this 
unfurnished detached house featuring gas central heating ,2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs wc, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, driveway parking for several cars, 

Jargejeanjarciei^vailabl^ov^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£575 pcm+Fees 


A superb fully re-furbished traditional terraced house. Within 
easy reach of Blackheath and a short drive from Halesowen 
and the M5. This home features 2 large reception rooms, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing. A must 
see property! EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Wiltshire Drive£575 pcm+Fees 

Located on the Homer Hill Estate. A semi-detached home 
briefly featuring 1 double bedroom and 2 single bedrooms, 
spacious lounge, large kitchen with dining area, family 
bathroom with telephone shower, double glazing, gas central 
heating, front and rear gardens, off road parking, unfurnished. 
EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wrights Lane£575 pcm+Fees 


A short distance from Old Hill shops and local train station 
is this well presented unfurnished semi detached house, 
comprising of: 3 bedrooms, modern fitted diner kitchen, 
lounge, gas central heating, double glazing, house bathroom 
withshoweygayarten^rma^ajiijj^^rojJ^PC^C 



CRADLEY HEATH, Surfeit Hill Road£550 pcm+Fees 
An ideal family home situated between Old Hill and Cradley 


Heath. This 3 bed semi features 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, good size bedrooms and 
dnyewa^rarldnc^^onc^enmgntaM^vailabl^P^^^^ 



uiwm _ 

HALESOWEN, Colley Lane £550 pcm+Fees 

Wonderfully presented and modern mid-terraced house on a 
popular road which is close to Colley Gate Primary School and 
local shops features 2 double bedrooms, dining kitchen, modern 
lounge with feature fireplace, bathroom with P shaped bath with 
shower, maintenance free garden, parking to the rear of property 
for 2 ve jicle^vailabl^s^ugus^oU^^Tiissed^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Holt Road £550 pcm+Fees 

A nicely presented refurbished mid terraced home, close to 
local shops. Featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with shower, 
double glazing, gas central heating, small rear garden, on 
roadjaarkinc^vailabl^OT^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, The Forge £550 pcm+Fees 

An extremely well maintained 2 bedroom semi detached 
property situated towards the head of a quiet cul de sac and 
within walking distance to Cradley Heath Train Station. Featuring 
a great living room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
recently installed double glazing, driveway, gas central heating 
Mdeas^yjiaintaiiygai^artei^/IEWIN^SSENOA^PC^ 


I 



HALESOWEN, Fatherless Barn Crescent£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 3 bedroom semi detached family home within 
the catchment area for Colley Lane Primary School and the 
number 9 bus. Featuring an entrance hall, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen & utility, 3 good size bedrooms & upstairs 
walk in shower room, large rear garden & driveway. Available 
Now. EPC: C 


~*wj 


* Hr^fer 



yfl) 

HALESOWEN, Richmond Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Located in central Halesowen. This lovely 2 double bedroom 
property features a great size lounge, large dining kitchen, 
house bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing, driveway parking. This property will not last long. 
EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Hope Street £495 pcm+Fees 

A fully refurbished ground floor apartment, like brand new, 

and having large lounge, refitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms 

and refitted bathroom. The apartment has double glazing, 

newlv fitted electric heating, garage and rear garden. EPC: E 

III 

ROWLEY REGIS, Habberley Road£495 pcm+Fees 
This lovely unfurnished mid terraced home is located close 
to local shops, and minutes away from J2 of the M5. Briefly 
comprising of 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 
house bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central 
heatina, rear aarden and off road parking. EPC: E 
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ROWLEY REGIS, Oldbury Road£425 pcm+Fees 
Recently refurbished, very generous sized unfurnished flat 

above shop. Gas central heating, part double glazing, lounge, 

fitted breakfast kitchen, 1 bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
on roachMfkina. Rent includes water rates. EPC: E 

HALESOWEN, Richmond Court£425 pcm+Fees 

A unfurnished 1 bed 1st floor flat that has recently been 
decorated. Featuring kitchen with integrated appliances, living 
room, lovely modern shower room, electric storage heating 
and on road parking. This property is close to Huntingtree 
Park and a few minutes drive to Halesowen Town Centre. 
EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Teme Road £395 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented and close to Colley Lane Primary 
School, is this furnished to suit ground floor apartment. 
Briefly comprising of 2 double bedrooms, spacious lounge, 
fitted kitchen with white goods, family bathroom with shower, 
allocated Darkina SDace. EPC: C 
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ROWLEY REGIS, Winchester Close£395 pcm+Fees 
A well presented, unfurnished 1st floor apartment, close to the 

M5 J2. This apartment features 2 bedrooms, fitted kitchen, 

lounge, double glazing, bathroom with shower, parking space 
and parkina area for visitors, communal aardens. EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Lyde Green £395 pcm+Fees 

Located on the popular Homer Hill Estate in Halesowen is this 

unfurnished 2nd floor flat, comprising of: Living room/fitted 

kitchen, double bedroom, bathroom with shower, communal 

aarden. aaraae. and residents Darkina. Available now. EPC: E 

LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 

E 
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Local Specialists 


Appliance Repairs 


and all White Goods 

"Don’t go and ■ 

buu a new one, 
get it repaired ,.. 1 


EteEnmrs© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



Hiasasii 




Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Home Improvements 


“When you want to find 
a high quality, local ex¬ 
pert that you can trust” 

Visit 

getalocalexpert.com 

“With just 2 clicks” 
Getalocalexpert.com links you to 
proven, high quality experts in your 
local area and It’s FREE to use. 

“For a quick and easy way to 
find an expert 
you can trust”. 

Remember To Visit 

getalocalexpert.com 


Decorating 



MJD Painter & Decorator 

michael.j.downing@hotmail.co.uk 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes 
Fully Insured 

No job to small give Mick a 


Call 

Tel:07889923896 


0 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Assured 

Call: \V ^ | 
07730 
477564, 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
' Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


A1 

DECORATING 

services. City 
& Guilds, no job 
too small. Free 
quotes, 

Tel: 07903 
820418 



Garage Doors 


DOULTON DOORS L 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Electrical 


nford Lirr 


ited 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


+— +“ 01384 278471 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) 


“I" 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mtm 

local service call: 



Double Glazing 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 



Electricians 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd 


^ Summer Deal!!! 

Is your fuseboard in need of an upgrade? 
Does your house wiring need an MOT?^ 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 
Summer Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we only 
supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a Part P Electrical 
Installation Certificate. Also included with the fuseboard change is a full 
MOT, of your entire house wiring. Any electrical work undertaken. 

Electrical Safety Call US today Oil 

■SSr —iig 0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

f s | for more information ^ 

^ www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
■Jin. j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Fencing 


mm 


DBGARAGE DOORS J THE WINDOW DOCTOR 



Gardening Services & Shed 
Re-felts Also Undertaken. 


RIGHT 

SPARKS 


FUSE BOARDS 
REWIRES 
SOCKETS 
LIGHTING 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 
FAULT FINDING 
TEST & INSPECT 


07411 374641 / 
0800 1017105 




Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 

01384 834197 
07927 014217 


^TFencing 

All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing ft Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slava on| 

01384 242891 or 17970 300586 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC [ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

debbie.florence@expressandstar.co.uk 5 

Post to... ^ 

HQ ■ Debbie Florence, Halesowen Chronicle, Black 1 
^ 0 Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 












































































































































Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



QUTriin fT nsb ( 

Tree Felling, Conifers/Hedges/Bushes cut or removed 


special Rates for OAPs 

Gardens tidied and cleared 

Bookings now being taken for Spring/Summer 


Call for immediate attention 

■Q;il2iir4jr 2 teM8j 

>#79^980^1 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



(M> 
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Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
' Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

www.ragardenservkes.net 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


RELIABLE AND 
EXPERIENCED 
GARDENER 

Looking for full / part time work 

References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 
PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 

Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
0 General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Landscaping 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 

> PATIOS > GARDEN CLEARANCE 

> BLOCK PAVING > FENCING 
> BRICKWORK > OCCKING 
> ORIVEWAYS > TURFING 

0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Motoring Accessories 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


Plumbing & Heating 



30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault o 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co-i 
| email: crossways1@btinternet.com 



insurance 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradiey Heath, B64 6PL 


Plastering 


C A Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



Plasterer? 

Need to proqx^yg 0 _ 

business, P le -f® <3195771 



Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 

tTTI 


OH PLASTERERS 



WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


_ 24/7 ^ 

1> Emergency, 

Call Out - 


Gastek 

Solutions 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR ! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

CALL TODAY AND SPEAK TO 
THE TEAM 01384 560 856 

• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions, 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

• LPG Installations and Servicing 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


FINANCE 
NOW AVAILABLE, 

NEW BOILERS 
FITTED...Pfly 
MONTHLY! 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts _ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
r 07531 100591 

KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 




JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 


Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns _ 

Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
3r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 prny 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 
DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


re plus VAT) 

llWMl 


Accredited Installer 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 



Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Plumbing , 


Gas and Boiler Services 


•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 



To promote your 

Gas S- BoiIstj 
S ervice 


FREE QUOTES 

J [ 




Skip Hire 


ALL 

ASMTAIlijStiS 

«1S Sr M? 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A . 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


S— H OUSEHOLD 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Qw All installations and repairs 
vB Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V, www.household-plumbing.co.uk S 


ME± 




Specialists 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 





(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE - 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

All BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
AI .I. WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

IQ 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... ^6 

debbie.florence@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

HQ 'f| Debbie Florence, Halesowen Chronicle, Black 1 
^ 0 Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 
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Roofing 


Window Specialists 


ALL 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


HA Ji IHII IMF 
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MASSIVE SALE NOW ON 

Call your local company that has been establish 
for over 16 years for a Free No Obligation Quol 

• Conservatories • Orangeries • Double Glazing 
• Doors • Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

M: 07866 468427 

|V| 

www.mainlinewindows.co.uk 


ROOFING SERVICES 

• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 

New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

ijj 

imziziimx 





•Fascias • Sofits *DryUerge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABL 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Property Maintenance 






Building Plans 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 





To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers.. 


Call us on... 

01902319590 



Post to... 

Debbie Florence, Halesowen Chronicle, Black 




Friends 




YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

For a quick service from your 
mobile call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY 26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 

Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! 
Looking for non complicated fun 


times. Attractive, discreet, 
OHAC, you won’t be 
disappointed. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418089® 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4292 Box 
No: 418117 

EMMA, 43, easygoing female 
looking to broaden her horizons, 
WLTM similar male for romantic 
liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009 ® 

GILLY, voluptuous well 
groomed lady, seeks man to 
massage and pamper. Tel No: 
0906 515 4293 Box No: 412933 
SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, 
live alone with no ties, love 
romanticising and WLTM man for 
good times together, maybe 
more. Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417751 ® 
SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not 
skinny WLTM single dad aged 39 
to 45. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4295299 

ANN, young looking 40yrs 
seeks broadminded man of any 
age/location for no strings dis¬ 
creet times, games and more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 4282 Box No: 
412369 

FEMALE, 36, looking for a 
genuine guy to wine and dine me 
with lots of laughter and fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4758012 

JULIE, attractive early 40’s 
brunette, size 10, varied 
interests, WLTM male for fun 
times, good conversations, 
spoiling and maybe more, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418007® 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4295 Box No: 
366019 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417985| 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful 
brunette, enjoys 

aromatherapy/massage, looking 
for male who appreciates a 
feminine, sensual lady. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787| 

BOSTON female 56 loyal, 

intelligent, loves history seeks 
dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4751421 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful 
brunette, enjoys 

aromatherapy/massage, looking 
for male who appreciates a 
feminine, sensual lady. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417787| 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, 
curly hair, rugby fan, WLTM 

genuine male who will accept her 
as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:417763 ® 
ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, 
single lady, loves animals, WLTM 
uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417623| 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 ® 

ELLEN 45, attractive, with 
statuesque curvy figure, looking 
for an uncomplicated relationship 
with understanding male friend. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:417663® 

MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, 
well travelled seeks active, 
broadminded male to share new 
experiences and adventures 
with. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417651 d) 

SLIM fair-haired lady, 
5ft4 looking for a male 30 to 40 
for Itr in Warwickshire area. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4527227 


SANDY, mature, very young 
looking widow seeks fit young 
man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 417581 ® 
ATTRACTIVE lady, young 
looking, single would love to 
meet uniformed officer. Must be 
sincere and genuine. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4727985 
SANDY, mature, very young 
looking widow seeks fit young 
man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 417581 ® 
GINA, attractive slim blue eyed 
blonde, loves to cook, looking for 
her soul mate seeks tall male for 
lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417419® 

ZARA 5ft 4ins, slim, single mum, 
honest, caring, likes walks, 
seeking genuine male, 45-50 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417513 | 

CARING lovely curvy female 41 

seeks genuine and caring guy. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4721992 

GINA, attractive slim blue eyed 
blonde, loves to cook, looking for 
her soul mate seeks tall male for 
lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417419 ® 
TRACY, 39, brunette, outgoing, 
down to earth, fit and active has 
much to offer someone special. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417417| 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 d) 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

JEAN, shy brunette with lots of 
love to give to the right man, 
seeks mature male to share 
relationship with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 417285 ® 



WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 ® 
SINGLE male non smoker, 
looking for soul mate, laid back 
guy who likes outdoors, walking 
my dog and occasional mountain 
biking. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4763550 

PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:414991 
DAVE 55, seeks tiny 
broadminded slim, small 
breasted, long hair blonde/ginger 
female for adult fun/LTR. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4757127 
CUDDLY 50 year old male, hard 
working, seeks genuine woman 
for days and nights out and no 
strings fun. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4437594 

DAVE 37 looking for a nice lady 
any age to have a laugh with so 
if that's you text me. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4320134 
DUBLINER, good sense of 
humour, strong and very fit would 
love to meet a warm sensitive 
lady, non smoker. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4754715 
MALE, outgoing 5ft10 medium 
built, seeking the right lady, local 
and caring. Likes to have fun. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 
4750169 

WIDOWER would love to meet 
female over 70 for friendship. 
Car owner. Fed up being lonely. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4760869 

MALE, 50yrs, caring, easy 
going seeks female 40/50 for 
friendship/relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4761012 


TALL, dark, attractive guy, 49, 
seeks attractive, younger female 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 316752 
DENNIS 72, widower, seeking 
female, 60-65 for friendship, 
travel companion, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417927 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, 
seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 
SHROPSHIRE male, 5a talL 
dark, attractive, fun loving, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 341387 
TIM, easygoing honest male, 
discreet, uninhibited, seeks 
similar non-conformist averagely 
attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:375065 
JOE 60s seeking fun loving lady 
for discreet LTR. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4257766 


MIKE, 61,5ft.5in, Coalville area 
seeking 30+ year old lady with 
long blonde hair and blue eyes 
for friendship. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4709567 
MALE nurse, tall dark and 
handsome, 44yrs old, easy 
going, romantic, seeks female for 
lots of off duty fun and romance! 
Derby area. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4172512 
MALE 47, medium build, seeks 
female, 40-50 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:415651 ® 

BBW lover looking for fun and 
frolics in the afternoon or 
evening. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417795 ® 

TIGER Woods lookalike, seeking 
pretty BBW for good times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411801 

56YR old widow seeking female, 
50-60 for relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417201 
MALE, medium build, down to 
earth, salt & pepper hair, GOSH, 
Sincere, WLTM someone similar. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 
4744385 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be 
considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, 
text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY 
TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, Service 
only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This 
service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be 
sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national 
database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode 
you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. 
DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. 
Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. 




































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


'w Index 



IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST—Black and white male 
short haired cat, micro-chipped, 
neutered. Oxley area, 13/14 June. 
Family very upset. 01902 787726. 

LOST—Siamese female cat, grey 
and white, neutered, chipped, 
lost since November. Reward for 
safe return. 01746 764036. 

LOST—Small timid ginger and 
white cat from Canterbury Road, 
Penn on June 26. 

01902 652878. 


| X 



MOBILITY SCOOTER Very good 
condition, four wheeler. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


(Q By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 



ABERYSTWYTH 
CLARACH BAY 


Atlas Diamond Super 38 x 12, 
2002, Sleeps 6. 2 bedrooms, 1 
en-suite. Two toilets. Seperate 
kitchen. Range type cooker. 
DG. CH. Balcony.Sea views. 
Site fees paid till 2016. 
£10,995 or will PX for Tourer 
or Camper Van. 

01746 765252 or 07904 
612854. 


ABI DAYSTAR 1996, 2-berth, full 
awning, cassette toilet, Alko 
hitchlock plus extras, ready to go, 
£2,100. 07887 593617. 


'»■« 

■frlFiy 


DART 545/4 


2007, awning, water bottles. 
Large separate shower. 


^ Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


Immaculate inside and out. 

Don’t miss this one. 
£4,995. 

01384 565140. 
07761 091577. 


£ In person 


BAILEY PAGEANT BORDEAUX 

2007, full awning, motormover, 
waste containers, 4 berth, fixed 
bed, £6,200 ono. 07967 641550. 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


BRADCOT ACTIVE AWNING. Bur¬ 
gundy/cream 793cms to fit caravan 
length 5.59 metres. Used. Good 
condition. £200. 01902 674428. 

CHEAP STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE on Presthaven Sands In 
North Wales £14,995 10 & half 
month season call Joe on 07837 
499660 




BLUEBIRD SUPER DELUXE 
CARAVAN 

1997 model, on Badgers Glade 
Holiday Park, MicTWales. 
Nice clean condition inside and 
out, with large decking, 
2 bedrooms, shower room and 
WC + separate WC, 
Ground rent paid till 2016. 
£7,500. 

07944 384135. 



COLSALT STRATHMORE 
STATIC CARAVAN 


38ft x 12ft, 2-bedrooms, on five 
star park, Talybont, Barmouth, 
DG, CH, full decking recently 
done, mountain views, 5 
minutes sea, dog friendly, 
excellent condition. 


Bargain £15,000. 


07530 871890. 


SALOP LEISURE 

Over 150 New and Pre Owned Touring 
Caravans and Motorhomes in stock. Prices 
starting from £1,995 Swift, Sprite, Sterling, 
Bailey, Elddis, Coachman, Bessacarr. 

7 day service department. 2015 PRACTICAL 
CARAVAN DEALER OF THE YEAR. 

For more info call Paul on 07872 671153 


MAXUS CAMPER 

2007, 2 owners, 15k miles, 2- 
berth, LWB, high top, 2.5VM 
diesel, MoT Dec 2015, FSH, 
bed, hook up, 100 watt solar, 
oak kitchen, wash room, 
Thetford toilet, alloys, electric 
step, grap rails. 

Other accessories available. 

£15,000. 

01902 737671. 


NEW 2015 STATIC CARAVAN 

£19,995 - Willerby Aurora 35 x 12 

Two Bedrooms, Double Glazing, 
Central Heating. Available now on 
over 200 holiday park locations 
across the Heart Of England, 
Mid Wales & the Mid Wales Coast. 
Free Buyers Guide available call 
Scott on 07803290682 


THREE BED STATIC 
CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, with large decking, 
on quiet site in Llanbrynmair, 
Mid Wales, with 2 carp pools, 20 
minutes to nearest coast. 
Ground rent paid until 
November. 

£5,950 ono. 

Telephone 07555 303350. 

VENTURA CADET PORCH Awning 
Burgundy, excellent £100. Stay 
Mount stabiliser £10. Bulldog 
hitchlock £10. 0121 475 1113. 


WILLERBY STATIC 

32ft, 2 bedrooms, lightwood 
kitchen and fittings, immaculate 
throughout, patio and decking, 
tranquil site. 

£7,100. 

07561 306935. 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

28 x 10, 2 bedrooms, On quiet 
park with two fishing pools in 
Mid Wales. Site fees included 
for 2015. Dog friendly. 

£3,800. 

Telephone 07922 351352. 



: All Caravans Wanted; 

: Any Age or Condition ; 

l *CASH * WAITING* I 

l Immediate collection : 

* Call 07787 833 833 ; 


CARAVAN WANTED. 

Can pick up asap. 
Call me on 07717 


090817. 


TOURING CARAVAN wanted 
in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



GIBSON SG standard guitar + hard 
case, cherry red, mint condition, 
unwanted gift. £775 ovno. 

01902 674891. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock/ Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 



FreeAds 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 
_/bookanad_ 

WESLOW 850 heavy duty treadmill, 
good condition, £95 ono. 

01562 700516. 



self catering ^ 

V holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



-I-^ 

antique fairs 


ANTIQUE/COLL FAIR Kinver 
Comm Centre, Sunday, 5th July, 
(also Bromsgrove every Friday) Est 
1979, Waverley. 0121 550 4123. 
Next Book Fair, Sunday 19th July. 


markets 




DINING ROOM Suite, 6 chairs, 2 
carvers, manufactured by Rack- 
straw, yew, £350. 01384 878260. 

LEATHER SUITE 3 seater, 2 chairs, 
excellent condition. £150. 

01384 258781. 

TRADITIONAL BEIGE 3 piece suite, 
3 seater settee, 2 reclining chairs, 
very good condition £350. 

01299 400874. 



FRIDGE FREEZER ail complete. 
Excellent condition, £85. 

07444 103916. 


FRIDGE FREEZER Extra large very 
condition, Beko, white £80. 

07796 795696. 



\ 

service 

V___ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



FLOOR TILES cream Italian porce¬ 
lain, by Marco Polio, 87 tiles 
60cmx60cm, still boxed, cost £900, 
accept £500. 07772 280037. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 


AIR RIFLES, ANTIQUE GUNS, taxi¬ 
dermy- birds, fish, mammals etc. All 
collections wanted 07968 624202 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


WANTED PRE 1950’S 
FISHING TACKLE 

By genuine collector. 
Reels, Tackle and 
Taxidermy etc. 

Other game Fishing tackle 
considered. 

Call Phil on 01952 290710 
or 07891 334411. 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


C 


aerials 


J 


A A DIGITAL 
MM AERIALS 

Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

01543 439095 
01922 716029 
I 07833 738857 


blinds 


j 


Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


builders 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


carpet & upholstery 
\ s _ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 



driveways & ^ 

patios| 


B.D. DRIVES LTD reg., 9560930. 
Block paving, walls, slabs, gravel 
etc. 01902 267850, 0800 8- 


gardening | 
y services I 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


NEW BOILERS Hobs, cookers & 
fires fit and svs. L-lord certs / gas 
leaks 07954543041 01384 825556 


house clearances 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / j 
y decorators I 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


PREMIER ROOFING _ 

0121 532 7601 / 07875 387445. 
www.rooferwestmidlands.com 

SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, flat roofing, 
no job to small 40 years experience. 
Keith: 07546 158165 




skip hire 


] 


\^3urz\ 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


MMumm 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 2, 2015 







































































































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 2, 2015 


34 



WE PAY 100% of 

We buy any house 


purchase price 


► We are a family run local business. 

► Buying properties for over 30 years. 

► A fair offer from people you can trust. 

► No fees - Free solicitors. 


EXPE 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... 

90M, 


Text To 

GOAL 88802 


and we will call you back now 


01902 628047 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 


RAMSDENS 

Property 


CASH NOW 


SELL FAST 

W Property investor needs properties in 
^ Cash payments 
^ We will cover all your fees 
y Quicker service 


01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


FOR YOUR HOUSE 


i Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer ■ Any condition 

i No fees ■ Repossessions stopped subject to terms 


AND GET 
A BETTER 
PRICE 


0800 


IM 

Property Investi 

inK 

lit by women 

• No Fees* • ^ 

• Any property • Repossessions stopped 

• Any condition • Deceased estates 

• Free confidential 
service 

t 

0800109 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 936087 


Lines open 
24 hours a day, 
7 days a week 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first - highest prices paid 

Telephone 

01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


STOP f 

WE RAY MORE £ 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


4 >sicj€] i 

■ of trying to sell your house F 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR * 

Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Ol 922 689023 




Its a simple as 


etter 

that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 


ash 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 


ideal 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


nationa 


nomeowne 

helpNne.co.uk 


rs 


CO 


ne 


we can 
your 
house 
in k 


100% 


of 


purchase 


pay 


price 




Dewmark 

Homes 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 


I Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 


■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

I * No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 




I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 44 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 



Need Fast Cash? 

DON'T DELAY 

PACT PAQLI nCPPD 

Buying property since 1984 

PAT T TODAY 

mo 1 OMull UrrLn 

FOR YOUR HOUSE 

HeIbesSqrremn 

■pjOUR HOUSE 

for a fast cash offer 

0800 500 3109 
k. 01902 628060 ^ 

0800 077 8808 
01384 226087 

01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 


0800 633 5226 / 
01922 689023 


(jMpaaagjEQ I 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 



A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


WE ALWAYS PAY MORE 

for the best price now. 
Call Aardvark 0121 308 7786 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BILSTON CENTRE near bus and 
metro station, large 1 bedroom 
ground floor flat, ElOOpw, exclu¬ 
sive. Call 07968 052936. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07940 116130 
TIPTON 1-bed flat, DSS ok, no 
deposit required. 

Call or text 07754 076795. 

WHITMORE REANS 3 bed property 
to let, CH, close to amenities. 
£105pwk. 01902 563807. 


BUILDING LAND for sale, Nether¬ 
ton, planning permission for 3 
bedroom house. £40,000. 

07773 001859. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Ring Paul 24/7localon 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 6964154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


lOOIC 

ONE BEDROOM BRAND 
NEW LUXURY PARK HOME 

On select country park in 
Coven. 

Nice gardens, GCH, DG. 
Private parking on new 
driveway, canal walks, nice 
views. 

Semi retired / retired only. 

£59,000. 

Call 07971 307903. 

LOOK 



A CHARMING FRENCH 
FARMHOUSE COTTAGE 

Normandy trance, set in 2.9 
acres of land, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, open plan living, 
dining and kitchen area, log 
burner, beautiful views, gite to 
renovate and outbuildings. 
£139,000. 

Call 0033 758216910 or 
annlivingthedream@gmail. 
com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


n 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


Express & Star 


TH I S SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOT I NG 


YOUR 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191 . 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



Springbok 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


brown, £550 ono. 07785 457927. 

COCKER SPANIEL pups, 1 choco¬ 
late dog, 1 black bitch, KC reg, 
excellent pedigree. 07971 608893. 



SOLD 


FOREVER DOGGY HOMES 
WANTED 

TRIXIE 6mth tri coloured 
Border Collie, short haired, 
lovely natured, loves walks and 
other dogs 

TOBY 3yr mostly black lab 
cross, shy gentle boy, 
LADDIE 7yr golden lab cross, 
perfect pet, well behaved loves 
everyone 

TASHA 9yr german shep type, 
owner gone abroad, affection¬ 
ate, loves walks, likes car 

ALSO BORDER COLLIES 
FROM 12MTHS 
01588 676106 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


GERMAN SHEPHERD Puppies, big 
strong, old fashioned type, £350. 

07972 604503. 

JACK RUSSELL cross Staffy 
puppies, 2 boys, 1 girl, £130 each. 
01384 828199 or 07762 050474. 

KITTENS 2 tiger striped, £40 each, 
also two 12 month old cats, £20 
each. 01902 566032. 


Business & 
Farming 


BLACKHEATH 2000Sq Ft and 2500 
Sq Ft, good security and access, 
from £130 + Vat 07787 831407 

INDUSTRIAL UNITS TO LET Hale¬ 
sowen area 500-4000 sq ft. from 
£1.50 per sq ft. 07710 770870 


imiu 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 
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Jobs 




DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV /PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 




NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 




























































































































Class if edAds 


Learn how to take blood 

1-2 AUuUol 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED & ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

* TWO DAY COURSE 

NO PREVIOUS QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED 


www.g60pdC6.com 


full time - general 


3-4 AUGUST 

DROITWICH 

8-9 AUGUST 

TELFORD 

30 SEPT.-1 OCT. 

STOKE ON TRENT 

m 17-18OCTOBER 


TEMPORARYDISTR 

BIITORS REWIRED 

To deliver the BT Phone Book in and around: 

BIRMINGHAM MOSELEY 

EDGBASTON SELLY OAK 

HALESOWN SHIRLEY 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 

If interested in delivering, call 01424 884177 
or TEXT BirmW to 07937 985963 

Or visit www.bookyourroute.com 


VOLKSWAGEN UP! 

2012, 7,500 Miles, Metallic 
Black, air bag, fsh, long MoT, 
metallic paint, CD, 2 owners, 
immaculate condition - hardly 
used, MOT due June 2016. 
£4,695 

EXPERIENCED Tractor Driver 
looking for full or part time work on 
Dairy Farm or Agricultural contract¬ 
ing business. 07581 196970. 


U f OO 1 # 1 ‘♦003 

SENIOR CARE ASSISTANT 

required Full Time/Part Time South 
Birmingham - must have NVQ 3 
starting rate £9.00 per hour, oppor¬ 
tunities for promotion within the 
company. Tel 07860 602475 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 

1 N 

1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 

differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 

O 1 

^Motoring 1 

CROWN MOTORS Closing down 
clearance trade sale. Lots of bar¬ 
gains. 07585 664389. WV14 8AA. 

DAEWOO MATIZ SE + , 2001, 
32,700 miles, silver, MoT June 
2016. Recent service and parts. 
Great condition for age. £700. 

07828 959027. 

FOCUS CMAX 1.6 Diesel, 54 reg, 
fsh, 87,000 miles, MoT September, 


light green, good condition, £1,250 
ono. Call 07737 904114. 

FORD FIESTA FREESTYLE, red, 
2002, 84,801 miles. Good little 

BMW 318Ci CONVERTIBLE 52 reg, 
MoT Apr, 102,000 miles, fsh, excel¬ 
lent condition, inspection welcome 
£2,195 ono. 07583 019478. 

FOCUS ZETEC Climate, 1.6cc, 
56 reg, Ford service history, top 
spec, cam belt done, excellent 
condition, £2,450. 01384 350369. 

runner, clutch/front brakes recently 
changed. £575 ono. 07889 296199. 

LANDROVER FREELANDER SE 
2001, blue, 76k, MoT, full leather, 
heated seats, AC, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £1,195 o.n.o. 07898 196368. 

NISSAN TERRANO JEEP Alloy 
wheels, white, full MoT, W reg., 
£795. 

07948 309727. 

JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7 DIESEL 

2004, automatic, SE spec, 
excellent condition, surprisingly 
economical. 

Any inspection welcome. 

£2,300. o.n.o. 

07973 829909/01889 
582477. 

PEUGEOT 206 W reg, 2000, 
1360cc, 66,705 miles, dark green, 7 
months MoT. Good condition. £600 
ono. 07973 535626. 

PEUGEOT 405 1.9 diesel, M reg, 
grey, fully loaded, MoT September, 
drives well, slight oil leak from 
engine, £395. 0/717 768680. 

RENAULT CLI01 .2 53 reg, full MoT, 
£950. 

07922 902988. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.5 DCi, silver, 
2003, very tidy and reliable. £30 
year road tax, MoT Feb 16. £1,000. 
07713 480661. Wombourne. 

MERCEDES ESTATE 

C32 AMG V6 3.2 LITRE 

2004, rare car, silver, immacu¬ 
late condition, supercharaed, 
auto, fully loaded, towbar, Bose 
sound, full MoT, just serviced. 

£5,650. 

01384 233255 (after 6pm). 

RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 

silver, 1.4, MoT’d, AC, 
07 plate, 

£1,495. 

MG TF 135 COOL BLUE 03 reg, 
50,000 miles, very good condition. 
£2,000. 

07969 772548. 

i ; 

07720 961929. 

-T - j 

ROBIN RELIANT LX 

848cc, Royal blue, 1998 S reg, 
10 months MoT, 

£750 ono. 

H7Q7Q nC7ACi 

TIGER CAT 

El KIT CAR 

2004, 1900 miles, 2.0 engine, 
blue / yellow, custom made 
interior, immaculate condition 
throughout, space needed, 

u/o/y yo/uo i. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6LS Estate, 
2001, MoT April 2016, SORN, 85k, 
towbar, £850 ono. 07812 357499. 


£4,995 OVNO 

07976 676422. 

CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 

mm 

Instant cash settlement. 

Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 

VAUXHALL CORSA ACTIVE 

AC, 2012, 62 reg, 1.4, petrol, 5 
door, 6150 miles. 

It is as new! 

TRIUMPH HERALD 
CONVERTIBLE 

1971, 13-60, excellent chassis 
and mechanics, for restora¬ 
tion.New wings and floor panel 
to fit. 

Sensible offers. 
Telephone 01902 762591. 

£6850 

07836 630063 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 2011, 61k 
miles, diesel, automatic, metalic 
silver, abs, air con, fsh, panoramic 
glass roof. £4,850 ono. 01785 
712747. 

RENAULT DCi 120 Pickup, 07, alloy 
14ft drop side body, 12 months 
MoT, very good condition. £3,250. 
07836 568903. Brownhills. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 
SPORTIVE SE 

2008,1.9 diesel, 130,000 miles, 
FSH, 10 months MoT, rear seat 
conversion, silver, stunning 
condition inside / out, drive like 
new with no issues. £4,995. 
07455 595966. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 04 reg., white, 
new alternator and start motor, 
excellent runner, MoT. £795 ono. 
07581 112596 

VAUXHALL VIVARO VAN 51 plate, 
MoT November, white, 

£1,195. 

07948 309727. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



KAWASAKI KX85 small wheel, 
2011, good condition, £1,100. 
07836 568903. Brownhills. 


KAWASAKI ZR750 FI, 1999. Good 
condition. 23k miles, long MoT. 
New chain/sprokets/pads. £1,550. 
Wolverhampton: 07754 121452. 
SUZUKI GS500, 2005, black/blue. 
10,500 miles. Back carry box and 
extras. Fantastic condition. Sold as 
seen. £1,750 ono. 07919 366524. 
YAMAHA DIVERSION 600 XJ6 
46,000 miles, 12 months MoT, 
2010, service, many extras. 
£2,200. 07790 928886. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 



A B SPARES 


Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110/0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


number plates 


L 15 LAL Cherished number on 
retension certificate £500. 

07722 139773. 


tyres / wheels / 
exhausts 


MINI COOPER 5, 17ins alloy wheels 
with tyres, good condition £550. 
Mini space saver wheel 15ins, new 
£50. 01902 737671. 


Free .ds 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A FRESH START 

Small blonde, cute, smart, 
young at heart, I’m told lovely, 
loyal, active, kind and fun 
loving, seeks salt of the earth 
guy, Tate 50’s to 60’s, genuine, 
bright, GSOH, NS, tallish and all 
round good man, who thinks life 
is better with a fab female. 

Photo please (returned). 

Box Number PI 9891 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



ATTENTION LADIES 40-55. 

Please don’t pass this advert 
by, read on and see I’m a 
genuine guy. 

52, slim, attractive, GSOH, 
romantic too, hoping for reply 
from a ladylike you. 

Box Number PI 9898, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



ATTRACTIVE MALE 36 

If you are looking for a genuine, 
honest, caring male who is fun 
to be around, then look no 
further! 

I enjoy bowling, cinema, meals 
out, holidays etc and would like 
to meet a like minded lady 
aged 28 to 45 years for 
friendship hopefully leading to 
relationship. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number PI 9882 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

BRIERLEY HILL LADY 
AGED 68 YEARS 

WLTM Gentleman Friend for 
nights in, days out, holidays etc. 
Dudley and surrounding areas. 
DY5 4HB. 

Box Number PI 9895 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 

I am a very genuine, 
honest, caring lady, living in 
Wolverhampton. 

WLTM a Gentleman, late 70’s 
whom like myself enjoys the 
good things in life but do 
not have someone to share 
things with. 

All replies answered. 

Car owner please. 

Box Number PI 9894, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

VERY YOUNG AT HEART 
GENTLEMAN 69 

Not unattractive with GSOH 
and varied interests, seeks lady 
60 - 70 years, for companion¬ 
ship and friendship. 

Box Number PI 9887 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



0 % 

%•# 

FC PERTON 

FA Charter Standard Club. 

Wednesfield based. 

U11 Players required. 

Also U13’s Goalkeeper. 

Call Mick on 07864 
829516. 

0 % 

%•» 


PHOENIX YOUTH F.C. 

FA Charter Standard Club. 
PLAYERS REQUIRED. 

We are looking to strengthen 
our 

Existing Under 16’s MJPL 
squad and New Sunday 
Team. 

All positions considered. 

For further information 
contact Ade Roberts on 
07717 488338 or e-mail 
agroberts@baxterstorey 
.com 

UNDER 12’S 

Looking for a defensive minded 
player to improve existing team. 

Contact Rob on 07957 437504 
or email 

robert.masson@virgin.net. 
UNDER 11’s EAST 

Require players to strengthen 
squad. 

Contact Errol on 07554 
667465. 

Under 11’s WEST 

Require players to strengthen 
squad. 

Contact John on 07805 
727884. 

UNDER 9’S 

Looking for a Goalkeeper. 

Contact Lydon on 07973 
401196 or 

lydon@centralhouse.co.uk 


0 % 

%•» 

UNDER 14’s GOALKEEPER 
NEEDED 

West Hagley Youth FC 
Under 14’s. 

Play on a Sunday Morning in 
the Central Warwickshire Youth 
League and train once in mid 
week. 

If you are interested in joining a 
successful team 

Call Gary on 07973 810690. 

0 % 

%•» 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 



FreeAds 



Choose your show , price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner 
option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for 
the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket and an overnight stay in a four- 
star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


starv extraTRAVEL 


LONDON THEATRE 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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asDRIVETIME 


Sleek and stylish Italian 


By Bill McCarthy 

Some car marques are associ¬ 
ated with romance and glamour 
and Alfa Romeo is certainly one 
of those. 

The Italian manufacturer’s names are leg¬ 
endary. Think of Stradale, Spider and Giuli- 
etta. They all evoke pictures of sleek, stylish 
thoroughbreds. 

Fantastic to drive, if not always of the best 
build quality, Alfa nowadays has a modest 
stable of models, but the legendary Giulietta 
name lives on. The latest model is as stylish 
as anything on the road and offers some¬ 
thing different - if not totally unfamiliar. 

Up against some mighty opposition in 
the ultra-competitive C segment, it looks 
as good as you can get, sitting on smart 
alloys wheels with sleek, coupe styling, hid¬ 
den rear handles, stylish lights and deep air 
scoops at the front. This range topper also 



features side skirts, tark tinted windows and 
headlights and satin effect wing mirors. Most 
eye-catching of all is the iconic Alfa shield, 
bisecting the grille. 

Inside the car mirrors the sleek lines and 
curves, is well equipped and laid out with 
neat sports dials, while smart aluminium trim 
to dials, pedals, steering wheel and gear 
selector add to the classy feel. Extra luxury 
includes leather and microfibre seats with 
electric adjustment, sports steering wheel 
and darker roof headlining. 

It is not all about style. It has hatchback 
practicality with good interior room and boot 
space that compares well with competitors 
and five people can fit inside. 

The sloping nature of the design mean 
headroom is not great, and the consequently 
smaller glass areas means all round vision is 
compromised slightly. 

The dash is dominated by a standard, 
five-inch infotainment screen which controls 
major functions like the standard sat nav, 
connectivity and sound system. It feels more 
substantial and solidly built than some earlier 
models. 

It offers a choice of petrol and diesel en¬ 
gines and, with a nod to its sporty heritage, 
its own DNA system This gives three driving 
modes, dynamic, for a more sporty drive, 
normal for, as the name suggests, normal 
driving and all weather to provide more grip. 
Each changes the driving dynamics of the 
car by altering engine, steering, suspension 
and gearbox characteristics. I found normal 
mode suited best in nearly all conditions 
with the car providing plenty of grunt, decent 
handling and surprisingly good economy. 
Switch to dynamic mode and the already 
sporty suspension stiffens up for a bit of fun, 
but it can feel harsh on lesser roads. 



‘It has hatchback 
practicality with good 
interior room and boot 
space that compares 
well with competitors.’ 


The two-litre 175bhp diesel powering 
this model packed plenty of punch, mated 
to a slick shifting, tiptronic semi automatic 
gearbox, it powered the car to 60mph from 
a standing start in just 7.8 seconds. Warm, 
bordering on hot performance, but still re¬ 
turning a claimed 64-odd mpg. Add to this 
respectable C02 emissions of 116g/km 
and stop/start technology and you have a 
pretty economical car. 

In practical terms, the 350 litres of boot 
space can be increased to 1,045 with the 
rear seats folded and there are other odd- 


ment holders and storage bin between 
driver and passenger for extras stowage. 

Standard kit is impressive with electric 
windows and door mirrors, climate control, 
a decent sound system, plus dimming rear 
view mirror, rains sensors, cooled glove- 
box and host of other goodies you would 
expect for a car of this price. 

Safety is a key feature and the Alfa fea¬ 
tures six airbags, tyre pressure monitoring, 
front and rear parking sensors and stability 
control with hill hold capability. 

Price: £25,630. 



Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 




/Bumper scuffs 


/Kerbed alloys 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


0 LYE VALLEY 
1ND. ESTATE 


/Paintwork scratches 


/Dented panels 


Hi Halesowen Autos • a 

HwW Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 



04/54 jaguar XJ8 3.5 V8SE 

4dr Automatic, Only 19k miles, Blue Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, Grey 
Leather, CD Player,h/Windows 

£9995 / £61 Per Week 


07/57 Renault Kangoo 1.6 16v95 Expression Automatic, 
37k, Red CD, E/Windows, Sliding Side Doors 

£4295 / £27 Per Week 


08/58Volkswagen Golf l.9TDi Match 

Diesel 5dr, 72k, Red,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 


09/59 Fiat Panda l.l Active ECO 

5dr,*0NLY 630 R0ADTAX*0NLY 17k miles,White, CD Player, Electric Windows 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 

a 

06/55 Jeep Grand Cherokee 3.0 CRD Diesel 
Limited Automatic 

Black,Alloys, Full Leather, CD, E/Seats, E/Window 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 

1 — 

Hal 

10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 

43k, Silver,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


j 07/57 Mini Cooper 1.6 With JCW Body Styling 
! 72k, Red/Black,Alloys, Red LeatherTrim,Air Con, E/Windows, Fog Lights 

£5995 / £30 Per Week 


09/09 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.616v Desire 

57k, Grey Metallic,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


09/09 Ford FocusTDCi Zetec Diesel Estate 

67k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows, Heated Front Screen 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


08/08 Ford Focus 1.6 Style 5dr, 

*0NE OWNER* 55k, Red,Air Conditioning, CD Player, Electric Windows 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


1 

07/07 Ford Focus 2.0TDCi CC-2 Diesel Convertible 

38k, Blue,Alloys, E/Roof, E/Windows, Heated Front Screen 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


07/57 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 

3dr, 53k,Violet,Alloys, Full Leather.Air Con, Heated Screen, CD 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


07/07 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDiVTR Plus 
Diesel Automatic 7 Seater, 64k, Beige, Alloys, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

[— 

07/57Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 

51 k, Blue, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con, CD, Climate Pack 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 

b M 

06/06 Suzuki GrandVitara 1.6 WT + 

3dr 4WD *0NE OWNER* 56k miles, Silver, Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

El 

07/56 VauxhallTigra 1.416V Exclusiv 

2dr Convertible, 47k miles, Silver,Alloys, Full Leather,Air Con, CD, E/windows 

£3795 / £18 Per Week 

□1 

03/53 Nissan X-Trail 2.2 DiSVE Diesel 

4WD, ONLY 52k miles, Beige, Alloys, Full Leather,Air Con, Sat-Nav, CD, Sunroof 

£4995 / £41 Per Week 

VJ 

07/57 FiatPunto 1.2 Dynamic 

5dr, 39 k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£3295 / £19 Per Week 


Finance example: 07/57 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 3dr, Cash Price £3995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% APR, 
60 Payments of £80.83 (£18.66 per week) Total amount payable £5149.80 (Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 
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Insignia, is 
it back to 
the front? 

By James Parker 


Vauxhall’s Insignia is now the complete car it 
should always have been. 

With smarter looks, a classier cabin, hi-tech fea¬ 
tures and a more efficient engine range, the improved 
first generation version of Vauxhall’s Insignia has now 
enhanced its already impressive CV for success in 
the medium range Mondeo sector. More than ever, 
it’s a model you really can’t afford to overlook. 

Welcome to Britain’s best selling traditional family car. 
Yes, you heard that right. That title belongs not to the kind of 
family models that make the headlines - fashionable Cross¬ 
overs, practical People Carriers or slinky SUVs - but to this 
one, Vauxhall’s Insignia. 

Launched in 2008 as a more stylish replacement for the 
uninspiring Vectra, this model was instantly well received, 
carrying off the coveted 2009 Car of the Year title and rack¬ 
ing up impressive sales at the same time as other main¬ 
stream brands were struggling. 

This improved model has had a thorough chassis update 
tested on proper bumpy British roads, with a redesigned 
rear suspension system to improve ride comfort and a steer¬ 
ing calibration refreshment that’s brought a more direct feel 
through the corners. And both of those issues can be fur¬ 
ther improved if you tick the extra-cost box for the FlexRide 
adaptive damping system. 

Almost all Insignia buyers want a diesel and though the 
original version of Vauxhall’s 2.0 CDTi unit had many mer¬ 
its, refinement wasn’t one of them. In fact, it was one of 
the noisiest, rattliest diesels in its class. But isn’t now. You 
feel that primarily with this unit in its latest 170PS ‘Whisper 
diesel’ guise, but the older-tech 120 and 140PS ecoFLEX 
units are also an improvement on older Vauxhall oil burners. 
The 195PS 2.0 BiTurbo diesel continues on at the top of the 
range.In the petrol line-up, there’s also a cheap old-tech en¬ 
gine choice - the MOPS 1.8i unit - but again, more empha¬ 
sis is being put on the modern turbo powerplant offerings, 
the 140PS 1.4T, the 170PS 1.6 SIDI and the 250PS 2.0 SIDI. 
At the top of the range, a 325PS 2.0 V6 continues in the VXR 
SuperSports model. This VXR has 4WD but the only other 
model in the range that gets it is the Country Tourer estate 
version which, with its raised ride height, aims to offer an 
SUV alternative. 

Bodystyles 

Outside, there are detail improvements front and rear that 
aim to bring a wider and lower look to the hatch, saloon and 
Sports Tourer estate bodystyles that, as before, make up the 
range. And inside? Well it feels a great deal more up to date, 
with many of the previously scattered and confusing little 
buttons tidied up onto a (sadly optional) central 8-inch col¬ 
our touchscreen that deals with everything from navigation 
to audio selections, Bluetooth ‘phone functions to a series 
of Vauxhall-sourced apps. 

Out back, the hatch most choose offers a 530-litre boot 
- with 540-litres on offer in the Sports Tourer estate. 

In theory, Insignia pricing covers a very wide span - any¬ 
where between £17,000 and £33,000. In practice, almost all 
Insignia sales are concentrated in the £17,000 to £22,000 
bracket, with most of those going to business buyers who 
usually want one of the 2.0-litre CDTi diesel variants. Paying 
much more than that for this car takes it into the BMW 3 
Seriesdominated compact executive saloon bracket where 
mainstream makers usually struggle. Talking of saloons, 
there’s is a four-door Insignia saloon bodystyle as a no-cost 
option to the more familiar five-door hatch, but it comes with 
a much smaller range of trim and engine choices. 

For my test, I chose the Sports Tourer estate bodystyle, 
which is offered at a premium of around £1,500 over an 
equivalent hatch. Unlike the mainstream models of the other 
bodyshapes, this one can be had with 4WD but to get it, 
you have to stretch up to a top of the range Country Tourer 
version priced in the £25,000 to £30,000 bracket and aim¬ 
ing to snare RAV4 and Freelander folk who’d normally be 
looking at a compact SUV. The other key variant worthy of 
mention is the flagship VXR SuperSports model which has 
a potentially thirsty petrol V6 but offers more performance 
for a £30,000 budget thanyou’ll get almost anywhere else. 

Around 85 per cent of Insignia buyers go for a diesel - 
and you can see why. Both 120 and MOPS versions of the 
2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX model return 76.3mpg on the combined 
cycle and put out just 98g/km of C02, returns that at launch 
were comfortably class-leading. Go for the extra perfor¬ 
mance of the 2.0 CDTi 170PS variant and there’s not a huge 
price to pay at the pumps. This variant will deliver 65.7mpg 
on the combined cycle. 

Thinking of buying a petrol-powered Insignia? If you’re a 
lower mileage driver, perhaps the prospect might be worthy 
of a thought or two. The brand’s current generation of turbo 
petrol units all do better than you’d expect on the balance 
sheet: the MOPS 1.4T manages 54.3mpg and 123g/km, 
the 170PS 1.6 SIDI delivers 47.9mpg and 139g/km and the 
250PS 2.0 SIDI returns 39.2mpg and 169g/km. 

This car isn’t completely new - but it feels that way behind 
the wheel thanks to all the fresh cabin infotainment and the 
higher quality feel. Those that are tempted by the shinier 
prospects of newer rivals will, Vauxhall hopes, be brought 
back into the Insignia fold by class-leading running costs. 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 


12 Fiat Punto 1.4 Easy 5dr Blue Only 2000 Miles 
10 Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 3dr Red Only 5000 Miles 

12 Venga 2 1.6 Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles 

13 Berlingo 1.6 HDI Multispace+ Grey Only 7000 Miles 
10 Modus 1.5 DCI Dyn Gold Only 10000 Miles 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red Only 10000 Miles 
12 308 1.6 HDI Active Red Only 11000 Miles 
12 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 12000 Miles 
12 Agila 1.2 SE Auto Blue Only 12000 Miles 
61 3008 1.6 HDI Active II Red Only 12000 Miles 
12 Hyundai 110 1.2 Active White Only 12000 Miles 
59 Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-I Red Only 12000 Miles 
12 Hyundai 130 1.4 Classic Grey Only 13000 Miles 
12 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue Only 13000 Miles 
Citroen 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exclusive Blue 25k 
09 C3 Picasso 1.4 Exclusive Silver 17k 
61 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS Silver 31k 

Nissan 


£7,295 

£4,795 

£7,995 

£9,295 

£6,495 

£8,495 

£8,295 

£8,295 

£7,495 

£9,795 

£5,995 

£4,795 

£8,495 

£7,295 


J 


£8,795 

£6,495 

£9,795 


58 Note 1 .4 Acenta Blue 47k £3,995 

12 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Automatic Caffe Latte 30k £7,995 

12 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Blue 13k £7,995 

63 Navara 2.5 DCI Tekna Auto Silver 29k £15,995 

Peugeot 

9 207 1.4 VTI Sport Grey 42k £3,995 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Active EGC Black 16k £8,995 

Vauxhall 

57 Corsa 1.2 Breeze 3dr Silver 55k £3,795 

12 Corsa 1.2 SE Brown 16k £7,495 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Red 24k £7,695 

10 Combo 1.4 Tour Blue 18k With Access Ramp £6,295 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 19k £7,995 

13 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 20k £8,495 

12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Brown 20k £6,995 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Brown 26k £6,795 

10 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Grey 30k £5,795 

12 Meriva 1.7 CDTI SE Auto Grey 26K £8,695 

11 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Excite Blue 21k £8,795 


Sales Line Open Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


Other 

56 BMW 335D 3.0 SE 2dr Auto Silver 90k 

58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Plus Auto Blue 40k 

59 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 60k 

12 Hyundai 1X20 1.6 Active Auto White 19k 

60 Mazda 2 1.3 Tamura White 25k 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI Elegance Blue 21 k 
54 Smart City 0.7 Passion S/Auto Silver 65k 

57 VW Polo 1.8 GTI 150 5dr Black 66k 
08 VW Touran 1.9 TDI S 90 Grey 76k 



Come And See Us In 
The Cornbow Centre Halesowen , 


A 

£10,995 

£4,495 

£4,795 

£8,495 

£5,995 

£7,295 

£2,495 

£5,695 

£6,995 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Best car in niche market 



By John Griffiths 

It isn’t that often that when you buy 
a car, you get a driving companion 
to go with it... 

But Subaru’s latest flagship comes with 
an extra pair of ‘eyes’ (and feet) which are 
there to keep you and your car safer on 
the roads. Or since this is the new Out¬ 
back, off the roads, too. 

It’s showcases the company’s new ‘Eye¬ 
sight’ system which uses a stereo camera to 
recognise hazards, warn and the driver, and 
then cut the throttle, brake and/or steer around 
the danger if needs be. 

The original Outback was launched 20 
years ago as a beefed up version of Subaru’s 
all-wheel drive Legacy estate car which signif¬ 
icantly improved off-road, all weather abilities 
and became much beloved of country vets, 
among others. 

It’s something of a niche market but one 
which has spawned a host of imitators as car 
makers target the active leisure as well as the 
workhorse sector. 

The new model comes with a choice of 2.5 
litre petrol or 2.0 litre diesel engines, the op¬ 
tion of automatic transmission and prices from 
£28,995 to £32,995. 

Even in an ever growing and more competi¬ 
tive niche in the market, the Outback manages 
to drive its own road. It’s cheaper than many 
alternative SUVS and ‘premium’ rivals, but with 
more genuine go-anywhere ability than cheap¬ 
er rivals adapted from road-going estates with 
the addition of part-time four wheel drive. 

But while this new model has gone upmar¬ 
ket, with a greatly improved interior and lots 
of extra equipment, including the Eyesight 
system, Subaru has also made it more fuel ef¬ 
ficient to reduce fuel and tax costs. The design 
is sleeker than its predecessor, although it’s 
looks are more rugged than sporty as befits 


its role. The 200mm ground clearance and big 
plastic bumpers front and rear are clues (and 
necessities) for its off-road capabilities too. 

It’s also longer and wider, with room for five 
passengers in comfort and a useful 559 litres 
of cargo space with the rear seats up. 

Big tyres on 18 inch rims and the new sus¬ 
pension ensure a particularly comfortable ride 
for a dual role vehicle but the Outback retains 
its dynamic abilities on the road. The steering 
is sharp and accurate, and as well as the per¬ 
manent four wheel drive system it now has an 
active torque vectoring system. 

It also plays its part in the overall active safe¬ 
ty set up by helping the driver if you have to 
swerve suddenly to avoid a collision. 

Nimble 

These are some of the technologies which 
make the Outback feel light and nimble even 
on bendy B-roads: you are never conscious of 
its obvious size and weight as you are with a 
more traditionally styled SUV. 

But it’s the Eyesight system of which Subaru 
is particularly proud. It’s only available on the 
Lineatronic versions and uses a stereo camera 
mounted behind the rear view mirror. It scans 
the road ahead and can tell the difference be¬ 
tween solid objects, pedestrians and cyclists, 
and even spot the brake lights of a car in front 
coming on. 

I was able to test its effectiveness on an old 
airfield. You might be surprised how hard it is 
to overcome your survival instincts and delib¬ 
erately drive at a solid object but I shouldn’t 
have worried. At 30mph, the Outback gave an 
audible and visual warning and if you still don’t 
react the car applies its braking power auto¬ 
matically, bringing you to a stop. 

I didn’t get a chance to go off-road in the 
new car, but I well remember tackling gravel 
forest tracks in the previous model, reaching 
speeds of 60mph with no slip and slide. 

But its performance should be better, with 
the addition of the new torque vectoring sys¬ 


tem and the X-Mode button which reconfigures 
the various systems for rugged terrain, includ¬ 
ing a hill descent control to help you crawl 
safely down steep, slippery slopes. 

Both petrol and diesel engines have been 
heavily modified compared to the last Outback, 
with fuel efficiency the target. And there’s even 
a front grille which opens and closes automat¬ 
ically for a quicker warm-up with improved air 
flow on the open road. 

The 2.5 litre petrol engine comes with the 
Lineatronic system (there’s no manual option) 
which is a CVT automatic system with seven 
preset ratios if you want to change gears man¬ 
ually. Compared to its predecessor, power is 
up from 167 to 175PS, but fuel consumption is 
improved to 40.7mpg and C02 emissions are 
down several tax bands from 175 to 161 g/km 
(VED band G). 


The 2.0 litre diesel comes with the option of 
auto or six-speed manual transmissions. It has 
148bhp and a hefty 350NM of torque and is 
both a little quicker and more economical than 
its petrol sibling. 

Not surprisingly it’s the diesel (the world’s 
only boxer diesel engine) which is expected to 
account for the majority of sales in the UK. 

While Subaru has good reasons for believ¬ 
ing its Outback is best of the bunch when it 
comes to off-road ability, there’s a lot of work 
gone into giving the interior a much more up¬ 
market, premium feel to win over buyers from 
the big-name brands. 

The most striking thing is the new sev¬ 
en-inch touch screen information and control 
panel, as well as voice control: you can now 
tell the satnav where you want to go, without 
keying in an address. 


The whole cabin has a higher grade feel, 
with improved plastics, tactile leather controls 
and chrome trim highlights. With new aerody¬ 
namic and soundproofing measures, the Out¬ 
back feels rather more refined, too. In some 
ways, that sums up the new Outback: rugged 
yet refined. It is a true go (almost) anywhere 
vehicle which will outperform even some ded¬ 
icated SUVs when the going gets rough yet it 
looks and feels like a premium estate. 

It’s price isn’t cheap for most of us, but it is 
highly competitive amongst a raft of rival vehi¬ 
cles and its running costs have been reduced, 
making it look an even better bet in fuel econ¬ 
omy and tax terms than many luxury SUVs or 
even its predecessor. 

Subaru’s ambitions for Outback sales are 
relatively modest, but even in a niche market 
it’s best to be the best. 
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Tradition 
carries on 
as Cullis 
takes charge 

IT was one of the most important 
moments in Wolves’ history - 
Cullis taking over as manager. 

And now history has repeated 
itself, with Cullis once again ap¬ 
pointed as manager of Wolves. 

More than 50 years after Stan 
was sacked as Wolves boss, his 
cousin’s grandson has been hired 
to run the club’s women’s team. 

Stan Cullis was of course the 
most successful manager in Mo- 
lineux history, winning three 
league titles and two FA Cups be¬ 
tween 1949 and 1960. 

And his distant relative said he 
was ‘honoured’ to be appointed. 

Steve previously managed the 
reserve team at Wolves Women 
and has now stepped up as first 
team manager. 

He temporarily took charge to¬ 
wards the end of last season after 
the departure of Trevor Mullings. 

The Wolves Girls & Women’s 
committee said they were im¬ 
pressed with Cullis’ hunger and 
desire to move the club forward. 

And Cullis said: “I’m honoured 
to be appointed into this role, I’m 
looking forward to getting started. 

“The final few games of last sea¬ 
son showed me that we have the 
ability to get out of the league we 
have found ourselves in. It’s time 
to rebuild and put the club back on 
the map.” 

Cullis will have club captain 
Anna Perks alongside him at play¬ 
er-assistant manager. 

The new boss added: “Anna’s in¬ 
troduction into the coaching team, 
just builds on the great work she 
has done as club captain in the last 
few seasons. 

“She is a great role model and 
her experience will be vital over 
the course of a season.” 


Aston raging 
to get to next 
opponent 

DUDLEY’S Ryan Aston has “pity” 
for his next opponent as he gets a 
controversial defeat for the Mid¬ 
lands light middleweight title out of 
his system, writes Craig Birch. 

Just a month will have elapsed 
since his previous outing when 
Aston steps through the ropes at the 
Chase Leisure Centre in Cannock. 

Aston was outpointed by cham¬ 
pion Jason Welborn, from Rowley 
Regis, in a result that sparked huge 
debate at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on June 6. 

Now a raging ‘Tank’ wants to 
blast out the never-stopped Eduards 
Krauklis and make a statement a 
week on Saturday. 

The Peterborough-based Latvian 
was due to meet Stourbridge’s Ste¬ 
ven Pearce at Walsall Town Hall 
this weekend, until he pulled out 
with a perforated ear drum. 


Brummies battle on 


BIRMINGHAM battled to a hard-fought 51-38 vic¬ 
tory against Mildenhall - but their win may have 
come at a cost. 

Captain Tom Perry, who had only dropped one 
point from three rides going into Heat 13, was taken 
out by Mildenhall’s Dan Halsey in an unfortunate 
fourth bend incident. 

Perry was taken to the local hospital for a number 
of x-rays where the early diagnosis is a broken wrist. 

But Team Manager Graham Drury is remaining 
positive and hopes the injury news is not as bad as 
first feared. 

Said Drury: “It was a nasty looking incident and 
with the form Tom has been in, it’s a real shame - 


but let’s just pray things aren’t too bad. 

“We lost Adam Kirby after two rides as well and 
that meant it was another whole team effort to dig 
deep and get the league points. 

“It’s great to be ten-points clear at the top.” 

Teenage sensation Zach Wajtknecht raced to his 
first ever five ride, fifteen-point maximum on a fault¬ 
less night for the 17-year-old. 

Adam Ellis was only denied a paid maximum him¬ 
self when mechanical gremlins crept in in his second 
outing when leading. 

Guest reserve Charley Powell looked really im¬ 
pressive on his National League debut and poten¬ 
tially put himself in the frame for the No.6 race 


to victory 

jacket on a full time basis. Tom Perry pulled off some 
spectacular outside blasts before being forced to 
withdraw while Sam Chapman and Alex Wilson both 
rode well and once again deserved even more points 
than they secured. Adam Kirby was also forced to 
withdraw after a heavy crash. 

Birmingham 51: Zach Wajtknecht 15, Adam 
Ellis 11 + 1, Charley Powell 8+1, Tom Perry 8, Sam 
Chapman 5+1, Alex Wilson 4+1, Adam Kirby 0. 

Mildenhall 38: Connor Mountain 11 + 1, Tom 
Bacon 10+1, Dan Halsey 7, Connor Coles 5+1, Ste¬ 
fan Farnaby 4, Luke Ruddick 1, Jack Kingston R/R. 
National League points: Birmingham 3 Mildenhall 
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Ellis has perked up 
at the right time 



Heathens’ Ellis Perks is looking to give his team a boost. Picture Johnathan Hipkiss 


ELLIS Perks is aiming to cash in on a 
spell at reserve during July - starting 
with Cradley’s home National league 
clash with Stoke at Perry Barr next 
Wednesday. 

And Perks believes he can help the club’s 
injury crisis having lost Nathan Greaves to 
a broken leg and Michael Neale with a bro¬ 
ken collarbone. 

They’re looking to bounce back from defeat at 
the hands of Birmingham last Wednesday when 
the Brummies took full advantage of a weakened 
Heathens side. 

Perks freely admits he’s been enduring a tough 
time in recent weeks, but his return to form is a 
timely boost. 

Said Perks: “I’ve been riding really well again 
recently, I feel like I’m back to my form from the 
start of the season so I’m happy with that. 

“All my sponsors have stuck by me and helped 
me heaps which goes a long way, and it’s starting 
to pay off now. 

“Hopefully now I’m getting back to form I can 
start banging in the points on a regular basis 
again. 

Reserve 

“Unfortunately my scores last month weren’t 
enough to keep me in the main body of the team, 
but maybe going down to reserve might not be 
such a bad things. 

“We are having a tough time at the moment 
with injuries, and having Mikey and Nathan out 
has made things difficult for us. 

“With a depleted team it’s nice that I’ll be able 
to have seven rides if we need it, and now I’m 
finding riding well again I’m hoping I can play a 
big role this month. 

“I’m feeling much more confident again and 
I’m riding like I was in the first couple of meet¬ 
ings. I was scoring a lot of points then at reserve, 
so I want to try and do the same again this 
month.” 

Cradley have also accepted a challenge meeting 
at Sheffield on Thursday, July 23. 

The club have also confirmed they are continu¬ 
ing their search for a new signing to bolster their 
side with riders out injured - but so far all their 
targets have failed because of the July averages. 

The Heathens suffered their first home defeat 


of the National League season going down 49-40 to 
co-tenants Birmingham at Perry Barr. 

The injury-hit Heathens put in a brave effort 
against their in-form local rivals but were unable to 
hold on to their spot at the top of the table following 
a narrow loss. 

With both Nathan Greaves and Michael Neale side¬ 
lined, Will Pottinger’s side were heavily depleted as 
they faced the powerful Brummies. 


Yet they fought hard to remain within touching dis¬ 
tance throughout before Birmingham stormed clear to 
record 5-Is in the final two races. 

Cradley 40: Ellis Perks 13, Max Clegg 11, Matt Wil¬ 
liamson 8+1, Arron Mogridge 5+2, Luke Harris 3+1, 
Tyler Govier 0, Nathan Greaves r/r 
Birmingham 49: Zach Wajtknecht 14, Adam Ellis 
11 + 1, Adam Kirby 9+3, Tom Perry 9, Sam Chapman 
4+1, Alex Wilson 2 + 1, Sean Phillips 0 


Get set for 
rollercoaster 
ride, says 
Edwards 

WOLVES fans should strap in for 
another rollercoaster ride next 
season - that was the verdict of 
midfielder Dave Edwards as the 
squad returned for pre-season. 

Kenny Jackett’s team flirted 
with the top two last season before 
plummeting and then narrowly 
missing out on a top-six finish. 

And Edwards said the players 
believe they can improve on last 
season as they prepare for a pro¬ 
motion assault on the top six. He 
spoke on the first day of pre-season 
training where the players were 
put through their paces at Comp¬ 
ton Park in a tough first day back. 

Edwards said: “Last year our 
ambition in-house was to try to 
be up there battling for promotion 
even though we maybe weren’t 
shouting it from the rooftops. 

“And again this time, we will be 
one of the teams who will want to 
be up there in what is a very diffi¬ 
cult division. We came close to the 
top six last season and feel we can 
improve. 

“It’s going to be an interesting 
season, no doubt a rollercoaster as 
usual, but hopefully with more ups 
and downs. It is all about consist¬ 
ency, and we showed that in parts 
last year but had that big drop 
in November that really cost us. 
Apart from that we were reason¬ 
ably consistent and that is what 
we’d like to reproduce throughout 
the season.” 

Jackett has added two players to 
his ranks in Jed Wallace and Syl- 
vain Deslandes, but more are sure 
to follow as he looks to strength 
last season’s squad. 

Welshman Edwards welcomed 
Wallace’s arrival and said he was 
focused on claiming a first team 
spot.” 
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The George 
have to fight 
for the victory 

South Staffs Division 1 
The George 202 
M&B Cheslyn Hay 177 

THE George had to battle all the 
way to overcome top Staffs side 
M&B Cheslyn Hay. Paddy McGuin- 
ness and Dave Hoffman both won 
21-13 in the 1st four but The George 
found themselves five shots behind. 

The middle four managed to re¬ 
duce the deficit to 1 shot after wins 
by Steve Fagin (21-7), Darren Wood 
(21-16) and Ivan Smout (21-19). A 
strong finish by the back four saw 
Martin McGuinness (21-4), Eric 
Winstone (21-5) and Peter Hayne 
(21-16) all win to record a 25 shot 
victory. 

Warwick & Worcester Premier 1: 
Moseley 228 The George 203 (Mark 
Street 21-10). Warwick & Worcester 
Alliance 1: The George 243 (Kevin 
Arnott 21-3) Ward End 162. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 

ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
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The Chinese 
take away Ba 
for £11.3m 

ALBION have been forced to move on 
to other targets after Demba Ba signed 
a lucrative deal to play in the Chinese 
Super League. 

The Senegal international is reported 
to have signed a three-year contract 
worth £11.3m with Shanghai Shenhua 
in a deal thought to be a record for the 
league. 

The Baggies had been in talks with 
representatives of the 30-year-old Besik- 
tas striker right up until Saturday and 
were said to be shocked to see the for¬ 
mer Chelsea, West Ham and Newcastle 
player then opt to play in China. 

But it’s understood Ba has been 
persuaded by the riches on offer after 
agreeing a contract worth an estimated 
£130,000-a-week with a much lower tax 
rate on offer in the Far East. 

The wages more than double what Al¬ 
bion were prepared to offer. 

The Ba fee would eclipse the previous 
CSL record of £10.6m paid in January 
by champions Guangzhou Evergrande 
for Ricardo Goulart. 

Ba, who underwent a medical yes¬ 
terday, made the switch to China from 
Turkey, where he scored 27 goals in 44 
games last season. 

Ba joins a big-name cast list of strikers 
to have played for Shanghai, following 
Ivory Coast veteran Drogba - Ba’s for¬ 
mer team-mate at Stamford Bridge - and 
ex-Albion and Chelsea striker Nicolas 
Anelka. 

Meanwhile, reports linking Albion 
with a £4m move for Middlesbrough 
left back George Friend are wide of the 
mark, according to sources at the club. 

The Baggies have an interest in the 
27-year-old one-time Wolves defender, 
who was linked with Crystal Palace last 
summer when Albion boss Tony Pulis 
was in charge at Selhurst Park. 

Grounds of abbey 
provide sightseeing 
track for runners 

IT was a quiet weekend for athletes from 
Dudley Kingswinford Running Club 
with their sole representative, Andy 
Morrison, travelling towards Coventry 
for the Coombe Abbey Half Marathon. 

The course was six laps of a 3.5k route 
over trails and tracks in the grounds of 
the Abbey. 

Although there was a prospect of 
going dizzy the multi lap event did give 
runners the opportunity of ticking off 
large chunks of the distance as they com¬ 
pleted each lap. 

If they missed something on the route 
they could always see it next time round 
and in landscaped grounds designed 
by Capability Brown there was always 
something to see. 

The event also boasted a full marathon 
and 10k race following various combina¬ 
tions of the same 3.5k loop. 

Morrison resisted the temptation of 
going off too fast and was pleased with 
his performance claiming a new PB and 
the first time he has been under 2 hours 
for the distance clocking 1.57 12 to claim 
31st place. 


Glassboys getting back into training 


STOURBRIDGE FC report back for their first 
pre-season training session at Greenfields this 
Saturday morning. 

Boss Gary Hackett is set to cast his eye over as 
many as eight trialists as he bids to finalise his 
playing squad ahead of the 2015/16 season. 

The Glassboys play their first friendly match 
away at AFC Bridgnorth on Saturday, 11th July 
(3 pm). 

Top of his list will be a new striker following 
confirmation of Luke Benbow’s departure from 
the War Memorial Athletic Ground after three 
seasons with the club. He has completed a move to 
National League North outfit Hednesford Town. 


Football 


Benbow joined the Glassboys in the summer of 
2012 from Redditch United. He had a successful 
first two seasons, scoring several important goals 
as Stourbridge reached successive play-offs. He 
hit 23 goals in his first season and followed that 
up with 25 goals the following season. 

However, a quad and hamstring injury late in 
the 2013/14 campaign meant he missed the last 
five games of that season and also the beginning 
of the first campaign in the Evo-Stik Northern 
Premier League. He returned to the side in Sep¬ 


tember 2014 with a bang, scoring 8 goals in 3 
games against Nantwich Town, Trafford and 
Belper Town, before his injury troubles struck 
again, and he was to score just once more for 
Stourbridge in the 3-5 home Birmingham Senior 
Cup defeat to Rushall Olympic in December. 

Benbow scored 57 goals in 129 appearances for 
the Glassboys. 

A supporters meeting will take place in the 
Glassboys Bar at the ground on Monday, July 
6 from 8pm to co-ordinate match day arrange¬ 
ments. Fans who want to help behind the scenes 
are invited tospeak with Club President Hugh 
Clark and Chairman Andy Pountney. 


HALES' POOR 
RUN GOES ON 


Stripes are back at Baggies 



Craig Dawson, Darren Fletcher and Joleon Lescott model Albion’s striped new home kit 


HALESOWEN Cricket Club’s 
Zain Shahid produced an im¬ 
pressive maiden half-century 
at the weekend. 

However, it wasn’t enough to prevent 
the side slipping to another frustrating 
result on the road. 

After winning the toss and electing to bat first 
on an outstanding surface the Halesowen innings 
got off to the worst possible start when Hassan 
Qaumi (6), recalled from the second XI, was dis¬ 
missed caught and bowled by Harry Horsley. Fel¬ 
low opener Kester Moseley(6) quickly followed 
but could feel justifiably aggrieved at a very 
dubious decision by the umpire to give him out 
caught behind. 

When new batsman Tarryck Gabriel chased 
a wide delivery from Manbir Johal to also be 
caught behind by Arminder Singh Brar for a 
duck Halesowen were reeling at 15-3. 

Stebbings and skipper Faisal Shahid set about 
repairing the damage and took the score past 50 
before Shahid fell lbw for 26, to another dubious 
call from the umpire, to be quickly followed by 
Stebbings for 18. Griffiths (1) also fell victim to 
the official when also given leg before attempting 
to pull a wide ball down the leg side and Hale¬ 
sowen were staring down the barrel at 68-6. 

Returning 

Will Barrett and Zain Shahid then set about 
setting Coventry some sort of target and their 
counter attack had put on 56 for the seventh 
wicket before Barrett (25) fell to the returning 
Horsley. Dan Jeavons (20) assisted Shahid who 
went on to remain undefeated on 51 with Hale¬ 
sowen all out for 158 in the 46th over. 

In their reply Coventry lost opener Jack Hors¬ 
ley to the first ball of the innings but solid con¬ 
tributions from Pathan (30), Clements (26) and 
an unbeaten 62 from keeper Arminder saw the 
hosts to their target with ease. Coventry won by 
six wickets with six overs to spare. 

Adam Hawker’s second XI slipped to a home 
defeat against Coventry in a match that went 
down to the wire. Batting first they posted 208-5 
thanks to solid knocks from Johal (44), Patel 
(46), Cox (47 no) and Tromans (43 no). The total 
always looked slightly under par but Hawker’s 
team stuck doggedly at their task. 


Albion are back in their traditional stripes as 
they announced the club’s first ever £2m-a-year 
sponsorship deal. 

The Baggies have signed a deal with Asian 
betting company TLCBET for next season. 

And the company’s name will adorn a tradi¬ 
tional striped shirt with the club, as expected, 
ditching the controversial pinstripe design 
after just one season. 

The club announced the end of their deal 
with US-based computer firm Intuit Quick- 
books earlier this month with the company 
signing a new deal to be Villa’s main sponsors. 

The Baggies infuriated traditionalists a year 
ago when they abandoned their famous blue 


and white stripes in favour of a predominantly 
white design. 

But within days they had announced the 
stripes would return after one season. 

The new Adidas kit will also feature a return 
to white shorts and white socks - a move likely 
to win support from a majority of fans. 

The new kit is available on pre-order and will 
be on sale in club shops from July 17. 

TLCBET is a leading Asian gaming operator 
and has been Albion’s official Asian betting 
partner since 2013. 

Adrian Wright, Albion’s sales and marketing 
director, said: “Our quest to secure the right 
partner was very important.” 


Whiley wants 
the singles 
No.1 spot 

HALESOWEN wheelchair tennis star 
Jordanne Whiley insists she will not 
quit until she is the singles world No.l. 

The 23-year-old has proven she is one 
of the greatest doubles players in the 
world, after winning five consecutive 
Grand Slams in 2014/15. 

Whiley completed the doubles career 
Grand Slam in 2014, winning the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, French Open, Wimbledon 
and the US Open. She retained the Aus¬ 
tralian Open with partner Yui Kamiji in 
January but the run of five Grand Slam 
wins ended in June when the pair lost in 
the final in France. 

And now Whiley, who was born with 
brittle bones disease, wants to earn that 
accolade in the individual format. She 
said: “Singles tennis is very important 
because I am very successful in doubles 
but I need to show my dominance in 
singles because at the moment I do not 
think I am showing my potential. 

“I don’t think I will quit tennis until 
I am world No.l or with two gold med¬ 
als (for singles and doubles) around my 
neck. 

“It was amazing to win all four Grand 
Slams last year and the hardest thing 
was to come back at the Aussie Open 
[this year] and win the fifth one. That 
was where I felt the most pressure. 

“Whatever happens - win or lose - I 
want to play the best tennis I possibly 
can. 

“One hundred per cent, I will be going 
into Wimbledon to win it. I don’t go into 
any tournament not looking to win and 
Wimbledon is a special tournament to 
me and I am hoping we can come back 
after a horrible loss.” 

Whiley, who has competed at three 
Games, will be one of the athletes at 
National Paralympic Day, designed to 
promote the Paralympic movement and 
recreate the magic of London 2012. 

Cycling club riders 
qualify for finals 

THREE riders from Halesowen Cycling 
Club have qualified to represent the 
Midlands in the National Youth Omni¬ 
um Championship Finals. 

Lorna Sharpies, aged 14, and Ryan 
Brookes, 12, both qualified in second 
place in their age group after the qual¬ 
ifying heats. 

Jamieson Blain, 13, qualified by tak¬ 
ing third place. 

The club wishes good luck to all three 
of their riders who will be looking to 
make a good showing in the finals this 
Sunday, July 5, which are being held at 
Aldersley Stadium,Wolverhampton. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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